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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 1299
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Conm ttee on Natural Resources & Environnental Protection
of fered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Renove everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Section 259.03(6), Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

259.03 Definitions.--The following terns and phrases
when used in this chapter shall have the nmeani ngs ascribed to
themin this section, except where the context clearly
i ndicates a different neaning:

(6) "Water resource devel opnent project” neans a
project eligible for funding pursuant to s. 259. 105 t hat
i ncreases the anmount of water available to neet the needs of
natural systens and the citizens of the state by enhancing or
restoring aquifer recharge, facilitating the capture and
storage of excess flows in surface waters, or pronoting reuse.
The i nplenentation of eligible projects under s. 259. 105
i ncludes land acquisition, |and and water body restoration
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aqui fer storage and recovery facilities, surface water
reservoirs, and other capital inprovenents. The terniwater
resource devel opnent project" does not include capita

i nproverments or facilities for the construction, ef

treatnent, transmission, or distribution of potable water,

faet++-ties however capital inprovenents and facilities which

store, transport or distribute reclained water or stormater

for reuse may be eligible for funding.
Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 373.236, Florida
Statutes, is added to said section to read:

373.236 Duration of pernits; conpliance reports.--
(4) The departnent or the water namnagenent district

shal | consider issuing |longer duration pernits to applicants

who i npl enent and provi de reasonabl e assurances of effective

and efficient conservation neasures that exceed the average

for the industry or type of water use and there is sufficient

data to provide reasonabl e assurance that the conditions for

permt issuance will be net for the duration of the permt.

Permits issued for a 10-year duration or |onger shall be

subj ect to the provisions of s. 373.236(3).

Section 3. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
378.212, Florida Statutes, is added to said section to read:

378.212 Vari ances. - -

(1) Upon application, the secretary may grant a
vari ance fromthe provisions of this part or the rul es adopted
pursuant thereto. Variances and renewal s thereof may be
granted for any one of the follow ng reasons:

(g) To acconmodate reclamation that provides water

suppl y devel opnent or water resource devel opnent consi stent

with the regional water supply plan approved pursuant to s.

373. 0361 provided regional water resources are not adversely
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af fect ed

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
403. 1835, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

403.1835 Water pollution control financial
assi st ance. - -

(3) The departnent may provide financial assistance
t hrough any program aut hori zed under s. 603 of the Federa
Water Pollution Control Act (Cean Water Act), Pub. L. No.
92-500, as anended, including, but not Iimted to, naking
grants and | oans, providing | oan guarantees, purchasing | oan
i nsurance or other credit enhancenents, and buying or
refinancing |ocal debt. This financial assistance nust be
admi ni stered in accordance with this section and applicable
federal authorities. The departnent shall adm nister al
prograns operated from funds secured through the activities of
the Florida Water Pollution Control Financing Corporation
under s. 403.1837, to fulfill the purposes of this section

(b) The departnent may make or request the corporation
to nmake |l oans, grants, and deposits to other entities eligible
to participate in the financial assistance prograns authorized
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, or as a result
of other federal action, which entities may pledge any revenue
available to themto repay any funds borrowed. Notw thstandi ng

s. 18.10, the departnent nay nmke deposits to financial

institutions that earn |l ess than the prevailing rate for

United States Treasury securities with correspondi ng

maturities for the purpose enabling such financial

institutions to nake bel owmarket interest rate |oans to

entities qualified to receive |oans under this section and the

rul es of the departnent.

Section 5. In order to aid in the devel opnent of a
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better understandi ng of the uni que surface and groundwat er

resources of this state, the water nanagenent districts shal

devel op an infornmation program designed to provide i nfornmation

on existing hydrol ogic conditions of najor surface and

groundwat er sources in this state and suggesti ons for good

conservation practices within those areas. The program shal

be devel oped no | ater than Decenber 31, 2002. Begi nning

January 1, 2003, and on a regular basis no |less than every 6

nont hs thereafter, the information devel oped pursuant to this

section shall be distributed to every nenber of the Florida

Senate and the Florida House of Representatives and to | oca

print and broadcast news organi zations. Each water nmnagenent

district shall be responsible for the distribution of this

information within its established geographic area.

Section 6. The Legislature finds that within the area

identified in the Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply Pl an

approved by the South Florida Water Managenment District

pursuant to s. 373.0361, the groundwater |evels can benefit

fromaugnentation. The Legislature finds that the di scharge

of reclainmed water into canals for transport and subsequent

reuse nay provide an environnental ly acceptable neans to

augnent wat er supplies and enhance natural systens; however,

the Legislature also recognizes that there are water quality

and water quantity issues that nust be better understood and

resolved. |n addition, there are cost-savings possible by

col ocating encl osed conduits for conveyance of water for reuse

in this area within canal right-of-way that should be

i nvestigated. Toward that end, the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection, in consultation with the South

Fl ori da Water Managenent District, Southeast Florida

utilities, affected | ocal governments, representatives of the
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envi ronnental and engi neering communities, public health

professionals, and individuals having expertise in water

quality, shall conduct a study to investigate the feasibility

of discharging recl ai nred wastewater to canals as an

environnental | y acceptabl e neans of augnenting ground water

suppl i es, enhancing natural systens, and conveyi ng reuse water

wi thin enclosed conduits within the canal right-of-way. The

study shall include an assessnent of the water quality, water

supply, public health, technical, and legal inplications

related to the canal discharge and col ocati on concepts. The

departnent shall issue a prelimnary witten report containing

draft findings and recommendati ons for public comment by

Novenber 1, 2002. The departnent shall provide a witten

report on the results of its study to the Governor and the

substantive conmittees of the House of Representatives and the

Senate by January 31, 2003. Nothing in this section shall be

used to alter the purpose of the Conprehensive Evergl ades

Restoration Plan or the inplenentation of the Water Resources
Devel opnent Act of 2000.

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 373.0831, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

373.0831 Water resource devel opnent; water supply
devel opnent. - -

(4)(a) Water supply devel oprment projects which are
consistent with the rel evant regional water supply plans and
which neet at |east one er—nore of the following criteria
shal|l receive priority consideration for state or water
managenent district fundi ng assistance:

1. The project supports establishnment of a dependabl e,
sust ai nabl e supply of water which is not otherwi se financially
f easi bl e;
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2. The project provides substantial environnental
benefits by preventing or limting adverse water resource
i mpacts, but requires funding assistance to be econonically
conpetitive with other options; or

3. The project significantly inplenents reuse,
storage, recharge, or conservation of water in a nmanner that
contributes to the efficient use and sustainability of

regi onal water supply sources.

(b) Water supply devel opnent projects which neet the
criteria in paragraph (a) and al so bring about replacenent of
exi sting sources in order to help inplenent a mninmumfl ow or
| evel shall be given first consideration for state or water
managenent district fundi ng assistance.

(c) |If a proposed alternative water supply project is

identified in the rel evant approved regi onal water supply

pl an, the project shall be eligible for at | east one of the

fol | owi ng:
1. A consunptive use pernit with at |east a ten year

duration, if it otherwise neets the requirenents for pernit

i ssuance under s. 373.223 and rul es adopted thereunder

2. Consideration for priority funding pursuant to s.

373.1961(2) with the inplenentation of the water resource

devel opnent conponent of the proposed project.
Section 8. Section 373.498, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is amended as foll ows:
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renove:

On page 1, line 3 through page 2, line 2
all of said lines

and insert:

259.03(b), F.S.; providing funding for
facilities that treat, store or transport
recl ai ned water or stormmvater for reuse;
anmending s. 373.236, F.S.; encouragi ng water
conservation; anmending s. 378.212, F.S.
provi di ng wat er resource enhancenents as a
basis for a variance; anmending s. 403. 1835,
F.S.; providing for below nmarket interest rate
| oans for water treatnment; providing for public
education of water resources; providing for a
study of the conveyance of reclained water in
canal s in Southeast Florida; anending s.
373.0831, F.S.; revising the criteria by which
wat er supply devel opnent projects may receive
priority consideration for funding assistance;
repealing s. 373.498, F.S.; relating to an
obsol ete account; providing an effective date.
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