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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1356

By Senator Lawson

3-1169A- 02 See HB
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to education and training
opportunities for state enpl oyees; anending s.
110. 1099, F. S.; authorizing certain state
enpl oyees to enroll in tuition-free courses on
a space-avail able basis; providing for
appropriation of funds to rei nburse education
institutions for adm ni strative costs;
providing duties of the Auditor CGeneral and the
State Conptroller; clarifying | anguage and
del eting obsol ete provisions; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, space-avail able tuition waivers have been
offered to Florida's state enployees as an inportant benefit
to all ow productive enpl oyees an opportunity to enhance their
educati on, and

WHEREAS, val ued and val uabl e enpl oyees, and potenti al
enpl oyees, have al ways consi dered space-available tuition
wai vers to be of trenendous benefit, and

VWHEREAS, one of the npst effective nethods for
acconplishing tasks nore efficiently is to provide access to
education and training, and

WHEREAS, with fewer enpl oyees handling nore tasks,
education and training provide avenues to neet these
chal | enges, enhance perfornmance, and reward outstandi ng
productivity, and

VWHEREAS, the results of this benefit will be a nore
educat ed, well-rounded, productive, driven, appreciative, and
efficient workforce, NON THEREFORE,
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 110.1099, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

110. 1099 Education and training opportunities for
state enpl oyees. - -

(1)(a) Education and training are an integra
conmponent in inproving the delivery of services to the public.
Recogni zing that the application of productivity-enhancing
t echnol ogy and practice demands conti nuous educati onal and
training opportunities, a state enployee nmay be authorized to
receive a voucher or grant, for matriculation fees, to attend
wor k-rel ated courses at public community colleges, public
technical centers, or public universities. Student—eredit
hoettr-s—generated—bystate—enployeefee—watvers—shat—be
fundabte—credi-t—hours-—The departnent may inpl enent the
provi sions of this paragraph seetien from funds appropriated
to the departnment for this purpose. In the event insufficient
funds are appropriated to the department, each state agency
may suppl ement these funds to support the training and
educati on needs of its enployees fromfunds appropriated to
t he agency.

(b)1. As a benefit to enployers and enpl oyees of the

state, subject to approval of an enpl oyee's agency head, a

non- St at e- Uni versi ty- System state enpl oyee who neets acadenic

requirenents may enroll for up to 6 credit hours of

tuition-free courses per termon a space-available basis at a

public community college or public university. From funds

appropriated by the Legislature for inplenentation of this

par agraph, public community coll eges and public universities
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shal|l be reinbursed for adm nistrative costs on a pro rata

basis according to the Auditor General's cost assessnent.

2. The State Conptroller, in cooperation with the

Fl orida Community Coll ege Systemand the State University

System shall identify and inpl enent ways to ease the

admi ni strative burden to public community colleges and public

universities, including, but not linmted to, providing easier

access to verify state enpl oynent.
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3. The Auditor General shall provide a true cost
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accounting for administrative expenses in conjunction with
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annual audit responsibilities for public conmunity coll eges

=
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and public universities.
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18 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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21 HOUSE SUMVARY
22
Aut hori zes non- St at e-Uni versit S¥sten1state enpl oyees to
23 enroll for up to 6 credit hou tuition-free courses
per termon a space-avail abl e baS|s at public community
24 col l eges and public universities. Provides, for
app roPrlatlon of funds. to reinburse education i
25 institutions for admnistrative costs. Provides duties of
26 the Auditor General and the State Conptroller.
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