Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 19-C
By Representative Fasano

1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to responsiveness to
3 energenci es and di sasters; providing
4 | egislative findings; creating s. 381.00316,
5 F.S.; authorizing the State Health O ficer to
6 take specified energency actions to protect the
7 public health; anending s. 381.0034, F.S.
8 providing a requirenent for instruction of
9 certain health care licensees on conditions
10 caused by nucl ear, biological, and chemica
11 terrorism as a condition of initial |icensure,
12 and, in lieu of the requirenment for instruction
13 on HV and AIDS, as a condition of relicensure
14 anending s. 381.0035, F.S.; providing a
15 requi rement for instruction of enployees at
16 certain health care facilities on conditions
17 caused by nucl ear, biological, and chenmnica
18 terrorism upon initial enploynent, and, in
19 lieu of the requirenent of instruction on HV
20 and AIDS, as biennial continuing education
21 anmending s. 401.27, F.S.; providing that the
22 course on conditions caused by nucl ear
23 bi ol ogi cal, and chenmical terrorismshall count
24 toward the total required hours for biennial
25 recertification of energency nedica
26 t echni ci ans and paranedi cs; anendi ng s.
27 456.033, F.S.; providing a requirenent for
28 instruction of certain health care
29 practitioners on conditions caused by nucl ear
30 bi ol ogi cal, and chenical terrorism as a
31 condition of initial licensure, and, in |lieu of
1
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the requirenent for instruction on HV and

Al DS, as part of biennial relicensure; creating
s. 456.0345, F.S.; providing continuing
education credits to health care practitioners
for certain life support training; anending s.
456. 072, F.S.; conform ng provisions relating
to grounds for disciplinary actions to changes
in health care practitioners' course

requi rements; anending s. 456.38, F.S.

revising provisions relating to the health care
practitioner registry for disasters and
energenci es; prohibiting certain termnation of
or discrimnation against a practitioner
provi di ng di saster nedi cal assistance; anendi ng
ss. 458.319 and 459.008, F.S.; conformn ng
provisions relating to exceptions to continuing
education requirenments for physicians and

ost eopat hi ¢ physicians; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Legislative findings.--The Legislature

finds that it is critical that Florida be prepared to respond

appropriately to a health crisis and injuries in the event of

an energency or disaster. The Legislature finds that there is

a need to better educate health care practitioners on di seases

and conditions that nmight be caused by nucl ear, biol ogical

and chemical terrorismso that health care practitioners can

nore effectively care for patients and better educate patients

as to prevention and treatnent. Additionally, the Legislature
2
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finds that not all health care practitioners have been

recently trained in life support and first aid and should be

encouraged to obtain such training. The Legislature finds that

health care practitioners who are willing to respond in

energenci es or disasters should not be penalized for providing

t heir assistance.

Section 2. Section 381.00316, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

381.00316 State Health O ficer; energency actions to
protect the public health.--

(1) Notwithstandi ng chapters 465 and 499 and rul es
promul gated thereunder, the State Health O ficer may direct

phar naci sts enpl oyed by the departnent to conpound

prescription drugs and provide these bul k prescription drugs

to county health departnent physicians and nurses for

administration to persons as part of a prophylactic or

treatnent regi nen when there is a significant risk to the

public health froma di sease, an environnental contani nant, or

a suspected act of nuclear, biological, or chemical terrorism

(2) The State Health Oficer, upon issuance of a

public health advisory pursuant to s. 381.00315, may take such

actions as are necessary to protect the public health. Such

actions shall include, but are not limted to:

(a) Directing Florida manufacturers and whol esal ers of

prescription and over-the-counter drugs permtted under

chapter 499 to give priority to shipping such drugs to

pharnaci es and health care providers |ocated in geographic
areas identified by the State Health Oficer. Florida
manuf acturers and whol esal ers nmust respond to the State Health

Oficer's priority shipping directive before shipping the

3
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speci fied drugs to other pharnmacies or health care providers

in Florida.
(b) Notwithstanding s. 456.036, tenporarily
reactivating the inactive licenses of physicians |licensed

under chapter 458 or chapter 459; physician assistants

| i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459; |icensed practica

nurses, registered nurses, and advanced regi stered nurse

practitioners |licensed under chapter 464; respiratory

therapists |icensed under part V of chapter 468; and energency

nedi cal technicians and paranedics |icensed under chapter 401

when such practitioners are needed to respond to the public

health energency. Only those health care practitioners

referenced in this paragraph who request reactivation and have

an unencunbered inactive license are eligible for

reactivation. Any inactive license reactivated pursuant to

this subsection shall return to inactive status when the

public health energency ends or prior to the end of the public

health energency if the State Health O ficer deternines that

the health care practitioner is no |longer needed to provide

services during the energency. The license nay only be

reactivated for a period not to exceed 90 days without neeting

the requirenents of s. 456. 036.
(3) Notwithstanding part IIl of chapter 401, the State
Health O ficer, upon issuance of a public health advisory

pursuant to s. 381.00315, may deternine the scope of practice

of paranedi cs and energency nedi cal technicians necessary to

protect the public health during the energency.
Section 3. Section 381.0034, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

381.0034 Requirenent for instruction on conditions

caused by nuclear, biological, and chemical terrori smand on
4
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human i munodefi ci ency virus and acquired i mmune defi ci ency
syndr one. - -

(1) As—oef—Juby—1—31994-The Departnent of Health shal
require each person licensed or certified under chapter 401
chapter 467, part |V of chapter 468, or chapter 483, as a
condition of biennial relicensure, to conplete an educati ona
course approved by the departnent on conditions caused by

nucl ear, biological, and chemical terrorism The course shal

consi st of education on diagnhosis and treat nent, t+he nodes of

transni ssion, infection control procedures, and clinica
managenent. Such course shall also include infornmati on on

reporting suspected cases of conditions caused by nucl ear

bi ol ogical, or chemical terrorismto the appropriate health

and | aw enforcenent authoriti es;—antd—prevent-on—of—huran
. ot iei . I . w ot iei
I . I hal el udeint .
| oridat . w ot iei I w
. . i ol F s I

i . Each such |icensee or certificatehol der

shal |l submit confirmation of having conpleted said course, on
a formprovided by the departnent, when subnitting fees or
application for each biennial renewal.

(2) Failure to conplete the requirenents of this
section shall be grounds for disciplinary action contained in
the chapters specified in subsection (1). In addition to
di scipline by the departnent, the |licensee or
certificateholder shall be required to conplete the required

sai-€ course Or courses
(3) The departnent shall require, as a condition of
granting a license under the chapters specified in subsection
(1), that an applicant making initial application for
5
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| icensure conpl ete respective af educational courses course
acceptable to the departnent on conditions caused by nucl ear

bi ol ogi cal, and chenical terrorismand on hunman

i mrunodeficiency virus and acquired i mmune defi ci ency
syndronme. An applicant who has not taken such courses &

course at the time of licensure shall, upon an affidavit
showi ng good cause, be allowed 6 nonths to conplete this
requirenent.

(4) The departnent shall have the authority to adopt
rules to carry out the provisions of this section.

(5) Any professional holding two or nore |licenses or
certificates subject to the provisions of this section shal
be pernitted to show proof of having taken one
depart nment - approved course on conditions caused by nucl ear

bi ol ogi cal, and cheni cal terrorism huran—nrunodefi—ciency
vius—ant—actgured—immune—deteireney—syndrone, for purposes of

relicensure or recertification for the additional |icenses.
Section 4. Section 381.0035, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

381. 0035 Educational courses eeturse on hunmn
i mrunodeficiency virus and acquired i nmune deficiency syndrone
and on conditions caused by nucl ear, biological, and chenica

terrorism enployees and clients of certain health care
facilities.--
(1) (a) The Departnent of Health shall require al

enptoyees—and clients of facilities |icensed under chapters
393, 394, and 397 ant—enptoyees—of—TFacitities—tHeensed—under

conplete, biennially, a continuing educational course on the

nodes of transmnission, infection control procedures, clinica

managenent, and prevention of hunman i nmunodeficiency virus and
6
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acqui red i mmune deficiency syndronme with an enphasis on
appropriate behavior and attitude change. Such instruction
shall include information on current Florida law and its
i mpact on testing, confidentiality of test results, and
treatnent of patients and any protocols and procedures
appl i cabl e to hunman i munodefi ci ency counseling and testing,
reporting, the offering of HV testing to pregnant wonen, and
partner notification issues pursuant to ss. 381.004 and
384. 25.

(b) The departnent shall require all enpl oyees of
facilities |icensed under chapters 393, 394, 395, and 397 and
parts Il, Ill, 1V, and VI of chapter 400 to conpl ete,

biennially, a continuing educational course on conditions

caused by nuclear, biological, and chemical terrorism The

course shall consist of education on diagnosis and treatnent,

nodes of transmnission, infection control procedures, and

clinical managenment. Such course shall al so include

i nformati on on reporting suspected cases of conditions caused

by nuclear, biological, or chemical terrorismto the

appropriate health and | aw enforcenent authorities.

(2) New enployees of facilities |icensed under
chapters 393, 394, 395, and 397 and parts II, IIl, IV, and VI
of chapter 400 shall be required to conplete a course on hunman

i mrunodeficiency virus and acquired i mmune defi ci ency
syndronme, with instruction to include infornmation on current
Florida law and its inpact on testing, confidentiality of test
results, and treatnent of patients. New enpl oyees of such

facilities shall also be required to conplete a course on

condi ti ons caused by nucl ear, biological, and chem ca

terrorism wth instruction to include informati on on

7
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reporting suspected cases to the appropriate health and | aw

enforcenent authorities.

(3) Facilities licensed under chapters 393, 394, 395,
and 397;-and parts Il, Ill, 1V, and VI of chapter 400 shal
mai ntain a record of enployees and dates of attendance at

syndrorre educational courses on human i munodeficiency virus

and acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and on conditions

caused by nuclear, biological, and chemical terrorism

(4) The departnent shall have the authority to review
the records of each facility to deternine conpliance with the
requirenments of this section. The departnent nmay adopt rul es
to carry out the provisions of this section

Section 5. Subsection (6) of section 401.27, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

401. 27 Personnel; standards and certification.--

(6)(a) The departnent shall establish by rule a
procedure for biennial renewal certification of energency
nedi cal technicians. Such rules nmust require a United States
Departnent of Transportation refresher training program of at
| east 30 hours as approved by the departnent every 2 years.
Conpl etion of the course required by s. 381.0034(1) shal

count toward the 30 hours. The refresher program nmay be

offered in nultiple presentations spread over the 2-year
period. The rules nust also provide that the refresher course
requi rement may be satisfied by passing a chall enge

examni nati on.

(b) The departnent shall establish by rule a procedure
for biennial renewal certification of paranedics. Such rules
nmust require candi dates for renewal to have taken at |east 30
hours of continuing education units during the 2-year period.

8
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Conpl etion of the course required by s. 381.0034(1) shal

count toward the 30 hours. The rul es nust provide that the

conti nui ng education requirenent nmay be satisfied by passing a
chal | enge exami nati on.

Section 6. Section 456.033, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

456. 033 Requirenent for instruction for certain
| icensees on conditions caused by nucl ear, biological, and

chem cal terrorismand on HV and AlDS. - -

(1) The appropriate board shall require each person
licensed or certified under chapter 457; chapter 458; chapter
459; chapter 460; chapter 461; chapter 463; part | of chapter
464; chapter 465; chapter 466; part Il, part IIl, part V, or
part X of chapter 468; or chapter 486 to conplete a continuing
educati onal course, approved by the board, on conditions

caused by nucl ear, biological, and chem cal terrorism hufraf

as part of biennial relicensure or recertification. The course
shal | consist of education on diagnosis and treatnent, the

nodes of transmission, infection control procedures, and
clinical managenment. Such course shall al so include

i nformati on on reporting suspected cases of conditions caused

by nuclear, biological, or chemical terrorismto the

appropriate health and | aw enforcenent authorities—and
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ant—38425

(2) Each such licensee or certificatehol der shal
submt confirmation of having conpleted said course, on a form
as provided by the board, when subnmitting fees for each
bi enni al renewal .

(3) The board shall have the authority to approve
addi tional equival ent courses that may be used to satisfy the
requirenments in subsection (1). Each licensing board that
requires a licensee to conplete an educational course pursuant
to this section may count the hours required for conpletion of
the course included in the total continuing educationa
requi rements as required by | aw.

(4) Any person holding two or nore |licenses subject to
the provisions of this section shall be pernmitted to show
proof of having taken one board-approved course on conditions
caused by nucl ear, biological, and chem cal terrorism hufrah

: et i : : g et i

syndrorre, for purposes of relicensure or recertification for

addi tional I|icenses.
(5) Failure to conply with the aboeve requirenents of
this section shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action

under each respective licensing chapter and s. 456.072(1)(e).
In addition to discipline by the board, the |icensee shall be
required to conplete the required course or courses.

(6) The board shall require as a condition of granting
a license under the chapters and parts specified in subsection
(1) that an applicant nmaking initial application for licensure
conpl ete respective an educational courses eceturse acceptabl e
to the board on conditions caused by nucl ear, biological, and

chem cal terrorismand on human i nmunodefici ency virus and
10
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acqui red i nmmune deficiency syndrone. An applicant who has not
t aken such courses a—<codurse at the tine of |licensure shall,

upon an affidavit showi ng good cause, be allowed 6 nmonths to
conpl ete this requirenent.

(7) The board shall have the authority to adopt rules
to carry out the provisions of this section

(8) The board shall report to the Legislature by March
1 of each year as to the inplenentation and conpliance with
the requirenents of this section

(9)(a) In lieu of conpleting a course as required in
subsection (1), the licensee may conplete a course on i+
end-of-life care and palliative health care or a course on

H V/ AIDS, so long as the |licensee conpleted an approved
AHDSHHHY course on conditions caused by nucl ear, biol ogical

and chemical terrorismin the imediately precedi ng bi enni um

(b) Inlieu of conpleting a course as required by
subsection (1), a person licensed under chapter 466 who—has

preceding—2—years nmay conpl ete course approved by the Board
of Dentistry.

Section 7. Section 456.0345, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

456.0345 Life support training.--Health care
practitioners who obtain training in advanced cardiac life

support, cardi opul nbnary resuscitation, or energency first aid

shal | receive an equival ent nunber of continuing education

course credits which may be applied toward |icensure renewal

requi rements.

Section 8. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
456. 072, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

11
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456.072 G ounds for discipline; penalties
enf orcenent. - -

(1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for
which the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) nay
be taken:

(e) Failing to conply with the educational course
requi renments for conditions caused by nucl ear, biological, and

chem cal terrorismor for human i nmunodeficiency virus and

acqui red i mmune deficiency syndrone.

Section 9. Section 456.38, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

456.38 Practitioner registry for disasters and
emer genci es. --The Departnent of Health shall fay include on
its application and renewal forns for the |licensure or

certification of health care practitioners |icensed pursuant

to chapter 458, chapter 459, chapter 464, or part V of chapter
468;—as—def+ned—+n—s—456-004+-who coul d assi st the departnent
in the event of a disaster a question asking if the

practitioner would be available to provide health care
services in special needs shelters or to help staff disaster
nedi cal assistance teans during tinmes of enmergency or najor

di saster. The nanes of practitioners who answer affirnmatively
shal |l be maintained by the departnent as a health care
practitioner registry for disasters and energencies. A health
care practitioner who volunteers his or her services in a

speci al needs shelter or as part of a disaster nedical

assi stance teamduring a tine of energency or disaster shal

not be ternminated or discrinmnated against by his or her

enpl oyer for such volunteer work, provided that the health

care practitioner returns to his or her regul ar enpl oynent

12
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within 2 weeks or within a | onger period that has been

previously approved by the enployer in witing.
Section 10. Subsection (4) of section 458.319, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

458. 319 Renewal of license.--

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 456.033, a
physi ci an may conpl ete continui ng education on end-of-life
care and palliative care in lieu of continuing education in
condi ti ons caused by nucl ear, biological, and chem ca
terrorismAHBSHHEY, if that physician has conpleted the
AHBSHHRY cont i nui ng education in conditions caused by nucl ear

bi ol ogical, and chenmical terrorismin the i mediately

precedi ng bi enni um

Section 11. Subsection (5) of section 459.008, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

459. 008 Renewal of licenses and certificates.--

(5) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of s. 456.033, an
ost eopat hi ¢ physician nmay conpl ete continui ng educati on on
end-of-life and palliative care in lieu of continuing
education in conditions caused by nuclear, biological, and

chenical terrorismAHBSHHEY, if that physician has conpl eted

t he AHBSHHEY conti nui ng education in conditions caused by

nucl ear, biological, and chemical terrorismin the i nmedi ately

precedi ng bi enni um
Section 12. This act shall take effect January 1,
2002.

13
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3
Authorizes the State Health Oficer to take specified

4 actions to assure the availability of drugs and nedica

ersonnel in the event of a publitc. health energency.

5 equires certain health care practitioners and |i cénsees,
upon initial licensure and as a condition for_ biennial

6 relicensure, to receive instruction on conditions caused
y nuclear, biological, and chemcal terrorism Requires

7 enpl oyees of certain health care facilities to receive
such_ instruction upon initial enploynent and as bienni al

8 conti nuing education. Provides that  such instruction
counts toward the total required. hours for biennial

9 recertification of energency nedical technicians and

aranedi cs. Provides continuing education credits to

10 ealth care practitioners who receive advanced cardi ac
life support,_cardlo%glnpnary resuscitation, or energency

11 first aid training. Requires the Departnent of Health to
ask on its physician, nurse, and resplratorY t her api st

12 I'icensure application and renewal forns if the
practitioner would be available to provide disaster

13 nmedi cal  assistance, Prohibits term nation of or _
di scrimnation against practitioners providing disaster

14 nedi cal assistanCe for certain periods.
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31
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