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HB 13-C, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public school funding;
creating the "School District Flexibility Act
of 2001"; providing for school district
flexibility in the 2001-2002 fiscal year
expendi ture of specified funds appropriated in
ch. 2001-253, Laws of Florida; providing for
reports; authorizing equalized nonvoted capita
i mprovenent nillage to be expended for
operations in fiscal year 2001-2002; providing
for repeal; repealing paragraph 7 of proviso
| anguage for Specific Appropriation 118, ch.
2001- 253, Laws of Florida, which provides for
cal cul ati on of a m ni mum guaranteed | evel of
funding for school districts; anending s.
235.187, F.S.; to provide for district |oans of
C assroons First Program funds; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. School District Flexibility Act of 2001.--

(1) This section may be cited as the "School District
Flexibility Act of 2001."

(2)(a) During the 2001-2002 fiscal year, each district
school board is authorized flexibility to expend funds

all ocated to the school district fromthe appropriations in

chapter 2001-253, Laws of Florida, as provided bel ow

1. If a district school board finds and declares in a

resol ution adopted at a regular neeting of the school board

that the funds received for the prograns |isted bel ow are
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HB 13-C, First Engrossed

urgently needed to mmintain board specified academni c cl assroom

i nstruction, the school board may consi der and approve an

anmendnent to the school district's 2001-2002 operating budget

transferring the identified anmount of funds to the appropriate

account for expenditure.

a. Section 236.083, Florida Statutes, Funds for
Student Transportation, Specific Appropriation 121.

b. Section 236.081(3), Florida Statutes, Funds for
| nservi ce Educational Personnel Training, Specific
Appropriation 122,

c. Funds allocated for Safe Schools Activities,

Specific Appropriation 118.

d. Funds for Public School Technol ogy, Specific
Appr opri ati on 120A.
e. Funds for Teacher Recruitnent Signing Bonuses,

Specific Appropriation 119, which are in excess of the anpunt

required to provide $850 Teacher Retention Bonuses.
2. If the district school board finds that funds
all ocated for the purpose set forth in s. 236.08104, Florida

Statutes, Supplenental Academ c Instruction, Specific

Appropriation 118, are budgeted to be expended for

noncl assroominstructi on, the school board may consider and

approve an anendnent to the school district's 2001-2002

operati ng budget transferring such funds to an appropriate

academ c classroominstruction account for expenditure.

(b) Each district school board shall report to the

Departnent of Education the anmpunt of funds it transferred

fromeach of the progranms identified in this subsection and

the specific acadenic classroominstruction for which these

funds were expended. The departnent shall provide instructions

and format to be used in subnmitting this required i nfornmation
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1| The departnent shall submt to the Governor, the President of
2| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a
3| report showing the actions taken by each district school board
4] and a statewide summary for all school districts.
5 (3)(a) To help mtigate the inpact of the m dyear
6 | reduction in the 2001-2002 fiscal year appropriation for the
7| Florida Education Finance Program each district school board
8| is authorized to expend in its operating budget as
9| nonrecurring funds up to 0.5 mills of its nonvoted capita
10 | i nprovenent mllage levied pursuant to s. 236.25(2), Florida
11| Statutes, for the 2001-2002 fiscal year, that will produce an
12 | anpbunt not to exceed $183 per full-tinme equival ent student.
13| This authorized use of proceeds fromthis nmllage levy is in
14 | addition to the authorized uses set forth in s. 236.25,
15| Florida Statutes, and is for the 2001-2002 fiscal year only.
16 | Any proceeds fromthis mllage | evy used to replace the
17 | mi dyear budget reduction in the Florida Educati on Fi nance
18 | Program shall be transferred by budget anmendnent approved by
19 | the district school board at a regular neeting of the schoo
20 | board.
21 (b) If the proceeds fromO0.5 nmills produce | ess than
22 1$183 per full-tine equival ent student in any school district,
23 | the additional anpunt required to equal $183 per full-tine
24 | equi val ent student shall be provided fromstate funds.
25 (c) If adistrict school board has not |evied
26 | sufficient mllage pursuant to s. 236.25(2), Florida Statutes,
27 | for the 2001-2002 fiscal year to produce $183 per full-tine
28 | equi val ent student and the school board has other sinilar
29 | funds avail able, the school board may use such funds in lieu
30| of proceeds fromnill age.
31 (4) This section is repeal ed effective June 30, 2002.
3
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1 Section 2. Paragraph 7 of the proviso | anguage for

2| Specific Appropriation 118 of chapter 2001-253, Laws of

3| Florida, is repeal ed

4 Section 3. Subsection (2) is anended and new

5| subsection (6) is added to section 235.187, Florida Statutes,
6| to read:

7 235. 187 C assroons First Program uses.--

8 (2) A district school board shall expend the funds

9| received pursuant to this section only to:
10 (a) Construct, renovate, renodel, repair, or maintain
11 | educational facilities;er
12 (b) Pay debt service on bonds issued pursuant to this
13 | section, the proceeds of which nust be expended for new
14 | construction, renodeling, renovation, and nmajor repairs. Bond
15 | proceeds shall be expended first for providing pernanent
16 | classroons facilities. Bond proceeds shall not be expended for
17 | any other facilities until all unnet needs for pernanent

18 | classroons and auxiliary facilities as defined in s. 235.011
19 | have been satisfied; or-—
20 (c) Provide loans to other school districts for new
21 | school construction pursuant to subsection (6).
22
23 | However, if nore than 9 percent of a district's total square
24 | feet is nore than 50 years old, the district nust spend at
25| l east 25 percent of its allocation on the renovation, nmmjor
26 | repair, or renodeling of existing schools, except that
27 | districts with fewer than 10,000 full-tinme equival ent students
28 | are exenpt fromthis requirenent.
29 (6) School districts may enter into inter-|loca
30| agreenents to loan their O assroons First Program funds as
31| provided in subsection (2). A school district or multiple
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school districts that receive cash proceeds may, after

considering their own new construction needs outlined in their

5-year district facilities work program |oan their C assroons

First Program funds to another school district that has need

for newfacilities. The inter-local agreenent nust be

approved by the Secretary of Education and nust outline the

following: the anpbunt of the funds to be | oaned, the term of

the | oan, the repaynent schedule, any interest amount to be
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repaid in addition to the principal anount of the | oan
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Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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