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By Representative Stanse

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Small County Technica

3 Assi stance Program anending s. 163.05, F. S

4 revising legislative findings; providing

5 criteria for contracts between the Departnent

6 of Agriculture and Consuner Services and

7 program provi ders; deleting responsibilities of

8 the Conptroller and the Legislative Conmittee

9 on Intergovernnental Relations; authorizing the

10 departnment to award contracts to provide

11 assi stance to small counties; requiring the

12 departnent to provide fiscal oversight;

13 requiring a report to the Governor, the

14 Legi sl ature, and the departnent; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1)
20 | and subsections (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) of section
21| 163.05, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
22 163.05 Snmmll County Technical Assistance Program --
23 (1) Anong snall counties, the Legislature finds that:
24 (a) The percentage of the popul ation of small counties
25| residing in the unincorporated areas is relatively high
26 | according to the United States Decennial Census of 2000 and
27 | rhaereased——substantiatty—between—1980—and—1990.
28 (c) Fiscal shortfalls persist even though 12 +3 of the
29 | small counties levied the maxi num ad valoremnill age
30| authorized in their jurisdictions in 2001 4996 and an
31| additional 15 43 small counties |evied between 8 and 10 m | |s.
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1 (4) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

2 | Services Comptrotter shall enter into contracts with program
3| providers who shall:

4 (a) Be a foundation that nmeets the requirenents for
5| nonprofit status under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
6| Code with a governing board which includes in its nenbership
7 | county conm ssioners and professional staff of the county

8 ; ; ;
9 | er—entity.

10 (b) Have substantial, docunented experi ence working
11| directly with and providi ng educational and technica

12 | assi stance to county governnents.

13 (c) tb)y Use existing resources, services, and

14 | information that are available fromstate or |ocal agencies,
15| universities, or the private sector

16 (d) te) Seek and accept funding from any public or

17 | private source

18 (e)ftd)y Annually submit information to assist the

19 | Legislative Conmmittee on Intergovernnental Relations in

20 | preparing a performance review that will include an anal ysis
21| of the effectiveness of the program

22 (f)fe)y Assist small counties in developing alternative
23 | revenue sources.

24 (9g) tH)> Provide assistance to snall counties in the

25| areas such as ef financial managenent, accounting, investing,
26 | purchasi ng, planning and budgeting, debt issuance, public

27 | managenent, nmnagenent systens, conputers and infornmation

28 | technol ogy, econonic and community devel opnent, and public

29 | safety managenent.

30 (h) tg) Provide for an annual independent financi al

31| audit of the program
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(i)t In each county served, conduct a needs
assessnent upon which the assistance provided for that county
wi |l be designed.
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(5) 6 A decision of the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services ConptrotHer to award a contract under this
section is final and shall be in witing with a copy provided

to the Legislative Conmittee on |Intergovernnental Relations.

seeti-on—
6) (8> The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Servi ces CGonptrotter shall provide fiscal oversight to ensure
that funds expended for the program are used in accordance

with the contracts entered into pursuant to subsection (4).

(7) €9y The Legislative Conmittee on Intergovernnental
Rel ati ons shall annually conduct a performance review of the
program The findings of the review shall be presented in a
report subnitted to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services €Conpt+rotHer by
January 15 of each year.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to the Small County Techni cal
Assi stance Program ReviseS |egislative findings.
Provides criteria for contractS between the Departnent of
Agriculture and. Consuner Services and program providers.
Del etes responsibilities of the Conptrolléer _and the
Legislative Commttee on Intergovernnental Relations,

Authori zes the departnment to award contracts to provide

assi stance to small counties. Requires the departnent to
rovide fiscal oversight. Requires a report to the
vernor, Legislature; and departnent.
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