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CS for CS for SB 1156 First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to students having a
disability; creating s. 232.2464, F.S.
providing a definition; providing eligibility
for accomodations in taking the Florida
Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test or the Hi gh
School Conpetency Test required for high schoo
graduation; directing the Governor to appoint a
validity panel to make reconmmendati ons on the
i npacts of specific accommbdations; providing
requirenments for eligibility for a standard
hi gh school diploma; providing for adoption of
rules; providing for funding for
accommodati ons; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 232.2464, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
232.2464 Students having a disability; graduation

requi renents. - -

(1) For purposes of this section, "student having a

di sability" nmeans any student who is nentally retarded or who

has a hearing inpairnent, including deafness; speech or

| anguage inpairnent; visual inpairnment, including blindness;

serious enotional disturbance; orthopedic inpairnent; autism

traumatic brain injury; other health inpairnents; or a

specific learning disability, including, but not limted to,

dysl exi a, dyscalculia, or aphasia, or any student who is

hospitalized or honebound.
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(2) A student having a disability shall be eligible

for accommodations in taking the Florida Conprehensive
Assessnent Test (FCAT) or the Hi gh School Conpetency Test

(HSCT) if such accommpdations are allowed in the classroons or

for testing. Accomopdations shall be considered all owabl e,

valid, and scoreable if they are used during cl assroom

instruction or assessnent and are identified in the student's

I ndi vi dual Education Plan or 504 Plan. However, a student

having a disability nust denpnstrate, with use of the

accommpdati ons, nastery of Sunshine State Standards with

scores equal to those required of standard-di pl oma students. A

student who receives accommpdati ons and denonstrates nastery

pursuant to this subsection is eligible for a standard high

school di pl oma upon successful conpl etion of coursework

required for graduation

(3) The CGovernor shall convene a validity panel to

nmake conprehensive reconmendations on the inpacts of specific

accommodat i ons on st atew de assessnents to the Florida Board

of Education by COctober 1, 2002. These reconmendati ons nust be

based on an eval uati on and anal ysis of the types of

accommpdati ons that are used for instructional purposes as

identified in the student's Individual Education Plan or 504

pl an. The recommendati ons nmust include a review of the inpact

of these accommbdations on the validity of the statew de

assessnents and nust be based on proven research and evi dence.

The panel shall consist of 11 nenbers appointed by the

Governor, and shall include 3 advocates, 3 parents of students

with disabilities, 3 professional educators with expertise in

prograns for students with disabilities, and 2 assessnent and

testing experts. Based on the reconmendati ons by the panel

the Florida Board of Education shall develop a |list of
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1| specific accombdations scientifically determned to have a
2 | negative inpact on the validity of statew de assessnents. The
3| determ nations nust be nmade by February 1, 2003.
4 (4) The Individual Education Plan teamor 504 Pl an
5] team and the parents of a student shall be responsible for
6 |identifying the accommbdations for a student having a
7| disability for coursewdrk and assessnent, including statew de
8 | assessnent, based on conpliance standards of the Anericans
9| with Disabilities Act and the Individuals with Disabilities
10 | Education Act and s. 228.041(18).
11 (5) The Florida Board of Education shall adopt rul es
12 | necessary to adninister this section.
13 (6) The Departnent of Education shall provide
14 | sufficient funding to enable each school district to provide
15 | appropriate accompdati ons for statew de assessnent for al
16 | students having a disability.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2003.
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