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By Senator Pruitt

27-313A-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; expressing the
3 legislative intent to anend s. 229. 05371, F.S.
4 relating to the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
5 Students with Disabilities Program anending s
6 232.245, F.S.; requiring a school district to
7 notify the parent of a student who does not
8 take the statew de assessnents; requiring a
9 parent's signed consent for the provision of
10 i nstructional nodifications that would not be
11 permtted on the statew de assessnents;
12 anmending s. 229.57; requiring a school district
13 to notify the parent of a student who does not
14 take the statew de assessnents; requiring a
15 school district to notify a parent when a
16 student is provided with instructiona
17 nodi fications that are not allowable in the
18 st at ewi de assessnent programand to informthe
19 parent regarding the inpact of nonparticipation
20 on the student's ability to neet expected
21 proficiency |levels; providing an effective
22 dat e.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. The Legislature intends to anend section
27| 229.05371, Florida Statutes, relating to the John M MKay
28 | Schol arship Programfor Students with Disabilities
29 Section 2. Present subsections (5), (6), and (7) of
30 | section 232.245, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
31
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1| subsections (6), (7), and (8), respectively, and a new

2 | subsection (5) is added to that section to read:

3 232.245 Pupil progression; renedial instruction

4 | reporting requirenents. --

5 (5) |If a student does not participate in the statew de
6 | assessnent, the district nmust notify the student's parent and
7| provide the parent with information regarding the inplications
8 | of such nonparticipation. If nodifications are nade in the

9| student's instruction to provide accommobdations that woul d not
10| be pernitted on the statew de assessnent tests, the district
11 | nust notify the student's parent of the inplications of such
12 | instructional nodifications. A parent nust provide signed

13 | consent for a student to receive instructional nodifications
14 | that would not be pernmitted on the statew de assessnents and
15| nust acknowl edge in witing that he or she understands the

16 | inplications of such acconmpdati on

17 Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
18 | 229.57, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

19 229.57 Student assessnent program --
20 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
21| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educati ona
22 | assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of
23 | the operation and nanagenent of the public schools, including
24 | school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa
25| services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns.
26 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnment program the conm ssioner
27 | shal I :
28 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
29 | testing programas part of the statew de assessnent program
30| to be adm nistered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
31
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reading, witing, science, and nathenmatics. The testing
program nust be designed so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in
reading, witing, and mathematics. Science proficiency nust be
neasured statew de beginning in 2003. O her content areas nay
be included as directed by the conmm ssioner. The conm ssioner
shal|l provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as
appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with
private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,
post secondary institutions, or school districts. The
conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
i mpl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
the public.

2. The tests are a conbinati on of normreferenced and
criterion-referenced and include, to the extent deternined by
the commissioner, itens that require the student to produce
information or performtasks in such a way that the skills and
conpet enci es he or she uses can be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the elenentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., all 11th
grade students take a high school conpetency test devel oped by
the state board to test mninum student performance skills and
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conpetencies in reading, witing, and mathematics. The test
nmust be based on the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the
state board pursuant to paragraph (a). Upon recommendati on of
the commi ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing
score for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possi bl e negative inpact of the test on minority students.
The commi ssioner may establish criteria whereby a student who
successfully denonstrates proficiency in either reading or
mat hematics or both may be exenpted fromtaking the
correspondi ng section of the high school conpetency test or
the coll ege placenent test. A student nust earn a passing
score or have been exenpted from each part of the high schoo
conpetency test in order to qualify for a regular high schoo
di pl oma. The school districts shall provide appropriate
renedi al instruction to students who do not pass part of the
conpet ency test.

6. Students who enroll in grade 9 in the fall of 1999
and thereafter nmust earn a passing score on the grade 10
assessnent test described in this paragraph instead of the
hi gh school conpetency test described in subparagraph 5. Such
students nust earn a passing score in reading, witing, and
mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diplona. Upon
recommendati on of the conmi ssioner, the state board shal
desi gnate a passing score for each part of the grade 10
assessnent test. |In establishing passing scores, the state
board shal | consider any possible negative inpact of the test
on mnority students.

7. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students, including students served in Departnent of
Juvenile Justice prograns, except as otherw se prescribed by
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the comissioner. If a student does not participate in the

testing program the district nust notify the parent and

provide the parent with infornation regarding the reasons for

and inplications of such nonparticipation. The conm ssi oner

shall recommend rules to the state board for the provision of
test adaptations and nodifications of procedures as necessary
for students in exceptional education progranms and for
students who have linited English proficiency.

8. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

9. School districts nust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. If a student is

provided with accomobdati ons or nodifications that are not

allowable in the statew de assessnent program as described in

the test nmanuals, the district nust informthe parent in

writing, and nust provide the parent with i nformation

regarding the inpact on the student's ability to nmeet expected

proficiency levels in reading, witing, and nmath. The

conmmi ssi oner shall conduct studies as necessary to verify that
the required skills and conpetencies are part of the district
i nstructional prograns.

10. By January 1, 2000, the Departnent of Education
nmust devel op, or select, and inplenent a comon battery of
assessnent tools which will be used in all juvenile justice
prograns in the state. These tools nust accurately reflect
criteria established in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.
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1| The commi ssioner may design and inpl enment student testing

2| prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on

3 | procedures designated by the comm ssioner to nonitor

4 | educational achievenent in the state.

5 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

6] I aw

7

8 B

9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Expresses the legislative intent to anend statutes
relating to the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students

11 with DiSabilities Program Requires school districts to
notify the parents of "students who do not take statew de

12 assessnments. Requires parental consent for instructiona
nodi fications that are not permtted on statew de

13 assessnents. (See bill for details.)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

6
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




