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1

2 An act relating to vessel registration fees;

3 anending s. 328.72, F.S.; specifying source of

4 the county portion of vessel registration fees;

5 providing for the return of certain vesse

6 registration fees to the vessel owner's county

7 of Florida residence; anending s. 328.76, F.S.

8 clarifying provisions relating to distribution

9 and uses of funds in the Marine Resources

10 Conservation Trust Fund; providing an effective

11 dat e.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (15) of section 328.72
16 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 328.72 Cassification; registration; fees and charges;
18 | surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle

19 | stickers. --
20 (1) VESSEL REQ STRATI ON FEE. --Vessel s that are
21 | required to be registered shall be classified for registration
22 | purposes according to the foll owing schedule, and the
23 | registration certificate fee shall be in the foll ow ng
24 | anmounts:
25 Class A-1--Less than 12 feet in length, and all canoes
26 | to which propul sion notors have been attached, regardl ess of
27 | lengt h. ..o e $3.50
28 Class A-2--12 feet or nore and |less than 16 feet in
29 |l ength. .. 10. 50
30| (TO COUNLY) . ittt e e e e e e e e e e e 2.85
31
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1 Class 1--16 feet or nore and less than 26 feet in

2 length. .. e 18. 50
S (To CoUNtY) ..o e e e 8. 85
4 Class 2--26 feet or nore and less than 40 feet in

S length. .. e 50. 50
6] (TO COUNtY) ..o e e e e e e e e e e 32.85
7 Class 3--40 feet or nore and less than 65 feet in

Bl length. ... .. e 82.50
O] (TO COUNtY) ..o e e e e e e e e e e e 56. 85
10 Class 4--65 feet or nore and less than 110 feet in

11 | lengt h. .o 98. 50
12 ] (TO COUNLY) .t e e e e e e e e e 68. 85
13 Cass 5--110 feet or nore inlength.............. 122. 50
14 ] (TO COUNLY) .t e e e e e e e e e e 86. 85
15 Deal er registration certificate................... 16. 50
16

17 | The county portion of the vessel registration fee is derived
18 | fromrecreational vessels only.

19 (15) DI STRIBUTI ON OF FEES. --Except for the first $1
20 | which shall be renitted to the state for deposit into the Save
21 | the Manatee Trust Fund created within the Fish and Wldlife
22 | Conservati on Commi ssi on, noneys desi gnated for the use of the
23| counties, as specified in subsection (1), shall be distributed
24 | by the tax collector to the board of county comi ssioners for
25| use as provided in this section. Such noneys to be returned to
26 | the counties are for the sol e purposes of providing
27 | recreational channel nmarking and public launching facilities
28 | and ot her boating-related activities, for renoval of vessels
29| and floating structures deened a hazard to public safety and
30| health for failure to conply with s. 327.53, and for nanatee
31| and mari ne mamal protection and recovery.
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1 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 328.76, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 328.76 WNarine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;

4 | vessel registration funds; appropriation and distribution.--

5 (1) Except as otherwi se specified in this subsection
6| and less $1.4 nmillion for any adm nistrative costs which shal
7 | be deposited in the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund, in

8 | each fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2001, all funds
9] collected fromthe registration of vessels through the

10 | Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles and the tax
11| collectors of the state, except for those funds designated as
12 | the county portion fer—the—tuse—of—the—ecounties pursuant to s.
13| 328.72(1), shall be deposited in the Marine Resources

14 | Conservation Trust Fund for recreational channel marking;

15| public launching facilities; |aw enforcenent and quality

16 | control prograns; aquatic weed control; nanatee protection

17 | recovery, rescue, rehabilitation, and rel ease; and narine

18 | manmal protection and recovery. The funds coll ected pursuant
19 ) to s. 328.72(1) shall be transferred as foll ows:
20 (a) In each fiscal year, an anobunt equal to $1.50 for
21| each comercial and recreational vessel registered in this
22 | state shall be transferred by the Departnment of H ghway Safety
23| and Motor Vehicles to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund and
24 | shall be used only for the purposes specified in s. 370.12(4).
25 (b) An anpunt equal to $2 Fwo—deHars from each
26 | recreati onal noncermeretat vessel registration fee, except
27 | that for class A-1 vessels, shall be transferred by the
28 | Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles to the
29 | I nvasive Plant Control Trust Fund in the Departnent of
30| Environnmental Protection for aquatic weed research and
31| control
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1 (c) An anount equal to 40 fFerty percent of the
2| registration fees fromcomrercial vessels shall be transferred
3| by the Departnent of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to the
4| Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund in the Departnment of
5| Environnental Protection for aquatic plant research and
6 | control
7 (d) An anount equal to 40 fFerty percent of the
8| registration fees fromcomrercial vessels shall be transferred
9| by the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles, on a
10 | nonthly basis, to the General |nspection Trust Fund of the
11 | Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services. These funds
12 | shall be used for shellfish and aquacul ture | aw enforcenent
13| and quality control prograns.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
15| I aw
16
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