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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for CS for SB 1356

By the Committees on Education; Governnental Oversight and
Productivity; and Senators Lawson and Brown-\Wiite

304-2313-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to education and training
opportunities for state enpl oyees; anending s.
110. 1099, F. S.; authorizing certain state
enpl oyees to enroll in courses w thout paying
matricul ati on fees on a space-avail abl e basi s;
providing for appropriation of funds to
rei mburse education institutions for
admi nistrative costs; defining the term"state
enpl oyee"; providing duties of the Departnent
of Education, the Auditor General and the State
Conptroller; providing that the departnment
shal | request conmunity coll eges to provide
eveni ng and weekend prograns; clarifying
provi sions and del eti ng obsol ete provi sions;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, space-avail able tuition waivers have been
offered to Florida's state enpl oyees as an inportant benefit
to all ow productive enpl oyees an opportunity to enhance their
educati on, and

WHEREAS, val ued and val uabl e enpl oyees, and potenti al
enpl oyees, have al ways consi dered space-available tuition
wai vers to be of trenendous benefit, and

VWHEREAS, one of the npst effective nethods for
acconplishing tasks nore efficiently is to provide access to
education and training, and

WHEREAS, with fewer enpl oyees handling nore tasks,
education and training provide avenues to neet these
chal | enges, enhance perfornmance, and reward outstandi ng
productivity, and
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VWHEREAS, the results of this benefit will be a nore
educat ed, well-rounded, productive, driven, appreciative, and
efficient workforce, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
110. 1099, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

110. 1099 Education and training opportunities for
state enpl oyees. - -

(1) (a) Education and training are an integra
conmponent in inproving the delivery of services to the public.
Recogni zing that the application of productivity-enhancing
t echnol ogy and practice denmands conti nuous educati onal and
training opportunities, a state enployee nmay be authorized to
receive a voucher or grant, for matriculation fees, to attend
work-rel ated courses at public community colleges, public
technical centers, or public universities or colleges. A state

enpl oyee receiving a voucher or grant shall not be required to

pay any other fees assessed for enrollnent in a work-rel ated

cour se. Student—eredit—hours—generated—by state—enptoyeefee
wai-vers—shatH—be—fundable—eredi-t—hours—The departnent may

i mpl erent the provisions of this paragraph seetioen from funds

appropriated to the departnent for this purpose. In the event
i nsufficient funds are appropriated to the departnent, each
state agency may suppl enent these funds to support the
training and education needs of its enpl oyees from funds
appropriated to the agency.

(b)1. As a benefit to enployers and enpl oyees of the

state, subject to the approval of an enpl oyee's agency head, a

state enpl oyee who is not enpl oyed by a public university or
2
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college may enroll without paying matriculation fees for up to

6 credit hours of courses per termon a space-avail able basis

at a public conmmunity college or public university or college

Wi t hout paying matricul ation fees or any other fees assessed

for enrollnment in a course. In order to be eligible for this

benefit, the state enployee nmust conply with the m ni mum

requirements of the institution attended, both as to

di sci pline and schol arshi p. From funds appropriated by the

Legislature for inplenentation of this paragraph, public

community coll eges and public universities and col |l eges shal

be rei nbursed for admi nistrative costs on a pro rata basis

according to cost-assessnent data devel oped by the Departnent

of Educati on.

2. The State Conptroller, or his or her successor, in

cooperation with the public community colleges and public

universities and coll eges, shall ease the adnm nistrative

burden on the individual institutions by facilitating the

verification of state enpl oynent.

3. The Auditor General shall include a review of the

cost-assessnent data in conjunction with his or her audit

responsibilities for the Departnent of Education

(c) For purposes of this section, the term"state

enpl oyee" neans all persons who are full-tine or part-tine

enpl oyees of the legislative, judicial, or executive branches

of state government, except those persons who are enpl oyed by

a public university or coll ege.
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(2) The departnent, in conjunction with the agenci es,
shal |l request that public community colleges and public

uni versities and col |l eges provi de eveni ng and weekend prograns

for state enpl oyees. When eveni ng and weekend training and
educati onal prograns are not avail able, an enpl oyee nmay be
authorized to take paid tine off during his or her regul ar

wor ki ng hours for training and career devel opnent, as provided
ins. 110.105(1), if such training benefits the enpl oyer as
determ ned by that enployee's agency head.

(5) The Departnent of Managenent Services, in
consultation with the agencies and, to the extent applicable,
with Florida's public community coll eges, public technical
centers, and public universities and coll eges, shall adopt

rules to adm nister this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
CS for Senate Bill 1356

State enpl oyees receiving vouchers or grants for matricul ati on
fees for work rel ated colrses taken at “public commnity

col | eges, coIIePes, or universities are not to be charged
additional enrollnent fees for the courses, In addition, state
enpl oyees taking courses on a space avail able basis at public
postsecondary institutions are not to be charged matricul ation
or other enroll ment fees.

For purposes of the bill, state enployees are defined as

enpl oyees of the |egislative, Lud|C|a or executjve branches
of governnent. Enployees of public colleges or universities
are not included in the definition
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