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l. Summary:

Committee Subgtitute for Senate Bill 1300 amends severd provisonsin the Florida Election
Code relaing to voter regidration.

Specifically, the bl

o Permitsareproduction of the uniform statewide voter registration application by any
private individua or group, provided such reproduction is the same format as the
uniform statewide application.

0 Revisesthe satewide voter registration gpplication to dicit the Sate or country of
birth from gpplicants.

o Requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (“DHSMV”) to
forward unsgned voter registration gpplications to the appropriate supervisor of
elections within 5 days after receipt;

o Requiresavoter registration agency to forward incompleted voter registration
gpplications to the appropriate supervisor of dections within 5 days after receipt..

o Deetesthe requirement that the voter registration identification card contain the actud
sgnature of the supervisor of eections and require the card only contain the name of
the gpplicable supervisor of dections.

o Permits an eector moving to another address within the county in which he or sheis
currently resding to notify the supervisor of eections of such change of address by a
signed, written notice, or by telephonic or dectronic means. Telephonic or dectronic
means may be utilized so long as the dector provides his or her birthdate to the
dections officid.

o Claifiesthe procedure for removing indligible voters from the statewide voter
registration database.
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Thisbill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 97.052, 97.057,
97.058, 97.071, 97.1031,and 98.0977.

Present Situation:

Uniform Statewide Voter Registration Application: Currently, the Department of State
(“Department”), must prescribe a uniform statewide voter regigtration application for usein this
gate. The Department is aso responsible for printing and distributing the gpplication to certain
individuals and entities listed in section 97.052(1)(b), F.S. A supervisor of eections may produce
an gpplication with the supervisor’ sdirect mailing address, if the application has been first
gpproved by the Department. Private individuals or groups cannot reproduce the application
pursuant to section 97.052(1)(c), F.S.

Voter Registration: Aspart of the National Voter Regisiration Act of 1993 (also known asthe
“NVRA” or “Motor Voter Act”, 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-5(a),(b)), a person may register to vote at a
DHSMYV office at the same time he or she obtains a driver’ s license (a person may aso register

at anumber of other agencies). Some applicants, however, decline to register or smply do not
complete the voter regigtration application at the DHSMYV office. Thelaw is currently slent as

to DHSMV’ s duties relative to maintenance of unsgned gpplications and smply requires they
maintain declinations to regigter to vote for two years.

Registration I dentification Card: Currently aregigtration idertification card must be furnished
to all registered voters and such card must contain, inter alia, the sgnature of the supervisor of
elections.

Notice of Change of Residence: Currently, when avoter moves from the address listed on that
person’ s voter registration record to another address within the same county, the eector must
provide a Signed, written natification of such move to the supervisor and obtain aregidration
identification card reflecting the new address of legd residence.

Statewide Voter Registration Database: In 2001, the Department was appropriated $2 million to
develop atatewide voter registration database containing voter registration information from al
of the counties. The purpose of the database isto verify the digibility of voters and to help
mantain an up-to-date voter registration list that does not contain convicted felons, deceased
persons, duplicate registrations, and those persons adjudicated mentally incompetent with respect
to voting. Section 98.0977, F.S., currently requires supervisors of electionsto compare avoter's
regigtration information with information held by the Department of Law Enforcement, the

Board of Executive Clemency, the Office of Vitd Statistics, and other relevant sources.
Supervisors are to notify voters through certified mail thet they are potentidly indigible to

register to vote. The notice requests information from the voter to help the supervisorsfindly
determineif an eector isindigible, but provides no hearing or gppedl mechanism for the elector
to challenge that determination.
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[I. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Uniform Statewide Voter Registration Application: The bill amends section 97.052, F.S,
alowing avoter registration application to be reproduced by private individuas or groups, so
long asthe gpplication isin the same format as that prescribed by the Department. The bill
further amends section 97.052, F.S., by revising the statewide voter registration application to
icit the state or country of birth from gpplicants.

Voter Registration: The bill amends section 97.057, F.S,, to require DHSMV to forward copies
of “unsgned” voter registration gpplications to the appropriate supervisor of dection within five
days of receipt. (Formerly, the law was sllent asto DHSMV’ s duties relative to maintenance of
unsigned applications and smply required that the agency retain declinations to register to vote

for two years.) No requirements are imposed on a supervisor of elections after an gpplication is
received, but supervisors would like to be able to follow through with these gpplications, if
possible. The bill so amends section 97.058, F.S,, to require other voter registration agencies to
forward incompleted voter registration applications to the gppropriate supervisors of dections
within 5 days after receipt.

Voter Registration Identification Card: The bill deetesthe requirement in section 97.071, F.S.
that the voter registration identification card contain the actud signature of a supervisor, and will
now require that the card smply include the name of the gpplicable supervisor of eections.

Voter’s Change of Address. The bill amends section 97.1031, F.S,, regarding an ector’s
change of address. The amendment will alow an eector to provide a Sgned, written notice, or
notify an dections officid by telephone or dectronicaly (viae-mail) of such an address change.

If an elector opts to use telephonic or eectronic notice, the eector must provide his or her date of
birth.

Administration of Statewide Voter Registration Database: Thebill darifiesthe requirementsin
section 98.0977, F.S,, relative to how the voter registration database is administered and
indigible voters are removed. Specificdly, it requires a supervisor of dectionsto:

0 Remove any person listed as deceased,;

o Treat information in the database indicating that a person has subsequently registered in
another county as arequest to remove that person from the voter rollsin the county of
previous regigration (these registrations are commonly known as duplicate registrations);
and,

o Remove convicted felons and persons who have been adjudicated mentaly incompetent
through a uniform notice and hearing procedure.

0 A supevisor isrequired to notify those persons by certified mail thet they are
potentidly indligible to vote because of information contained in the database.
The notice must contain an opportunity for personsto provide information
concerning digibility or request a hearing before the supervisor to show cause
why they should not be removed from the voter rolls. If the supervisor has
evidence that the person did not receive the notice, the supervisor must publish a
notice in a newspaper of generd circulation. If an dector fails to respond to the
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notice within 30 days or fails to attend a hearing, the supervisor must remove the
elector from the voter rolls.

The hearing procedure referred to above is designed to track similar requirements contained in
section 98.075, F.S., with regard to a supervisor’ s voter regigtration list maintenance duties.
Section 98.075, F.S,, provides for an apped to the circuit court, if an dector is dissatisfied with
the supervisor’s decison at the hearing.

The bill would take effect upon becoming law.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) bdieves that
Committee Subgtitute for Senate Bill 1300 will result in a non-recurring fiscal impact for
fiscal year 2002-2003 of $13,500. Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1300 requires
DHSMV to ddiver unsigned voter regitration gpplications in addition to completed
voter registration gpplications within five days after receipt of such gpplicationsto the
appropriate supervisor of eections. According to DHSMV, thiswill require 100 hours of
contracted programming modifications to the Driver License software system at a cost of
$13,500.

Thereisaminor fiscal impact involved with the printing of revised voter regigtration
gpplications, however, the actual amount is indeterminate and dependent upon the
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number of gpplications required by individua counties and the number of digtribution
locations for these gpplications in each individua county.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VILI. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Amendments:
None.

This Senate staff andyss does not reflect the intent or officid position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




