Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1083
By Representative Jennings

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to regional transportation

3 authorities; creating the North Central Florida
4 Regi onal Transportation Authority; providing

5 definitions; providing for nenbership of the

6 authority; providing for terns and

7 qgual i fications of nenbers; linmting consecutive
8 terns of nenbership; providing circunstances

9 under which a nenber may be suspended or

10 renoved; providing for organization and conduct
11 of business of the authority; providing for

12 rei mbursenent of nenbers; providing powers of
13 the authority; providing power of em nent

14 domai n; authorizing the authority to issue

15 bonds payable solely fromrevenues for the

16 pur pose of acquiring, constructing,

17 reconstructing, inproving, extending,

18 enl argi ng, or equi pping any transportation

19 facilities; authorizing the authority to fix
20 rates, fees, and other charges for the use of
21 and for services furnished by transportation
22 facilities; authorizing the authority to enter
23 into specified contracts; authorizing the
24 securing of bonds by a trust agreenent;
25 provi di ng conditions upon resol utions
26 aut hori zi ng the issuance of bonds; providing
27 for specified contributions to the authority by
28 t he governi ng bodi es of Al achua, Bradford,
29 Citrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and Putnam Counties
30 and the cities of Gainesville and Ccal a;
31 authorizing the authority to issue industrial
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1 devel opnent revenue bonds to assist in the

2 financing of specified facilities; providing a
3 limt on outstanding industrial devel opnent

4 revenue bonds; providing powers of the

5 authority with respect to industrial facilities
6 and projects; providing restrictions; providing
7 requi renents of financing docunents and

8 security docunents; providing that noneys

9 recei ved under the act are trust funds to be

10 hel d and applied solely as provided in the act;
11 provi di ng renedi es of bondhol ders; authori zing
12 the authority to issue refundi ng bonds;

13 providing | aw enforcenent functions of the

14 authority; providing power of the authority to
15 adopt suppl enental rules, regulations, and

16 ordi nances; providing for the issuance of a

17 beverage license to the authority; providing

18 procedure with respect to the issuance of such
19 license; providing for requirenents,
20 restrictions, and transfer of such |icense;
21 providing that the authority is considered an
22 agency subject to ch. 120, F.S., the
23 Adm ni strative Procedure Act; providing tax
24 exenption for bonds issued under the act;
25 providi ng severability; providing an effective
26 dat e.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Short title.--This act nmay be cited as the
31 |"North Central Florida Regional Transportation Authority Act.”
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1 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the

2| following terns have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs, unless the

3| context indicates another or different neaning or intent:

4 (1) "Transportation facility" or "transportation

5| facilities" means the property or property rights, both rea

6 | and personal, of a type used for the establishnent of public
7 | transportation systens which have heretofore been, or may

8 | hereafter be, established by public bodies for the

9 | transportation of people and property fromplace to pl ace,

10| including, but not limted to, shops, restaurants and catering
11| facilities, ternmnals, buildings, and parking facilities and
12 | all other facilities necessary or desirable for the arrival,
13 | departure, operating, servicing, repairing, and parking of

14 | transportati on conveyances, the unl oadi ng and handl i ng of

15 ) mail, express, and freight, and the accommopdati on

16 | conveni ence, and confort of passengers, all necessary

17 | appurtenances, nmchi nery, and equi pnent, and all | ands,

18 | properties, rights, easenents, and franchises relating thereto
19 | and consi dered necessary or convenient by the authority in
20 | connection therew th.
21 (2) "Authority" or "transportation authority" neans
22 | the authority created by this act, or, if such authority is
23 | abol i shed, the board, body, or comm ssion succeeding to the
24 | principal functions thereof or to which the powers given by
25| this act to the authority are given by | aw
26 (3) "Cost" neans the cost of acquiring, constructing,
27 | reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging, or equipping
28 | transportation facilities and includes financing charges,
29 | interest prior to and during construction and for 1 year after
30| conpl etion of construction, cost of engineering, |egal, and
31| other professional services, plans, specifications, surveys,
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1| estimates of cost and of revenues, other expenses necessary or
2]lincident to the deternining of the feasibility or

3| practicability of any such acquisition, construction

4 | reconstruction, inprovenent, extension, enlargenent, or

5| equi pnrent of transportation facilities, adnmnistrative

6 | expenses, and such ot her expenses, including reasonabl e

7| provision for working capital and reserves, as nmay be

8 | necessary or incident to the financing herein authorized, to
9| the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, inprovenent,
10 | extensi on, enl argenent, and equi pnent of transportation

11| facilities, and to the placing of the sane in operation by the
12 | authority. Any obligation or expense incurred by the

13 | authority or by any political subdivision prior to the

14 | i ssuance of bonds under the provisions of this act in

15| connection with the acquisition, construction, reconstruction
16 | i nprovenent, extension, enlargenent, and equi pnent of any

17 | transportation facilities may be regarded as a part of such
18 | cost.

19 Section 3. Creation and nenbership of authority.--

20 (1) There is created a body politic and corporate to
21| be known as the North Central Florida Regional Transportation
22 | Authority for the purpose of acquiring, constructing,

23 | i nprovi ng, financing, operating, and nmintaining

24 | transportation facilities. The authority is constituted a

25| public instrunentality, and the exercise by the authority of
26 | its powers conferred by this act is deened and held to be the
27 | performance of essential governnental functions.

28 (2) The governing body of the North Central Florida

29 | Regional Transportation Authority shall consist of 13 nenbers
30| as foll ows:

31
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(a) One nenber appointed by the governing body of

Al achua County who nust be a resident of Al achua County.

(b) One nenber appointed by the governing body of
Bradf ord County who nust be a resident of Bradford County.
(c) One nenber appointed by the governing body of

Citrus County who nust be a resident of Citrus County.

(d) One nenber appointed by the governing body of Lake

County who nmust be a resident of Lake County.

(e) One nenber appointed by the governing body of Levy

County who nmust be a resident of Levy County.

(f) One nenber appointed by the governing body of

Mari on County who nust be a resident of Marion County.

(g) One nenber appointed by the governing body of

Put nam County who nust be a resident of Putnam County.
(h) One nenber appointed by the Mayor of the City of
Gi nesville who nust be a resident of the City of Ginesville.
(i) One nenber appointed by the Mayor of the City of
Ccal a who nust be a resident of the Gty of Ccal a.

(j) The President of the University of Florida, or the

president's designee.

(k) Three at-|arge nenbers appoi nted by the Governor

(3) At least 30 days prior to the date of expiration

of the termof any nenber of the authority, or within 30 days

after the creation of any vacancy in the nenbership of the

authority resulting fromthe death, resignation, change of

residence, or renoval of any such nenber or from any other

cause, the successor of such nenber shall be appointed by the

original appointing authority. Any appointed nenber is

eligible for reappoi ntnent. However, a nenber nmay not serve

nore than 8 consecutive years. All appointnents shall be for a

4-year term

5
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(4) Each appointed nenber of the authority nust be a

person of integrity, responsibility, and business ability, who

is conpetent and know edgeable in one or nore fields,

including, but not linmted to, public affairs, |aw, econonics,

accounting, engineering, finance, natural resources

conservation, energy, or another field substantially related

to the duties and functions of the authority. The nenbership

of the authority shall fairly represent the specified fields

and shall be nonpartisan. A person who is serving in another

public office is not eligible for appoi ntnent, unless that

person resigns the other office before being appointed to the

authority. A person who, at the tinme of an antici pated

appointnent to the authority, is transacting business with the

authority, or who is reasonably expected to transact busi ness

with the authority, either for hinself or herself or as an

enpl oyee of, agent for, or consultant to any other person or

legal entity, may not be appointed as a nenber of the

aut hority.
(5) Any appointed nenber of the authority may be

suspended or renmoved fromoffice by the original appointing

authority for good cause affecting his or her ability to

performhis or her duties as a nenber; for m sfeasance,

nmal f easance, or nonfeasance in office; or for violating his or

her duty to avoid conduct tending to underni ne decisions of

the authority, exposing the authority to liability for

damages, injuring the good nane of the authority, or

di sturbing the well-being of the authority's staff or

enpl oyees.
Section 4. Oganization and conduct of business of

authority. --

6
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(1) The authority shall select one of its nenbers as

chair, who shall serve as such at the pleasure of the

authority. The authority shall also select one of its nenbers

to act as secretary of the authority. The authority shal

enpl oy a treasurer and nmay enploy an assistant treasurer. The

treasurer or, in his or her absence, the assistant treasurer

shall sign all checks paid out by the authority, which shal

be countersigned by the chair of the authority or, in the

absence of the chair, by the vice chair as provided in

subsection (19) of section 5. The treasurer shall assist in

the preparation of the annual budget, which budget nust be

approved by the authority prior to beconing effective. Such

persons shall act as secretary of the authority and as

treasurer of the authority, respectively, at the pleasure of

the authority.

(2) A mjority of the nenbers of the authority

constitutes a quorum and the affirmative vote of a mpjority

of a quorum of the nenbers of the authority is necessary for

any action taken by the authority.

(3) Each nmenber may be paid an annual salary of $1.

Menbers shall be reinbursed for the amount of actual expenses

incurred by themin the performance of their duties. Menbers

shal|l be reinbursed for nileage as provided in s. 112.061

Florida Statutes, fromtheir places of residence to place of

neeting and return, and for vicinity mleage incurred in the

perfornmance of their duties. The nenbers shall al so be

rei mbursed for, or the authority nmay purchase on a nenber's

behal f, insurance covering a nenber while traveling on

of ficial business. The proceeds of such insurance shall be

payabl e to such beneficiary as the nenber directs. The travel

expenses, subsistence, and | odgi ng expenses of a nenber of the
7
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1| authority or of an authority enpl oyee nmay not exceed those

2| prescribed by s. 112.061, Florida Statutes, unless actua

3 | reasonabl e expenses in excess of those prescribed by s.

41 112.061, Florida Statutes, are specifically authorized prior
5]to the incurring of such expenses, by action of the authority
6| taken at a regular nonthly neeting at which the question of

7 | such expenses appears as a separate itemon the agenda.

8 Section 5. Powers of the authority.--The authority is
9 | authorized and enpower ed:

10 (1) To adopt bylaws for the regulation of its affairs
11 | and the conduct of its business.

12 (2) To adopt an official seal and alter the sane at

13 ] its pleasure.

14 (3) To nmmintain an office at such place or places as
15 it may designate, within Al achua, Bradford, Ctrus, Lake,

16 | Levy, Marion, and Putnam Counties only.

17 (4) To sue and be sued in its own nane and pl ead and
18 | be i npl eaded.

19 (5) To acquire, |ease as |essee or |lessor, construct,
20 | reconstruct, inprove, extend, enlarge, equip, repair,

21| maintain, and operate any transportation facilities within any
22| or all of the counties of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake,

23| Levy, Marion, and Putnam

24 (6) To |lease as |l essor for other than transportation
25 | purposes, or to sell or otherw se dispose of, any |land or

26 | other transportation facilities that it has determi ned are no
27 | | onger used or useful for purposes of the authority, subject,
28 | however, to any limtations inposed on such | easing or

29 | di sposition by any bonds issued by the authority hereunder or
30 | by any proceedi ngs taken in connection with the i ssuance of
31| such bonds or by any contracts entered into hereunder with any
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or all of the counties of Al achua, Bradford, C trus, Lake,

Levy, Marion, and Putnam

(7) To issue bonds of the authority, as provided in

this act, to pay the cost of such acquisition, construction

reconstruction, inprovenent, extension, enlargenment, or

equi pnent .
(8) To issue refunding bonds of the authority as

provided in this act.

(9) To conbine any transportation facilities for the

pur pose of operation and financing.

(10) To fix and revise fromtine to tine and coll ect

rates, fees, and other charges for the use of or for the

services furni shed by any transportation facilities.

(11) To acquire real property in the nane of the

authority by gift, purchase, or the exercise of the power of

em nent domain in accordance with the laws of this state which

may be applicable to the exercise of such powers by counties

or municipalities, including, without limtation, the

| easehold i nterest of |essees under | eases made by the

authority as lessor; to acquire such personal property as it

consi ders necessary in connection with the acquisition

construction, reconstruction, inprovenent, extension

enl argenent, equi pnent, operation, nmintenance, or repair of

any transportation facilities; and to hold and di spose of al

such real and personal property under its control. The power

granted in this subsection, and under subsection (5) for

acquisition of lands, is linmited to lands or interests therein

needed for purposes of the authority.

(12) To exercise the power of eminent domain in

accordance with the provisions of chapter 74, Florida

Statutes, as fromtine to tine anended, or any successor
9
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statute, in the sane manner as therein provided for the

acquiring of rights-of-way for the state highway systemand to

take title to lands in fee sinple absolute or such | esser

estate as nmay be specified in the declaration of taking, upon

the deposit of such sumas the court determines will fully

secure and fully conpensate the persons lawfully entitled to

conpensati on.

(13) To nmake and enter into all contracts and

agreenents necessary or incidental to the performance of its

duties and the execution of its powers under this act,

including a trust agreenent or trust agreenents securing any

bonds issued under this act, and to enploy such consulting and

ot her engi neers, superintendents, managers, construction and

financial experts, accountants and attorneys, and enpl oyees

and agents as are, in the judgnent of the authority,

necessary, and to fix and pay their conpensation, and, with

regard to such superintendents, managers, accountants, and

enpl oyees, to provide for deferred conpensation, health,

accident, and disability paynents, and other fringe benefits;

to provide for health, accident, and disability paynents for

nmenbers of the authority; and to renobve any enpl oyee at any

time upon such notice as the authority considers fair and

reasonable by a mpjority vote of the nenbers of the authority;

however, all such expenses nust be payable solely from funds

nmade avail abl e under the provisions of this act.

(14) To accept grants of noney or naterials or

property of any kind for any transportation facilities from

any federal or state agency, political subdivision, or other

public body or fromany private agency or individual, upon

such terns and conditions as nmay be inposed and to enter into

contracts and grants agreenents with the Federal Governnent
10
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and with the state or any of its agencies, in the capacity of

sponsor or cosponsor of any transportation devel opnent project

i nvolving the acquisition, construction, reconstruction

i nprovenent, extension, enlargenent, or equi pnent of any

transportation facilities owned or operated by the authority,

pursuant to any federal or state |aw providing for

transportation-rel ated aid.

(15) To make purchase nobney nortgages on any

addi ti onal property purchased by the authority, or to purchase

property subject to nortgages; however, the security

i nstrunent evidencing any such nortgage nust expressly linmt

and confine the lien of the nortgage to the property so

pur chased
(16) To borrow noney fromtine to tine, and to procure

one or nore lines of credit fromtine to tine in furtherance

thereof, for any corporate purpose of the authority and to

secure any such | oan by executing a pronissory note or notes

in the nane of the authority pledging any revenues of the

authority; however, any such prom ssory note is, and nust

state on its face that it is, subordinate and subject in right

to paynent fromthe revenues of any transportation facilities,

but not subordinate and subject in right to paynent from

federal or state grants unless so provided in any resol ution

or trust agreenent as nentioned hereinafter, to all bonds and

bond antici pation notes theretofore or thereafter issued by

the authority pursuant to this act or any other statute for

t he purpose of paying the cost of acquiring, constructing,

reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging, or equipping

any transportation facilities, except to the extent otherwi se

provided in any resolution or trust agreenent authorizing or

securing, respectively, such bonds or bond anticipation notes.
11
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(17) To construct, maintain, operate, |ease, and

regul ate notor vehicle parking facilities for the agents,

enpl oyees, guests, and business invitees of the authority or

its tenants and the visiting public.

(a) The authority nmay enter into | ease and franchise

agreenents with private persons or corporations as tenants or

operators of such facilities upon such terms and for such

periods of tine as the authority considers appropriate. The

authority shall hold a public hearing, after the publication

of a notice of such hearing in a newspaper of genera

circulation in Alachua, Bradford, Ctrus, Lake, Levy, Marion

and Put nam Counties, respectively, at |least one tine no | ess

than 10 days nor nore than 25 days prior to such hearing to:

1. Consider the establishnent of rates or fees, if

any, that will be charged to persons who use any such parking

facility; or

2. Consider any subsequent revisions therein that

i ncrease such rates or fees. The authority nmay pl edge the

i ncone and revenues derived from such | eases and franchi se

agreenents as security for the repaynment of |oans extended to

the authority or as security for the paynent of any bonds of

the authority issued pursuant to section 6 of this act as it

consi ders necessary or desirable fromtinme to tine.

(b) The authority may cause any notor vehicle parked

on authority property without its pernission to be renoved by

a person regularly engaged in the business of tow ng notor

vehicles, without liability for the cost of renoval,

transportation, or storage or danages caused by such renoval,

transportation, or storage, if notice is prom nently posted on

the property or has been personally given to the owner or

driver of the nmotor vehicle that the area in which such
12
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vehicle is parked is reserved or is otherw se unavail able for

unaut hori zed vehicl es. Wienever any notor vehicle is so

renoved, the authority shall, upon request, imedi ately and

wi t hout demandi ng conpensation, informthe owner or |essor of

such notor vehicle of the nane and | ocation of the person or

conpany that renoved it. The person causing the renoval of

the nmotor vehicle shall notify the nearest police departnment

of the renoval and the nane and | ocation of the person that

renoved it.
(18) To adopt a budget prior to Septenber 30 of each

year for the ensuing fiscal year comencing Cctober 1. The

budget, after adoption, may be anended or altered only by

action of the authority taken at a regular or special neeting.

In any fiscal year, the authority nmay not authorize the

expenditure of authority funds in excess of those budgeted,

except to the extent that the actual or anticipated receipts

exceed the budgeted incone. All checks for disbursenent of

funds of the authority nmust be signed by the treasurer or, in

t he absence of the treasurer, by the assistant treasurer and

nust be countersigned by the chair or, in the absence of the

chair, by the vice chair. The authority, through its byl aws,

shal | establish the procedure for deternining the absence of

the chair or treasurer for purposes of the countersigning of

checks by the vice chair or the assistant treasurer

respectively.

(19) To do all acts and things necessary or conveni ent

to carry out the powers granted by this act.

Section 6. Bonds.--
(1) The authority nmay issue, at one tine or fromtine

to tine, bonds of the authority for the purpose of paying al

or any part of the cost of acquiring, constructing,
13
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reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging, or equipping

any transportation facilities. The bonds of each issue shal

be dated, shall mature at such tine or tines, not exceeding 40

years after their date or dates, and shall bear interest at

such rate or rates as are deternmined by the authority, not

exceeding the maxi numrate then specified in s. 215. 84,

Florida Statutes, unless a higher rate is approved by the

State Board of Administration pursuant to that section, and

may be made redeenmmbl e before maturity, at the option of the

authority, at such price or prices and under such terns and

conditions as nay be fixed by the authority prior to the

i ssuance of the bonds. The authority shall determine the form

and the manner of execution of the bonds, including any

i nterest coupons to be attached thereto, and shall fix the

denoni nati on or denoninations of the bonds and the place or

pl aces of paynent of principal and interest, which may be at

any bank or trust conpany within or without the state. 1In

case any officer whose signature or a facsinile of whose

si gnature nust appear on any bonds or coupons ceases to be

such officer before the delivery of such bonds, such signature

or such facsimle is nevertheless valid and sufficient for al

purposes, the sane as if the officer had remained in office

until such delivery. Notw thstanding any of the other

provisions of this act or any recitals in any bond issued

under the provisions of this act, all such bonds are deened to

be i nvestnment securities under chapter 678, Florida Statutes.

The bonds may be issued in coupon or registered formw thout

coupons or both, as the authority deternines; and provision

may be made for the registration of any coupon bonds as to

principal alone and also as to both principal and interest and

for the reconversion into coupon bonds of any bonds registered
14
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as to both principal and interest. The authority may sell such

bonds in such manner, either at public or private sale, and

for such price, as it determines to be for the best interest

of the authority.

(2) The proceeds of the bonds of each issue shall be

used solely for the purpose for which such bonds were

aut hori zed and shall be disbursed i n such manner and under

such restrictions, if any, as the authority may provide in the

resolution authorizing the i ssuance of such bonds or in the

trust agreenent securing the sanme. Unl ess otherw se provided

in the authorizing resolution or in the trust agreenent

securing such bonds, if the proceeds of such bonds, by error

of estimates or otherwise, is | ess than the anobunt required

for such purpose, additional bonds may in |i ke manner be

i ssued to provide the anobunt of such deficit and are entitled

to paynent fromthe sane fund w thout preference or priority

of the bonds first issued for the same purpose.

(3) The resolution providing for the i ssuance of

bonds, and any trust agreenment securing such bonds, nay al so

contain such limtations upon the issuance of additional bonds

as the authority considers proper, and such additional bonds

shal | be issued under such restrictions and linmitations as may

be prescribed by such resol ution or trust agreenent.

(4) Prior to the preparation of definitive bonds, the

authority may, under like restrictions, issue interimreceipts

or tenporary bonds, with or without coupons, exchangeabl e for

definitive bonds when such bonds have been executed and are

avail able for delivery. The authority nmay al so provide for

the repl acenent of any bonds that becone nutil ated or that

have been destroyed or | ost.

15
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1 (5) Bonds may be issued under this act wthout

2 | obtaining the consent of any conm ssion, board, bureau, or

3 | agency of the state or of any political subdivision, and

4 | without any other proceeding or the happeni ng of other

5] conditions or things than those proceedi ngs, conditions, or

6| things that are specifically required by this act.

7 Section 7. Rates, fees, and other charges.--The

8| authority may fix and revise fromtine to tine, either by

9| agreenent with a user or by resolution of the authority,

10| rates; fees, including, without linmtation, |anding fees; and
11 | other charges for the use of and for the services furnished or
12 | to be furnished by any transportation facilities owned or

13 | operated by the authority. Such rates, fees, and charges are
14 | not subject to supervision or regulation by any bureau, board,
15| conmission, or other agency of the state or of any politica
16 | subdivision. Such rates, fees, and charges shall be fixed and
17 | revised so that the revenues of the authority, together with
18 | any other available funds, will be sufficient at all tines:
19 (1) To pay the cost of maintaining, repairing, and
20 | operating the transportation facilities owned or operated by
21| the authority, including reserves for such purposes.
22 (2) To pay the principal of and prenmium if any, and
23| interest on all bonds issued by the authority under this act
24| to pay for the cost of acquiring, constructing,
25 | reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging, or equipping
26 | any transportation facilities as the sane becone due and
27 | payable and to provide reserves therefor
28
29 | Notwi t hstandi ng any of the provisions of this section, the
30| authority nmay enter into contracts relating to the use of, or
31| for the services furnished or to be furni shed by, any

16
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1| transportation facilities, which contracts are not subject to
2| revision except in accordance with their terns.

3 Section 8. Trust agreenent or resolution.--

4 (1) In the discretion of the authority, each or any

5] issue of bonds nay be secured by a trust agreenent by and

6 | between the authority and a corporate trustee, which nmay be

7 | any trust conpany or bank having the powers of a trust conpany
8| within or without the state. It is |lawful for any bank or

9 | trust conpany incorporated under the laws of this state which
10 | may act as depository of the proceeds of bonds or of revenues
11| to furnish such i ndemi fying bonds or to pl edge such

12 | securities as may be required by the authority. The resol ution
13 | aut hori zi ng the i ssuance of bonds or any trust agreenent

14 | securing such bonds may set forth the rights and renedi es of
15| the bondhol ders and of the trustee, if any, and nmay restrict
16 | the individual right of action by bondhol ders. Such resol ution
17 | or trust agreenent nmay contain such other provisions in

18 | addition to the foregoing as the authority considers

19 | reasonabl e and proper for the security of the bondhol ders.

20| The authority nay provide for the paynent of the proceeds of
21| the sale of the bonds and the revenues of any transportation
22 | facilities to such officer, board, or depository as it

23 | designates for the custody thereof, and for the nethod of

24 | di sbursenent thereof, with such safeguards and restrictions as
25| it determnes. All expenses incurred in carrying out the

26 | provi sions of such resolution or trust agreenent may be

27 | treated as a part of the cost of operation.

28 (2) The resolution authorizing the i ssuance of bonds

29| to pay the cost of acquiring, constructing, reconstructing,

30 | i nprovi ng, extending, enlarging, or equipping any

31| transportation facilities or any trust agreenent securing

17
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bonds issued for such purpose may pl edge the revenues to be

received fromany transportation facilities of the authority,

but nmay not convey or nortgage any of such facilities, and may

contain such provisions for protecting and enforcing the

rights and renedi es of the bondhol ders as are reasonabl e and

proper and not in violation of law, including, wthout

limtation, covenants setting forth the duties of the

authority in relation to the acquisition, construction

reconstruction, inprovenent, nmintenance, repair, operation

and i nsurance of any such facilities, the fixing and revising

of rates, fees, and charges, and the custody, safeguarding,

and application of all noneys, and for the enpl oynent of

consulting engineers in connection with such acquisition

construction, reconstruction, inprovenent, nmintenance,

repair, operation, or insurance.

(3) Any pledge of revenues of any transportation

facilities under this act is valid and binding fromthe tine

such pl edge is made. Any such revenues so pl edged and

thereafter received by the authority are i nmmedi ately subj ect

to the lien of such pledge without any physical delivery

thereof or further action, and the lien of such pledge is

valid and binding as against all parties having clains of any

kind in tort, contract, or otherw se against the authority,

irrespective of whether such parties have notice thereof.

Section 9. Contributions of certain political

subdi vi si ons. - -

(1) The governing body of each of the cities of

Gai nesville and Ccal a and each of the counties of Al achua,

Bradford, G trus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and Put nam nay nake

grants of noney to the authority and nmay | ease, |lend, grant,

or convey to the authority, with or without consideration
18
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1| real or personal property, for use by the authority for the

2 | acquisition, construction, reconstruction, inprovenent,

3 | extension, enlargenent, equi pnent, maintenance, or operation
4| of any transportation facilities; however, if the approval at
5] an election by the qualified electors of any such city or

6| county is required by the constitution of the state, such

7| el ection nust be called, noticed, and conducted, and the

8| result thereof deternined and declared, in the manner required
9| by the Florida El ection Code, chapters 97-106, Florida

10| Statutes, as fromtine to tinme anended, or any successor

11 | statute.

12 (2) The board of county comm ssioners of each of the
13 | counties of Al achua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and
14 | Put nam may:

15 (a) Enter into contracts, with or w thout

16 | consideration, for such periods of tinme as such board of

17 | county conmi ssioners determ nes, providing for the making of
18 | annual or other contributions fromany non-ad val oremtax

19 | revenues avail able for such contributions to the authority for
20 | use by the authority for the acquisition, construction
21 | reconstruction, inprovenent, extension, enlargenent,
22 | equi pnent, mai ntenance, repair, or operation of any
23 | transportation facilities and for the paynent of the principa
24 | of and premium if any, and interest on any bonds issued by
25| the authority under this act other than bonds issued pursuant
26 | to section 10 of this act or for nmaking up any deficiencies in
27 | the revenues of the authority necessary for any such purposes;
28 | and pl edge the taxi ng power of such county to the paynent of
29 | such contri butions.
30 (b) |Issue bonds of the county, payable solely from
31| revenues, for the purpose of providing funds to be granted to

19
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the authority for application to the paynent of the cost of

acqui sition, construction, reconstruction, inprovenent,

extensi on, enlargenent, or equi pnent of any transportation

facilities, such bonds to be issued under the provisions of

any | aw applicable to the i ssuance of bonds or other

obligations by the county; however, in any case in which the

approval at an election by the qualified electors residing in

the county is required by the State Constitution for the

exerci se of any of the powers conferred by this section, such

approval nust be obtai ned before such powers are exercised.

Any election to be held for the purpose of obtaining the

approval of such qualified electors shall be held and the

result thereof determ ned and declared in the manner provided
by the Florida El ecti on Code.
(c) Enter into contracts and grant agreenents with the

Federal Governnent, the state or any of its agencies, and the

authority in the capacity of sponsor or cosponsor of any

transportati on devel opnent project involving the acquisition

construction, reconstruction, inprovenent, extension

enl argenent, or equi pnment of any transportation facilities

owned or operated by the authority, pursuant to any federal or

state law providing for aid for such projects.

(3) The governing body of each of the cities of

Gai nesville and Ccal a and each of the counties of Al achua,

Bradford, GCtrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and Put nam nmay purchase,

fromtine to tine fromany noneys of such city or county which

are nade avail able therefor, bonds issued by the authority

pursuant to the provisions of this act other than bonds issued

pursuant to section 10 of this act; however, no one of such

cities or counties may at any one tine hold such bonds in a

princi pal anount exceedi ng $100, 000.
20
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1 Section 10. Industrial devel opnent revenue bonds. --

2 (1) It is the purpose of this section to authorize the
3| authority to foster and encourage t he devel opnent of

4 ] industrial facilities, including pollution control facilities,
5| to create or preserve enpl oynent opportunities, to protect the
6 | physical environment, to preserve and increase the prosperity
7| of the counties of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake, Levy,

8| Marion, and Putnam and to pronote the general welfare of al

9] their citizens without the use of public funds by issuing

10 | industrial devel opnent revenue bonds to assi st the financing
11 | of such facilities. It is declared that there are a nunber of
12 | industrial facilities on | ands presently owned by the

13 | authority which are greatly in need of reconstruction

14 | i nprovenent, renodeling, replacenent, or enlargenent in order
15 ) that these lands and facilities nmay be best utilized pending
16 | any future use of such lands and facilities for purposes of

17 | the authority and that the financing of such reconstruction
18 | i nprovenent, renodeling, replacenent, or enlargenent, as

19 | provided in this section, will enable the authority to
20 | maintain or increase its incone fromsuch | ands and
21 | facilities. It is further declared that the actions authorized
22 | by this section serve a public purpose and that in carrying
23| out the provisions of this section the authority is regarded
24 | as performng an essential governnental function. The
25 | outstandi ng i ndustrial devel opnent revenue bonds authorized by
26 | this section may not at any tinme exceed $3 million in the
27 | aggregat e.
28 (2) As used in this section, the followi ng terms have
29 | the foll owi ng neani ngs, unless the context indicates another
30| or different nmeaning or intent:
31
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1 (a) "Bond" neans an evi dence of indebtedness issued by
2| the authority under this act to finance an industrial project
3]in whole or in part or to refund indebtedness incurred for

4 | that purpose.

5 (b) "Debt service" neans the anounts required to pay

6 | bonds according to their terns and includes anounts

7| representing principal, premium and interest.

8 (c) "Financing docunent”" neans a witten instrunent

9| establishing the rights and responsibilities of the authority
10| and the user with respect to an industrial facility financed
11| by the issue of bonds under this act.

12 (d) "Industrial facility" nmeans any property financed
13| or to be financed under the provisions of this section, which
14 | may include structures and appurtenances incidental to any of
15| the hereinafter detail ed purposes such as utility |ines,

16 | storage accommodati ons, or transportation facilities on any
17 | property owned by the authority on the effective date of this
18 | act, whether real or personal or a conbination of both types
19 | of property, which is suitable for:
20 1. Manufacturing, processing, assenbling, or
21 | war ehousi ng goods or materials for sale or distribution, but
22 | does not include raw materials, work in process, or stock in
23 | trade;
24 2. The conduct of research and devel opnent activities;
25 3. Collecting or processing any kind of waste nateri al
26 | for reuse or disposal
27 4, Reducing, nitigating, or elinmnating pollution of
28 | land, air, or water by substances, heat, or sound; or
29 5. Any conbination of the foregoing activities, uses,
30 | or purposes.
31
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1 (e) "lIndustrial project" nmeans the creation
2 | establishnent, acquisition, construction, expansion
3| renpdeling, or replacenent of an industrial facility financed
4| by the issue of bonds under this act.
5 (f) "Project costs" neans any costs or expenses
6 | reasonably incidental to an industrial project and may,
7| without limtation, include the costs of:
8 1. Issuing bonds to finance an industrial project.
9 2. Acquiring land, buildings, structures, and
10| facilities, whether by | ease, purchase, construction, or
11 | ot herwi se.
12 3. Acquiring rights in or over land, air, or water.
13 4. |Inproving land and inproving buil dings, structures,
14 | and facilities by renopdeling, reconstruction, replacenent, or
15 | enl argenent.
16 5. Acquiring and installing nachi nery and equi pnent.
17 6. (btaining professional or advisory services.
18 7. Paying interest prior to and during construction
19 ) and until 1 year after conpletion of a project.
20 8. Creating reserves.
21 (g) "Security docunent" neans a written instrunment
22 | establishing the rights and responsibilities of the authority
23| and the holders of bonds issued to finance an industrial
24 | facility.
25 (h) "User" neans the person entitled to the use or
26 | occupancy of an industrial facility and prinmarily responsible
27 | for nmaki ng paynents sufficient to neet the debt service on the
28 | bonds issued to finance the facility.
29 (3) The authority may:
30 (a) Engage in industrial projects and acquire and
31| di spose of ownership or possessory interests in industrial

23
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1083
770-113A-02

facilities |located on | and owned by the authority on the

effective date of this act; however, in the exercise of its

powers granted under this section, the authority has no power

to sell or convey such land or to encunber the fee sinple

title to such land by way of nortgage, deed of trust,

subordi nati on agreenent, or other simlar instrunent.

(b) |Issue bonds to:

1. Pay project costs;

2. Reinburse a user or a related person for paynents

for project costs nade before or after bonds are issued; or

3. Refund bonds previously issued.

(c) Execute financing docunents and security docunents

and performobligations and exerci se powers created thereby.

(d) Dispose of all or part of any industrial facility

by sale or otherwise for the benefit of the bondholders in the

event of default by a user under a financing docunent, but

only to the extent authorized by the financing docunent or

security docunent.

(e) Make contracts or take any other action that is

necessary or desirable in connection with the exercise of the

powers granted under this section.

(4) This section does not authorize the authority to

operate an industrial facility itself or to conduct any

busi ness enterprise therewith except to the extent the

authority is authorized to do so by any other provision of

this act or by any other |aw.

(5) The authority's ownership or possessory interest

in the industrial facility under a financing docunment nay,

subj ect to the provisions of paragraph (3)(c), be that of

owner, |essor, |essee, conditional or install nent vendor

nort gagor, nortgagee, or otherw se.
24
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(6) Every financing docunent nust:

(a) Provide for paynents by the user at such tines and

in such anounts as are necessary in order to pay the debt

service on all bonds issued to finance the industrial project

as they becone due.

(b) Obligate the user to pay all the costs and

expenses of operation, nmmintenance, and upkeep of the

industrial facility and to pay reasonable rentals to the

authority for the use of any |lands and other property of the

authority not constituting an industrial facility or part

t her eof .
(7) Any financing docunent may:

(a) Bear any appropriate title.

(b) Involve property in addition to the property

financed by the bonds.

(c) Be in the nature of a | ease, a sal e-l easeback, a

| ease- purchase, a conditional sale, or an installnment sale

secured by a purchase nobney nortgage or any other sinilar

transacti on.

(d) Provide for paynents by the user which include

anounts in addition to the anpbunts required to pay debt

servi ce.
(e) Obligate a user to nmake paynents before the

industrial facility exists or becones functional and to nake

payrments after the industrial facility has ceased to exist or

be functional to any extent and from any cause.

(f) Obligate a user to make paynents regardl ess of

whether the user is in possession or is entitled to be in

possession of the industrial facility.

25
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(g) Allocate responsibility between the authority and

the user for nmaking purchases and contracts required for the

proj ect.
(h) Provide that sone or all of the user's obligations

are unconditional, binding, and enforceable in al

ci rcunst ances notwi thstandi ng any other provision of |aw

(i) Contain such other provisions and covenants

relating to the use, nmintenance, and replacenent of the

industrial facility as the authority and the user consider

necessary for the protection of thensel ves or others.

(8) A security docunent nay:

(a) Contain an assignnent, pledge, nortgage, or other

encunbrance of all or part of the authority's interest in, or

right to receive paynents with respect to, an industrial

facility under a financing docunent.

(b) Bear any appropriate title.

(c) Provide for a trustee for the benefit of holders

of bonds issued to finance an industrial facility.

(d) Be conbined with a financing docunent as one

i nstrument.
(e) Contain covenants of the authority as to:

1. The creati on and nmai nt enance of reserves.

2. The issuance of other bonds with respect to the

i ndustrial facility.

3. The custody, investnent, and application of noneys.

4. The disposition of insurance or condemati on

pr oceeds.
5. The use of surplus bond proceeds.

6. Action by the authority in the event of a default

by the user under the financi ng docunent.

26
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7. The subjecting of additional property to the lien

of the security docunent.

8. Any other matter that affects the security for the

bonds in any way.

(f) Linmt the rights of bondhol ders to enforce

obligations of the authority thereunder or under the financing

docunent .
(9) Any assignnent, pledge, nortgage, or other

encunbrance of all or part of the authority's right to receive

payrments with respect to an industrial facility contained in a

security docunment is valid and binding fromthe tinme such

security document is executed or adopted; and the paynents so

assi gned, pl edged, nortgaged, or otherw se encunbered and

thereafter received by the authority are i nmmedi ately subj ect

to the lien of such assignnent, pledge, nortgage, or other

encunbrance, with or without any physical delivery thereof or

further action; and the lien of such pledge is valid and

bi ndi ng as against all parties having clains of any kind in

tort, contract, or otherw se against the authority,

irrespective of whether such parties have notice thereof.

(10) Bonds of the authority nay be issued pursuant to

this section in the sane manner as provided in sections 6, 11

12, and 13 of this act. The term"trust agreenent," as used

in such sections, nmeans and includes, in the case of bonds

i ssued pursuant to this section, any security docunent.

(11) Bonds issued under this section do not constitute

debts of the state or of any political subdivision thereof or

a pledge of the faith and credit of the state or of any

political subdivision;, but such bonds are obligations of the

authority payable solely fromthe funds provided therefor, and

27
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a statenent to that effect nust be recited on the face of the

bonds.
(12) The financing docunent and the security docunent

nmust provide that under no circunstances is the authority

obligated, directly or indirectly, to pay the cost of any

i ndustrial project, the expenses of operation or maintenance

of any industrial facility, or the debt service on any bonds

i ssued to finance an industrial project except fromthe

proceeds of such bonds or from funds recei ved under the

fi nanci ng docunent, exclusive of any funds received thereunder

by the authority for its own use.

Section 11. Trust funds.--A|l noneys recei ved pursuant

to the authority of this act are deened to be trust funds and

nmust be held and applied solely as provided in this act. The

resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of bonds or the trust

agreenent securing such bonds must provide that any officer to

whom or bank, trust conpany, or fiscal agent to which, such

noneys are paid shall act as trustee of such nbneys and shal

hold and apply the sane for the purposes hereof, subject to

such regul ations as the act and such resol ution or trust

agreenent nmy provide.

Section 12. Renedies.--Any hol der of bonds issued

under the provisions of this act or of any of the coupons

appertaining thereto, and the trustee under any trust

agreenent, except to the extent the rights herein given may be

restricted by the resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of such

bonds or such trust agreenent, nay by suit, action, nandamnus,

or other proceeding, protect and enforce any and all rights

under the laws of the state or granted hereunder or under such

resolution or trust agreenent, and nay enforce and conpel the

perfornmance of all duties required by this act or by such
28
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resolution or trust agreenent to be perforned by the authority

or by any officer thereof, including the fixing, charging, and

collecting of rates, fees, and charges for the use of or for

the services furnished by any transportation facilities.

Section 13. Refunding bonds.--The authority nmay issue

fromtine to tine refunding bonds for the purpose of refunding

any bonds of the authority then outstanding, including the

payrment of any redenption preniumthereon and any interest

accrued or to accrue to the date of redenption of such bonds.

The authority may issue fromtine to tine bonds of the

authority for the conbi ned purpose of refunding any bonds of

the authority then outstanding, including the paynent of any

redenption premiumthereon and any interest accrued or to

accrue to the date of redenption of such bonds, and paying al

or any part of the cost of acquiring, constructing,

reconstructing, inproving, extending, enlarging, or equipping

any transportation facilities or engaging in any additiona

i ndustrial project, as the case may be, provided no refunding

bonds issued with respect to any industrial project are

payable fromthe revenues of any transportation facilities.

The i ssuance of such bonds, the maturities and other details

thereof, the rights and renedi es of the hol ders thereof, and

the rights, powers, privileges, duties, and obligations of the

authority with respect to the sane, are governed by the

foregoing provisions of this act insofar as the sane are

appl i cabl e.
Section 14. Law enforcenent functions of the

authority. --

(1) Definitions.--As used in this section, the term

(a) "Transportation facility operations area" neans

that portion of a transportation facility designed and used
29
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for the arrival, departure, or maneuvering of a transportation

conveyance.
(b) "Transportation facility" means any real property

the fee sinple title to which is vested in the transportation

aut hority.
(c) "Transportation facility grounds" includes all of

the transportation facility.

(d) "Traffic," when used as a noun, neans the use or

occupancy of, and the novenent in, on, or over, streets, ways,

wal ks, roads, alleys, parking areas, and transportation

facility operations areas by vehicles, pedestrians, or ridden

or herded ani nal s.

(2) Traffic, parking, and security |aws and

ordi nances; applicability to transportation facility

grounds.--All provisions of chapters 316 and 318, Florida

Statutes, apply to the transportation facility grounds. The

ordi nances of the counties of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake,

Levy, Marion, Putnam the City of Gainesville, and the City of

Ccala that relate to traffic control, the parking of vehicl es,

i ncluding the towi ng away of unlawfully parked or abandoned

vehicles, or the security of transportation facility

operations areas apply within that part of the transportation

facility grounds that lies within the territorial boundaries

of the respective county or nunicipality; provided that no

such ordinance is applicable within the transportation

facility grounds unless the transportation authority by its

resolution first requested the respective county or city to

adopt such an ordi nance, pointing out the general matters or

ci rcunstances to be covered by the ordi nance, and that any

such ordi nance adopted at the request of the transportation

authority nust be reasonable and in furtherance of the public
30
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1| health, safety, welfare, and interest. Copies of such

2 | applicabl e ordi nances nust be posted at each transportation

3| facility on public bulletin boards where notices are

4 | customarily posted and nust be nade available to any person

5] requesting a copy of such ordi nances.

6 (3) Transportation authority police. --

7 (a) The transportation authority may provide for

8| police officers for the transportation authority, who shall be
9| designated "transportation authority police."

10 (b) The transportation authority police are declared
11| to be law enforcenent officers of the state and conservators
12 | of the peace with the authority to arrest, in accordance with
13| the laws of this state, any person for a violation of state or
14 | federal |aw or an applicable county or nunicipal ordinance if
15| the violation occurs on transportation facility grounds.

16 | Transportation authority police may al so nmake arrests in fresh
17 | pursuit off transportation facility grounds for such

18 | violations if pursuit originated on transportation facility
19 | grounds. Transportation authority police have full authority
20| to bear arns in the performance of their duties and to execute
21| search warrants within the transportation facility grounds.
22 | Transportation authority police, when requested by the Sheriff
23 | of Al achua County, the Sheriff of Bradford County, the Sheriff
24 | of Gitrus County, the Sheriff of Lake County, the Sheriff of
25| Levy County, the Sheriff of Mrion County, the Sheriff of
26 | Putnam County, the chief adninistrative police officer of the
27| City of Gainesville, or the chief administrative police
28 | officer of the City of Ocala, may serve subpoenas or other
29 | l egal process and nay nmake arrests of persons agai nst whom
30| arrest warrants have been i ssued or charges have been nade for
31
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violations of federal or state |laws or county or nunici pal

or di nances.
(c) A transportation authority police officer may

enforce all applicable |laws and ordi nances pertaining to

traffic, parking, or security on the transportation facility

grounds and nmay issue citations for violations of such | aws

and ordi nances.

(d) A transportation authority police officer shal

pronmptly deliver each person arrested and charged with a

felony to the sheriff of the county within which the of fense

occurred and each person arrested and charged with a

m sdenmeanor to the applicable authority as may be provi ded by

| aw, but otherwise to the sheriff of the county in which the

of fense occurred.

(e) Each transportation authority police officer nust

neet the mni num standards established by the Crimnal Justice

St andards and Trai ni ng Conm ssion of the Departnent of Law

Enf orcenent and chapter 943, Florida Statutes, for |aw

enforcenent officers. Each transportation authority police

of ficer nust, before entering into the performance of his or

her duties, take the oath of office established by the

transportation authority. The transportation authority shal

enter into a good and sufficient bond on each transportation

authority police officer, payable to the Governor and his or

her successors in office, in the penal sumof $5,000 with a

surety conpany authorized to do business in this state as

surety thereon, and conditioned on the faithful performance of

the duties of the officer. The transportation authority shal

provide a uniformset of identifying credentials to each

transportation authority police officer it enpl oys.
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(f) In the performance of any of the powers, duties,

and functions authorized by |aw, transportation authority

police have the sane rights, protections, and immunities

af forded other | aw enforcenent officers by general |aw

(g) The transportation authority may exerci se and

performall the powers and prerogatives conferred upon | aw

enf orcenent agencies by ss. 932.701-932.707, Florida Statutes,

with respect to forfeiture of contraband.

(h) The transportation authority, with the approval of

t he Departnent of Law Enforcenent, shall adopt rul es,

including, but not linmted to, the appoi ntnent, enploynent,

and renoval of transportation authority police, and shal

establish in witing a police manual, including exanpl es of

how to handle a routine | aw enforcenent situation and an

energency | aw enforcenent situation. The transportation

authority shall furnish a copy of the police nanual to each of

the transportation authority police officers it enpl oys.

(4) Transportation authority parking enforcenent

speci alists. --

(a) The transportation authority may provide for

par ki ng enforcenent specialists for the transportation

authority, who shall be designated "transportation authority

par ki ng enforcenent specialists."

(b)1. A transportation authority parking enforcenent

speci alist may enforce, on the grounds of any transportation

facility under the control or operation of the authority, al

applicabl e laws and ordi nances relating to parking and may

i ssue citations for parking in violation of such | aws and

or di nances.
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2. A transportation authority parking enforcenent

specialist may not carry a firearmor other weapon and does

not have the authority to make arrests.

(c) Each transportation authority parking enforcenent

speci al i st must neet the nini num standards established by the

Crimnal Justice Standards and Traini ng Comm ssion of the

Departnent of Law Enforcenent for parking enforcenent

speci al i sts.

Section 15. Supplenental rules, regul ations, and

or di nances. - -

(1) The cities of Gainesville and Ccala, the counties

of Al achua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and Put nam

and their respective governing authorities, are each enpowered

and aut hori zed to adopt all needful rules, regulations, and

ordi nances regardi ng the operation, guidance, docki ng,

storing, parking, fueling, repairing, handling, |oading,

unl oadi ng, and conduct of all transportation conveyances and

not or vehicles of any kind with respect to their use or

operation over, upon, and within the transportation facilities

or using transportation facilities owned or operated by the

authority; provided that such rules, regul ations, or

ordi nances may not be enacted or adopted until the authority

by its resolution has first requested the City of Gainesville,
the City of Ccala, the County of Al achua, the County of

Bradford, the County of Citrus, the County of Lake, the County
of Levy, the County of Marion, or the County of Putnam as the

case may be, to enact and adopt such rules, regulations, and

ordi nances, pointing out the general matters or circunstances

to be covered, and all rules, regul ations, and ordi nances that

are adopted and enacted pursuant to this act nust be
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reasonable and in furtherance of the public health, safety,

wel fare, and interest.

(2) The authority nmay adopt resol utions requesting the

cities of Gainesville and Ccala and the counties of Al achua,

Bradford, G trus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and Putnamto enact

rul es, regulations, and ordi nances pursuant to the authority

of this act.

(3) Al rules, regulations, and ordi nances adopted and

enacted pursuant to the authority of this act, whether enacted
by the City of Gainesville, by the City of Ccala, by the
County of Alachua, by the County of Bradford, by the County of
Citrus, by the County of Lake, by the County of Levy, by the
County of Marion, or by the County of Putnam operate and are

of effect throughout the territory conprising the |ands of the

authority, including the portions of that territory situate
within the City of Gainesville, the City of Ccala, and the
portions of that territory outside those cities in the

counties of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and

Put nam
(4) The cities of Ginesville and Ccala and the
counties of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake, Levy, Marion, and

Put nam each have full police powers throughout the territory

conprising the lands of the authority, and each nmay appoi nt

guards or police to assist in the enforcenent of such rul es,

regul ati ons, and ordi nances as it adopts pursuant to the

authority of this act.

(5) Rules and regul ati ons enacted and adopted by the
County of Alachua, the County of Bradford, the County of
Citrus, the County of Lake, the County of Levy, the County of
Marion, or the County of Putnam pursuant to the authority of
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1| this act shall be enforced as are the crimnal laws. A

2| violation of such rules and regul ations is a ni sdeneanor

3 (6) The cities of Gainesville and Ccala may fix by

4 | ordinance penalties for the violation of the rules,

5] reqgul ati ons, and ordi nances that each adopts, respectively,

6 | pursuant to the authority of this act.

7 Section 16. Beverage |license.--

8 (1) A beverage license, as provided in ss. 561.17 and
9]561.19, Florida Statutes, shall be issued to the authority.

10 (2) Such beverage |license shall be issued upon proper
11 | application for license to conduct business, as provided by
12 | law. The application nust be in the nane of the North Centra
13| Florida Regional Transportation Authority, and when issued it
14 | nust be issued in the name of such applicant. The applicant
15 ] shall pay to the tax collector the license fees for the kind
16 | of license that the applicant desires, as provided by The

17 | Beverage Law.

18 (3) The beverage license shall be for the term

19 | provided by, and subject to all provisions of, The Beverage
20| Law and, in any proceedi ng for suspension or revocation of the
21| license involved, notice and hearing shall be provided the
22 | authority to the sane extent as provided |icensees under The
23 | Beverage Law. Any busi ness operated under such beverage
24 | license may be operated only by the authority or its | essee of
25| the restaurant and cocktail lounge in the terminal building or
26 | administration building at the transportation facility
27 | operated by the authority, and the |license may be transferred
28| to the lessee of that restaurant and cocktail |ounge. The
29 | authority nmay nake application for the transfer of the
30| license, and the application nust be approved by the Division
31| of Al coholic Beverages and Tobacco in accordance with the sane
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1| procedure provided for in ss. 561.18 and 561.19, Florida

2| Statutes; however, any transfer of the beverage |license to the
3| I essee nust be on the condition that, if the |lease is

4 | termnated at any tinme and for any cause, the | essee shal
5]imediately retransfer the beverage license to the authority,
6| and, in the event of failure and refusal of the | essee to so
7| retransfer the beverage license, it shall be retransferred to
8| the authority upon proper request nade in witing by the

9| authority. Thereafter, the beverage license nmay be again

10 | transferred to any new | essee of the restaurant and cockt ai
11 | | ounge upon the sane ternms and conditions. The beverage

12| license is at all tines the property of the authority, subject
13| to its transfer fromtinme to tinme to enable the | essee of the
14 | restaurant and cocktail |ounge to operate the busi ness under
15| the beverage |license authorized by this act.

16 Section 17. Administrative procedure.--ln accordance
17 | with s. 120.52(1)(c), Florida Statutes, the authority is

18 | consi dered an agency subject to the Adninistrative Procedure
19 | Act under chapter 120, Florida Statutes, to the extent that
20| the authority is nmade subject to that act by general |aw,

21 | existing judicial decision, or by other special |aw

22 Section 18. Tax exenption.--

23 (1) The authority as a public body corporate is deened
24| a political subdivision within the neaning of the exenptions
25| granted under s. 196.199, Florida Statutes.

26 (2) Any bonds issued under this act, their transfer

27 | and the incone therefrom including any profit nade on the

28 | sale thereof, are at all tines free fromtaxation within the
29 | state, except that incone derived fromsuch bonds is subject
30| to any tax inposed on such bonds by chapter 220, Florida

31
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1| Statutes, as fromtine to ti ne anended, or any successor

2| statute.

3 Section 19. Additional nethod.--This act provides an
4 | additional and alternative nethod for the doing of the things
5] authorized by this act and is supplenental and additional to
6 | powers conferred by other laws and is not in derogation of or
7 | repealing of any powers now existing under any other |aw,

8 | whet her general, special, or |ocal; however, the issuance of
9 | bonds or refundi ng bonds under the provisions of this act

10| shall conply with the requirenents of any other general |aw
11 | applicable to the i ssuance of bonds.

12 Section 20. Severability.--The provisions of this act
13 | are severable, and, if any of its provisions shall be held
14 | unconstitutional by any court of conpetent jurisdiction, the
15| deci sion of such court shall not affect or inpair any of the
16 | renmi ni ng provi si ons.

17 Section 21. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
18 | I aw

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b

2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3
Creates the North Central Florida Regional Transportation

4 Authority to serve Alachua County, Bradford Cbunc%,
Gtrus unty, Lake County, Levy County, Marion unty,

5 and Put nam County. Provides for menbership of the
authority. Provides for terns and qualifications of

6 nmenbers. "Limts consecutive terns of nenbership. Provides
ci rcunst ances under which a nenber may be renoved or

7 suspended. Provides for organization and conduct of
busi ness of the authority. "Provides for reinbursenent of

8 nmenbers. Provides powers of the authority. Provides
em nent dommi n power of the authority. Authorizes the

9 authority to i ssue bonds payable solely fromrevenues for
t he purpose of acquiring, constructing, reconstructing,

10 |nprOV|n?, ext endi ng, enlarglnﬂ, or eqU|pp|n? any
transportation facilities. Authorizes the authority to

11 fix rates, fees, and other charges for the use of and for
services turnished by transportation facilities.

12 Aut hori zes the authorltx to enter into specified
contracts. Authorizes the securing of bonds by a trust

13 agreenent. Provides conditions upon _resol utions o
aut hori zi ng the issuance of bonds. Provides for specified

14 contributions to the authority by the governing bodies of
Al achua, Bradford, Citrus, Lake,  Levy, Marion, ~and Put nam

15 Counties. Authorizes the authority to issue industrial
devel opnent revenue bonds to assist in the financing of

16 specified facilities. Provides a Iimt _on outstanding
i ndustrial devel opnent revenue bonds. Provides powerS of

17 the authority with respect to industrial facilities and

rojects. Provides restrictions. Provides requirenents of

18 i nanci ng docunents and security docunents. Provides that
noneys received under the act are trust funds to be held

19 and applied solely as provided in the act. Provides
remedi es of bondhol ders. Authorizes the author|t¥ to

20 i ssue refundi ng bonds. Provides | aw enforcenent functions
of the authori Y' Provi des power of the authority to

21 adopt supPIenen al rules, regulations, and ordi nances.
Provides for the issuance of "a beverage license to the

22 authority. Provides procedure with reSpect to the
i ssuance’ of such license. Provides for requirenents,

23 restrictions, and transfer of such |license. Provides that
the authority is considered an agency sugject to ch. 120,

24 F.S., the Adm nistrative Procedure ACt. Provides tax

o5 exenption for bonds issued under the act.

26

27

28

29

30

31
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