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1 House Joi nt Resol ution

2 A joint resolution proposing the creation of

3 Section 20 of Article Ill and the amendnent of

4 Section 10 of Article IV and Sections 3 and 5

5 of Article XI of the State Constitution to

6 aut hori ze the proposal of |egislation by

7 initiative, to revise or provide requirenents

8 for anending the State Constitution by

9 initiative which relate to signatures, voter

10 approval , and econonic inpact, and to provide

11 for Suprene Court review of initiative

12 petitions proposing |egislation

13

14 | Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 That the creation of Section 20 of Article Il and the
17 | anendment of Section 10 of Article IV and Sections 3 and 5 of
18| Article XI of the State Constitution set forth bel ow are

19 | agreed to and shall be submitted to the electors of Florida
20| for approval or rejection at the general election to be held
21| in Novenber 2002:

22 ARTI CLE | I']

23 LEG SLATURE

24 SECTION 20. Legislation by initiative.--

25 (a) The power to propose legislation by initiative is
26 | reserved to the people. The power nay be invoked by filing a
27 | petition with the chief elections officer of the state that
28 | contains a copy of the proposed | egislation, which petition is
29 | signed by a nunber of electors in each of the congressiona

30| districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to
31| four percent of the votes cast in each of such districts
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respectively and in the state as a whole in the | ast preceding

el ection in which presidential electors were chosen

(b) Special laws and general |aws of |oca

application; laws that inpose, elimnate, increase, or grant

exenption fromtaxes; |aws that appropriate state funds; | aws

that have a significant fiscal inpact on state or |oca

governnent; |laws that provide exenption frompublic records or

public neetings requirenents; |laws that provide for the nunber

or assignnent of judges or the jurisdiction of courts; |aws

that the legislature is prohibited from passing or nust pass

by an extraordinary vote; and | aws changi ng the boundaries of

any nmunicipality, county, or special, legislative, or

congressional district may not be proposed by initiative.

(c) Legislation proposed by initiative nust conply

with the requirenents of this constitution applicable to | aws

enacted by the legislature with respect to single subject and

prohi bition of anmendnent by reference. Laws that are enacted

by initiative shall be subject to the powers of the governor

and the legislature granted by this constitution, as such

powers apply to any law or legislation, and shall expire two

years after the date of taking effect unless reenacted by the

| egislature at the regular session i mmedi ately preceding the

date of expiration. The enacting clause of every |aw proposed

by initiative shall read: "Be It Enacted by the People of the

State of Florida by Initiative:".

(d) Legislation proposed by initiative shall be

submitted to the electors at the next general election held

nore than ninety days after the initiative petition proposing

it is filed with the custodi an of state records. The ball ot

nmust include a statenent expressing the chief purpose of the

proposed legislation, in clear and unanbi guous | anguage not
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exceeding 75 words in length, and a statenent of the econonic

i npact of the proposed legislation. |If the legislation

proposed by initiative is approved by three-fifths of those

el ectors voting on the proposal, it shall be effective on the

first day of July followi ng the next regul ar session of the

| egislature held after the general election at which the

legislative initiative was approved.

(e) The legislature shall establish by general |aw, no

later than July 1, 2003, procedures to be used in invoking and

approvi ng |l egislation proposed by initiative and for providing

sufficient prior public notice.

ARTI CLE 1V
EXECUTI VE
SECTION 10. Attorney General.--The attorney genera
shall, as directed by general |aw, request the opinion of the

justices of the suprene court as to the validity of any
initiative petition proposing |egislation circul ated pursuant

to Section 20 of Article Ill or any initiative petition

proposing to anend or revise this constitution circul ated

pursuant to Section 3 of Article XI. The justices shall,
subject to their rules of procedure, permt interested persons
to be heard on the questions presented and shall render their
written opinion expeditiously.
ARTI CLE Xl
AVENDMENTS
SECTION 3. Initiative.--

(a) The power to propose the revision or anmendnent of
any portion or portions of this constitution by initiative is
reserved to the people, provided that, any such revision or
anmendnent, except for those limting the power of governnent
to raise revenue, shall enbrace but one subject and matter
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directly connected therewith. It may be invoked by filing
with the custodian of state records a petition containing a
copy of the proposed revision or anendrment, signed by a nunber
of electors in each of ene—hatf—of the congressional districts
of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to eight
percent of the votes cast in each of such districts
respectively and in the state as a whole in the | ast preceding
el ection in which presidential electors were chosen

(b) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (a), any revision or

anmendnent of this constitution adopted by initiative petition

may be repealed by initiative petition limted to that purpose

only and subject to the sane requirenents for invoking and

voter approval as were applied to the petition proposing the

revision or anendnent to be repeal ed.
SECTION 5. Anendnment or revision election.--
(a) A proposed anmendnent to or revision of this

constitution, or any part of it, shall be subnitted to the
el ectors at the next general election held nore than ninety
days after the joint resolution, initiative petition or report
of revision comr ssion, constitutional convention or taxation
and budget reform conmission proposing it is filed with the
custodi an of state records, unless, pursuant to | aw enacted by
the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the nenbership of
each house of the legislature and linmted to a single
anmendnent or revision, it is submitted at an earlier special
el ection held nore than ninety days after such filing.

(b) ©Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week
i medi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,
t he proposed anendnment or revision, with notice of the date of
election at which it will be submtted to the electors, shal
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be published in one newspaper of general circulation in each
county in which a newspaper is published.

(c)(1) If the proposed amendnent or revision is
approved by vote of the electors, it shall be effective as an
amendnent to or revision of the constitution of the state on
the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January foll ow ng
the election, or on such other date as may be specified in the
amendnent or revision

(2) Notwithstandi ng paragraph (1), if the anendnent or

revision is proposed by initiative petition, it nust be

approved by a vote of two-thirds of the electors voting on the

matter and, if approved, shall be effective in the sane nmanner

as ot her anendnents or revisions of the constitution of the

state becone effective.

(d) The ballot statenent of an anendnent or revision

proposed by initiative petition nust include a brief statenent

of the econonic inpact of the proposed amendnent or revision

The |l egislature shall establish by general |aw the required

content of the econonic inpact statenent.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with the
requi rements of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, the title

and substance of the anendnents proposed herein shall appear
on the ballot as foll ows:
LEG SLATI ON BY | NI TI ATI VE; AMENDMVENT OR
REVI SI ON OF STATE CONSTI TUTI ON BY | NI Tl ATI VE;
PETI TI ON REVI EW

Allows |l egislation to be proposed by initiative, unless
it is special or local in nature, involves taxes or tax
exenptions, appropriates state funds, has a significant fisca
i npact on state or |ocal governnent, provides exenption from
public records or public neetings requirenents, provides for
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1| the nunber or assignnment of judges or the jurisdiction of
2| courts, is constitutionally prohibited or requires passage by
3| an extraordinary vote of the Legislature, or changes the
4 | boundaries of any nunicipality, county, or special
5| legislative, or congressional district. Prescribes standards
6| for such initiatives and requirenents to i nvoke and approve
7| them Subjects such legislation to constitutional powers of
8 | the Governor and Legislature with respect to |laws or
9] legislation and to future expiration unless reenacted by the
10 | Legislature. Requires the Legislature to adopt procedures
11 | governing initiatives proposing legislation. Provides for
12 | Suprene Court review of initiative petitions proposing
13| legislation. Requires signatures for initiative petitions to
14 | amend or revise the State Constitution to be gathered in all
15| rather than one half, of the congressional districts and of
16 | the state as a whole. Increases the nunber of votes required
17 | to approve anendnents or revisions to the State Constitution
18 | proposed by initiative petition, but allows repeal of
19 | arendnents or revisions to the State Constitution adopted by
20| initiative petition pursuant to the sane requirenents as those
21| for adoption of the anmendnent or revision to be repeal ed.
22 | Requires the ballot statenent of each initiative proposing
23| legislation or anendnent or revision of the State Constitution
24| to include a statenent of econom c inpact.
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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