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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1220

By the Committee on Comrerce and Econonic portunities; and
Senat ors Wasserman Schul t z, Jones, Futch, ek and Lawson

310- 1858-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to econonic recovery; providing
legislative intent; providing criteria,
requirenments, and limtations on certain
training; anending s. 443.036, F.S.; providing
a definition and an application of an
alternative base period; providing requirenents
and limtations; requiring enployers to respond
to requests for information and providing a
penalty for failure to respond; providing for
adjustnents in deterninations of nonetary
eligibility; anmending s. 443.111, F.S.
providing, for alinmted tinme period, an
increase in weekly benefit anmounts and the
total anount of benefits; providing effective
dat es.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature finds that busi nesses and

individuals in this state are experiencing significant

econom ¢ hardship and that revenues critical to the delivery

of vital public services are jeopardi zed. Therefore, it is the

intent of the Legislature to establish policies designed to

stimul ate economic activity in this state and pronote the

econom ¢ security of the residents of this state. The need to

retain and create jobs in this state in the current economc

environnent is great. A significant investnent of state funds

in reenploynent and retraining prograns is essential to

econom c recovery in this state. The state should invest in

econom c-recovery training prograns that deliver a high
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expectation of continued enploynent after a reasonably short

period of training is conpleted. Econonic-recovery training

funds shoul d be expended on prograns that enhance the skills

of residents of this state who are enpl oyed by busi nesses

based in this state.

Section 2. (1) As used in this section, the term

"econoni c-recovery training" neans training provided by, or

under contract with, the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

Workforce Florida, Inc., or a regional workforce board, to

prepare for reenpl oynent an individual defined as a dislocated

wor ker under the federal Workforce Investnent Act in 29 U S.C

s. 2801. The termincludes, but is not linited to, the program

cited as Operation Paycheck

(2) Econonic-recovery training shall be awarded to

providers of training services on a conpetitive-bid basis and

shal | receive continued support on a perfornance-based

schedul e not to exceed 12 nonths. Training agreenents nay not

be continued with providers of training services who

denonstrate a pattern of |ow training-conpletion rates or |ow

j ob-pl acenent rates for participants who conplete the

t rai ni ng.
(3) This section does not apply to a contract that is

entered into before the effective date of this section, but

does apply to a renewal of such contract.

Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 443.036, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

443.036 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, unless
the context clearly requires otherw se:

(7) BASE PERI OD. - -
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(a) "Base period" neans the first four of the | ast
five conpl eted cal endar quarters inmedi ately preceding the

first day of an individual's benefit year
(b) Wth respect to a benefit year commenci ng on or

after October 1, 2002, if an individual is not nonetarily

eligible in his or her base period to qualify for benefits,

t he division nust designate his or her base period to be the

alternative base period. As used in this paragraph, the term

alternative base period" neans the | ast four conpleted

cal endar quarters imediately preceding the first day of an

i ndividual's benefit year. Wages used in a base period to

establish a nonetarily eligible benefit year nay not be

applied to establish nonetary eligibility in any succeedi ng

benefit year. If information regardi ng wages for the cal endar

guarter or quarters imediately preceding the benefit year has

not been input into the division's nainfrane database fromthe

regular quarterly reports of wage infornmation or is otherw se

unavai l abl e, the division shall request such infornmation from

the enpl oyer. An enpl oyer nust provide the requested wage

information within 10 days after receiving a request fromthe

di vision. An enployer who fails to provide the requested wage

information within the required tine is subject to the penalty
for delinquent reports in s. 443.141(1)(b).
(c) For nonetary determn nations based upon the

alternative base period under paragraph (b), if the division

is unable to access the wage information through its minfrane

dat abase, the division nmay base the deternination of

eligibility for benefits on an affidavit submitted by the

i ndividual with respect to wages for those cal endar quarters.

The individual nmust furnish payroll information, if avail able,

in support of the affidavit. A deternination of benefits based
3
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1| upon an alternative base period shall be adjusted when the

2| quarterly report of wage information fromthe enpl oyer is

3| received, if that information causes a change in the

4 | deternination.

5 Section 4. Subsection (3) and paragraph (a) of

6 | subsection (5) of section 443.111, Florida Statutes, are

7 | anended to read:

8 443.111 Paynent of benefits.--

9 (3) MWEEKLY BENEFI T AMOUNT. --An individual's "weekly
10 | benefit anmount” shall be an anobunt equal to one twenty-sixth
11 ) of the total wages for insured work paid during that quarter
12 | of the base period in which such total wages paid were the
13 | highest, but not |ess than $32 or nore than $275. For clains
14 | with benefit years begi nning Cctober 1, 2002, through June 30,
15 | 2004 January—1—2600,—through—Dbecenber—31+—2660, an additiona
16 | anbunt equal to $25 or 15 5 percent of the weekly benefit
17 | anount, whichever is greater,shall be added for each
18 | conpensabl e week the—tirst—8—conpensable—weeks of benefits
19 | paid, not to exceed$316$288. Such weekly benefit anount, if
20| not a multiple of $1, shall be rounded downward to the nearest
21| full dollar anmount. The maxi num weekly benefit anmount in
22 | effect at the time the claimnt establishes an individua
23 | weekly benefit anount shall be the naxi num benefit anpunt
24 | applicabl e throughout the claimant's benefit year
25 (5) DURATI ON OF BENEFITS. - -

26 (a)l. Any otherwi se eligible individual shall be

27 | entitled during any benefit year to a total anount of benefits
28 | equal to 25 percent of the total wages in the base period, not
29 | to exceed $7,150. For clains with benefit years begi nning

30| Cctober 1, 2002, through June 30, 2004 January—1—2600+

31 | through—becenber—31+,—2660, an additional anmpbunt equal to$650
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1| or 15 5 percent of the weekly benefit amount multiplied by 26,
2 | whichever is greater,8 shall be added to the calculated tota
3 | anobunt of benefits, the sum of which may not exceed$8, 216

4 |$7+254. However, such total ampunt of benefits, if not a

5| multiple of $1, shall be rounded downward to the nearest ful
6 | dollar amobunt. Such benefits shall be payable at a weekly rate
7| no greater than the weekly benefit anount.

8 2. For the purposes of this subsection, wages shall be
9| counted as "wages for insured work" for benefit purposes with
10 | respect to any benefit year only if such benefit year begins
11 | subsequent to the date on which the enploying unit by whom
12 | such wages were paid has satisfied the conditions of this

13 | chapter with respect to beconing an enpl oyer.

14 Section 5. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
15| this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1220

The conm ttee substitute:

1) darifies that provisions requiring nPetltlve bi ddi ng
ahd performance-based fundi ng of contracts

econom c-recovery training services apply to existing prograns
and do not creaté new prograns.

2? Del ays the effective date of pn%nent r t he

ternative base period from Septe , 1, to Cctober 1
2002.

3) darifies that an enpl oyer nust submt requested wa e data

wthin 10 days after receiving a request and sub%ects t

enpl oyer to the penalty for déeli nquent reports it the enployer

falls"to tinely submt”the wage dat

4) Authorizes that nonetary eligibility under the alternative
base period may be determned froman affidavit of the

unenpl oyed individual if the wage data is not available, and
provi des for adjustnents of the de ternl nation after the wage

data is processed and becones availa

5) Renopbves provisions fromthe bill that would have wai ved a
requi rement that individuals be unenployed for a waiting

Perlod of 1 week before receiving une oynment benefits and
hat woul d have accelerated the initial paynent of benefits.

6) . Extends the total anount of unenpl oynent benefits that an
i ndi vidual _may receive by an anmount corresponding to a

tenporary increase in weekly benefits.
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