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By Representatives Ross, Dockery, Ritter, Geenstein,
Mur man, Negron, CGottlieb, Argenziano, C arke, Fblloma¥
Cusack, Attkisson, Bowen, Snith, Sobel, Garcia, Lee, lanagan
Lacasa and Far kas

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to high-speed rai

3 transportation; creating the "Florida

4 Hi gh- Speed Rail Authority Act"; creating s.

5 341.8201, F.S.; providing a short title;

6 creating s. 341.8202, F.S.; providing

7 | egi slative findings, policy, purpose, and

8 intent with respect to the devel opnent, design
9 financing, construction, and operation of a

10 hi gh-speed rail systemin the state; creating
11 s. 341.8203, F.S.; providing definitions;

12 anending s. 341.821, F.S., relating to the

13 creation of the Florida Hi gh-Speed Rai

14 Aut hority; renoving obsol ete provisions;

15 providing that the authority is created as an
16 enterprise; amending s. 341.822, F.S.; revising
17 and providing additional powers and duties of
18 the authority; anmending s. 341.823, F. S

19 revising the criteria for assessnment and
20 reconmendations with respect to the
21 establ i shnent of the high-speed rail system
22 anending s. 341.824, F.S.; specifying types of
23 technical, scientific, or other assistance to
24 be provided by the Departnent of Community
25 Affairs and the Departnent of Environnental
26 Protection; creating s. 341.825, F.S.
27 providing for sole and excl usive determnination
28 of need for the high-speed rail system
29 establ i shed pursuant to the act; creating s.
30 341.826, F.S.; providing that the power of the
31 authority to establish high-speed rail systens
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1 in the state is exclusive; creating s. 341. 827,
2 F.S.; providing for determ nation of service

3 areas and the order of system segnent

4 construction; creating s. 341.828, F.S.

5 authorizing the authority to select a route

6 alignnment for the systemand to utilize

7 existing pernmtting processes in such selection
8 process; providing sole responsibility to the
9 authority for the adoption of final alignnent;
10 creating s. 341.829, F.S.; requiring the

11 authority, in conjunction with the Executive
12 O fice of the Governor, the Departnent of

13 Community Affairs, and the Departnent of

14 Envi ronnental Protection, to devel op and

15 i npl erent a process to nitigate and resol ve

16 conflicts between the system and growth

17 managenent requirenents and environnent al

18 standards; providing tine limts for the filing
19 of and response to specified conplaints;

20 creating s. 341.830, F.S.; authorizing the

21 authority to enpl oy specified procurenent

22 net hods; providing for the adoption of rules;
23 aut hori zing the authority to procure

24 commodi ti es and services for the designing,

25 bui | di ng, financing, maintenance, operation

26 and i nplenentation of a high-speed rail system
27 creating s. 341.831, F.S.; authorizing the

28 authority to prequalify interested persons or
29 entities prior to seeking proposals for the

30 desi gn, construction, operation, nmintenance,
31 and financing of the high-speed rail system
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1 providing for the establishnment of qualifying

2 Criteria; creating s. 341.832, F.S.

3 aut hori zing the authority to devel op and

4 execute a request for qualifications process;

5 creating s. 341.833, F.S.; authorizing the

6 authority to devel op and execute a request for
7 proposal s process to seek a person or entity to
8 design, build, operate, nmintain, and finance a
9 hi gh-speed rail system creating s. 341.834,

10 F.S.; providing that the award of a contract by
11 the authority is the sole authority for the

12 person or entity selected to establish a

13 hi gh-speed rail system providing for award of
14 a conditional contract; providing contract

15 requi rements; prohibiting transfer of system
16 property without witten approval; creating s.
17 341.835, F.S.; authorizing the authority to

18 purchase, | ease, exchange, or acquire |and,

19 property, or buildings necessary to secure or
20 utilize rights-of-way for high-speed rai

21 systemfacilities; providing the authority with
22 t he power of enminent domain; providing that the
23 authority is not subject to specified

24 liability; authorizing the authority and the

25 Departnent of Environnental Protection to enter
26 into certain interlocal agreenents; requiring
27 the Departnent of Transportation to grant

28 speci fi ed easenents; creating s. 341.836, F.S.
29 authorizing the authority to undertake the

30 devel opnent of associ ated devel opnent s;

31 provi di ng requi renents of associ ated
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1 devel opnents; creating s. 341.837, F.S.

2 providing for paynent of expenses incurred in

3 carrying out the act; creating s. 341. 838,

4 F.S.; authorizing the authority to fix, revise,
5 charge, collect, and adjust rates, rents, fees,
6 charges, and revenues, and to enter into

7 contracts; providing for annual review by the

8 authority of rates, rents, fees, and charges;

9 providing for uses of revenues; creating s.

10 341.839, F.S.; providing that the act is

11 suppl enental and additional to powers conferred
12 by ot her |aws; exenpting powers of the

13 authority from specified supervision

14 regul ati on, approval, or consent; creating s.
15 341.840, F.S.; providing tax exenptions for

16 property acquired or used by the authority or
17 specified incone; creating s. 341.841, F.S.

18 requiring the authority to prepare and subnit a
19 report; providing for an annual audit; creating
20 s. 341.842, F.S.; providing construction of the
21 act; creating s. 341.843, F.S.; providing that
22 i nconsi stent provisions of other laws are

23 super seded; amending s. 288.109, F.S.; renoving
24 a cross reference; anending s. 334.30, F.S.

25 renoving a cross reference; anending s.

26 337.251, F.S.; renoving a cross reference;

27 anending s. 341.501, F.S.; providing that

28 specified actions do not apply to the Florida
29 Hi gh- Speed Rail Authority Act; providing an

30 appropriation fromfunds designated for the

31 Transportation Qutreach Programto the Florida
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1 Hi gh- Speed Rail Authority to assist in the

2 i mpl erentation of the act; providing a

3 conti ngent appropriation; repealing s.

4 341.3201, F.S., relating to the short title for
5 ss. 341.3201-341.386, F.S., the "Florida

6 Hi gh- Speed Rail Transportation Act"; repealing
7 s. 341.321, F.S., relating to legislative

8 findings, policy, purpose, and intent with

9 respect to the devel opnent of a hi gh-speed rai
10 transportati on system connecting the nmj or

11 urban areas of the state; repealing s. 341. 322,
12 F.S., relating to definitions of terns;

13 repealing s. 341.325, F.S., relating to speci al
14 powers and duties of the Departnent of

15 Transportation; repealing s. 341.327, F.S.

16 whi ch provides that the Florida H gh-Speed Rai
17 Transportation Act is the sole and excl usive
18 determ nation of need for any hi gh-speed rai

19 transportati on system established under the

20 act, thereby preenpting specified

21 determ nations of need; repealing s. 341. 329,
22 F.S., relating to the issuance of bonds to

23 finance a high-speed rail transportation

24 system repealing s. 341.331, F.S., relating to
25 designation of the areas of the state to be

26 served by the high-speed rail transportation
27 system and designation of termni; repealing s.
28 341.332, F.S., relating to the award of

29 franchi ses by the Departnent of Transportation
30 to establish a high-speed rail transportation
31 system repealing s. 341.3331, F.S., relating
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1 to request for proposals; repealing s.

2 341.3332, F.S., relating to notice of issuance
3 of request for proposals; repealing s.

4 341.3333, F.S., relating to requirenents with
5 respect to an application for franchi se, and

6 confidentiality of the application and portions
7 of the application relating to trade secrets;

8 repealing s. 341.3334, F.S., relating to the

9 departnental review process of application for
10 franchi se; repealing s. 341.3335, F. S

11 relating to interagency coordination of

12 franchi se application review, repealing s.

13 341.3336, F.S., relating to public neetings on
14 franchi se applications; repealing s. 341. 3337,
15 F.S., relating to deternination and award of

16 franchi se; repealing s. 341.3338, F. S

17 relating to effect of franchise; repealing s.
18 341.3339, F.S., relating to postfranchise

19 agreenents; repealing s. 341.334, F.S.
20 relating to the powers and duties of the
21 Departnent of Transportation with respect to
22 the act; repealing s. 341.335, F.S., relating
23 to the powers and duties of the Florida Land
24 and Water Adjudicatory Conm ssion sitting as
25 the board; repealing s. 341.336, F.S., relating
26 to the powers and duties of the Departnent of
27 Envi ronnental Protection, the Departnent of
28 Community Affairs, and other affected agencies;
29 repealing s. 341.3365, F.S., relating to
30 certification procedures; repealing s. 341. 342,
31 F.S., relating to agreenents concerning
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1 contents of certification application and

2 supporting docunentation; repealing s. 341. 343,
3 F.S., relating to review of certification

4 applications; repealing s. 341.344, F.S.

5 relating to the establishnent, conposition

6 organi zation, and duties of the Citizens'

7 Pl anni ng and Environnental Advisory Conmittee;
8 repealing s. 341.345, F.S., relating to

9 alternate corridors or transit station

10 | ocations; repealing s. 341.346, F.S., relating
11 to the powers and duties of an administrative
12 | aw j udge appoi nted to conduct hearings under
13 the act; repealing s. 341.3465, F.S., relating
14 to alteration of tine limtations specified by
15 the act; repealing s. 341.347, F.S., relating
16 to required conbi ned public neetings and | and
17 use and zoning hearings to be conducted by

18 | ocal governnents; repealing s. 341.348, F.S.
19 relating to reports and studi es required of
20 vari ous agencies by the act; repealing s.
21 341.351, F.S., relating to publication and
22 contents of notice of certification application
23 and proceedi ngs; repealing s. 341.352, F.S.
24 relating to certification hearings; repealing
25 s. 341.353, F.S., relating to final disposition
26 of certification applications; repealing s.
27 341.363, F.S., relating to the effect of
28 certification; repealing s. 341.364, F.S.
29 relating to a franchisee's right to appeal to
30 the Florida Land and Water Adjudicatory
31 Conmi ssi on under specified circunstances;
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1 repealing s. 341.365, F.S., relating to

2 associ at ed devel opnent; repealing s. 341. 366,

3 F.S., relating to recording of notice of

4 certified corridor route; repealing s. 341. 368,
5 F.S., relating to nodification of certification
6 or franchise; repealing s. 341.369, F.S.

7 relating to fees inposed by the departnent and
8 t he disposition of such fees; repealing s.

9 341.371, F.S., relating to revocation or

10 suspensi on of franchise or certification

11 repealing s. 341.372, F.S., relating to

12 i mposition by the departnent of specified

13 adnministrative fines in lieu of revocation or
14 suspensi on of franchise; repealing s. 341. 375,
15 F.S., relating to the required participation by
16 wonen, mnorities, and economically

17 di sadvantaged individuals in all phases of the
18 desi gn, construction, maintenance, and

19 operation of a high-speed rail transportation
20 syst em devel oped under the act, and required
21 pl ans for conpliance by franchi sees; repealing
22 s. 341.381, F.S., relating to applicability of
23 the act; repealing s. 341.382, F.S., relating
24 to laws and regul ati ons superseded by the act;
25 repealing s. 341.383, F.S., relating to the
26 authority of local governnments to assess
27 specified fees; repealing s. 341.386, F.S.
28 relating to the adm ssibility of the award of a
29 franchi se and of a certification under the act
30 in eni nent domai n proceedi ngs; providing
31 ef fective dates.
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Section 341.8201, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 341.8201 Short title.--Sections 341.8201-341. 852 nmay
6| be cited as the "Florida H gh-Speed Rail Authority Act."

7 Section 2. Section 341.8202, Florida Statutes, is

8| created to read

9 341.8202 Legislative findings, policy, purpose, and
10| intent.--

11 (1) The intent of this act is to inplenent the purpose
12| of s. 19, Art. X of the State Constitution, which directs the
13| State of Florida to devel op, design, finance, construct, and
14 | operate a hi gh-speed nonorail, fixed gui deway, or nmmgnetic

15 ] levitation system capable of speeds in excess of 120 niles
16 | per hour, linking Florida's five |argest urban areas, as

17 | defined in this act, with construction beginning no |ater than
18 | Novenber 1, 2003. Further, this act pronptes the various

19 | growmt h managenent and environnental protection | aws enacted by
20| the Legi sl ature and encourages and enhances the establi shnent
21| of a high-speed rail system The Legislature further finds

22 | that:

23 (a) The inplenentation of a high-speed rail systemin
24 | the state will result in overall social and environnental

25| benefits, inprovenents in anbient air quality, better

26 | protection of water quality, greater preservation of wildlife
27 | habitat, |ess use of open space, and enhanced conservation of
28 | natural resources and energy.

29 (b) A high-speed rail system when devel oped in

30| conjunction with sound | and use pl anni ng, becones an integra
31| part in achieving grow h nmanagenent goal s and encourages the
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1| use of public transportation to augnent and inplenent |and use
2 | and growt h managenent goal s and obj ecti ves.

3 (c) Developnent and utilization of a properly

4 | designed, constructed, and financed hi gh-speed rail system and
5| associ at ed devel opnent can act as a catal yst for economc

6 | growmth and devel opnent, nitigate unduly | ong and

7 | traffic-congested commutes for day-to-day conmuters, create

8 | new enpl oynent opportunities, serve as a positive growh

9 | managenent systemfor building a better and nore

10 | environnental ly secure state, and serve a paranount public

11 | purpose by pronoting the health, safety, and welfare of the

12 | citizens of the state.

13 (d) Transportation benefits of a hi gh-speed rai

14 | systeminclude i nproved travel tines and nore reliable travel,
15| which will increase productivity and energy efficiency in the
16 | state.

17 (2) The Legislature further finds that:

18 (a) Access to tinely and efficient nodes of passenger
19 | transportation is necessary for travelers, visitors, and
20 | day-to-day comuters, to the quality of life in the state, and
21| to the econony of the state.
22 (b) Technol ogi cal advances in the state's
23 | transportation systemcan significantly and positively affect
24 | the ability of the state to attract and provide efficient
25| services for donestic and international tourists and therefore
26 | increase revenue of the state.
27 (c) The geography of the state is suitable for the
28 | construction and efficient operation of a high-speed rai
29 | system
30 (d) The public use of the high-speed rail system nust
31| be encouraged and assured in order to achieve the public
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pur pose and objectives set forth in this act. In order to

encourage the public use of the high-speed rail systemand to

protect the public investnent in the system it is necessary

to provide an environnent surroundi ng each hi gh-speed rai

station which will allow the devel opment of associ at ed

devel opnent for the purpose of creating revenue in support of

and for the high-speed rail system enhance the safe novenent

of pedestrians and traffic into and out of the area, ensure

t he personal safety of high-speed rail systemand rel ated

facility users and their personal property while the users are

in the area of each station, and elimnate all conditions in

the vicinity which constitute econom ¢ and social inpedinents

and barriers to the use of the high-speed rail system and

associ at ed devel opnent .

(e) Areas surrounding certain proposed hi gh-speed rai

stations can, as a result of existing conditions, crine, and

traffic congestion, pose a serious threat to the use of the

hi gh-speed rail system reduce revenue from users, discourage

pedestrian and traffic ingress and egress, retard sound growh

and devel opnent, inpair public investnent, and consune an

excessive anmount of public revenues in the enpl oynent of

police and other forns of public protection to adequately

saf eguard the high-speed rail systemand its users. Such areas

may require redevel opnent, acquisition, clearance, or

di sposition, or joint public and private devel opnent to

provide parking facilities, retail establishnents,

restaurants, hotels, or office facilities associated with or

ancillary to the high-speed rail systemand rail stations and

to otherwi se provide for an environnent that will encourage

the use of, and safeguard, the system
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(f) The powers conferred by this act are for public

uses and purposes as established by s. 19, Art. X of the State

Constitution for which public funds may be expended and the

power of eninent dommin may be exercised, and the necessity in

the public interest for the provisions herein enacted is

hereby declared as a matter of legislative deternination to
i nplement the intent of s. 19, Art. X of the State
Constitution.

(g) Urban and social benefits include revitalization

of econonically depressed areas, the redirection of growth in

a carefully and conprehensively planned manner, and the

creation of nunerous enpl oynent opportunities within

inner-city areas.

(h) The provisions contained in this act are a

declaration of legislative intent that the state pursue the

devel opnent of a high-speed rail systemto hel p solve

transportation problens and elimnate their negative effect on

the citizens of this state, and therefore serves a public

pur pose.
(i) Joint devel opnent is a necessary pl anning,

fi nanci ng, nmanagenent, operation, and construction nechani sm

to ensure the continued future devel opnent of an efficient and

econom cally viable high-speed rail systemin this state.

(3) It is the intent of the Legislature to authorize

the authority to inplenent innovative nechanisns required to

effect the joint public-private venture approach to pl anning,

| ocating, pernmitting, managi ng, financing, constructing,

operating, and maintaining a high-speed rail systemfor the

state, including providing i ncentives for revenue generation

operation, construction, and nmanagenent by the private sector
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Section 3. Section 341.8203, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.8203 Definitions.--As used in this act, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwi se, the term

(1) "Associated devel opnent" means property,

equi pnent, buildings, or other ancillary facilities which are

built, installed, or established to provide financing,

fundi ng, or revenues for the planning, building, nmanagi ng, and

operation of a high-speed rail system and which are associ at ed

with or part of the rail stations. The termi ncl udes property,

including air rights, necessary for joint devel opnent, such as

parking facilities, retail establishnents, restaurants,

hotels, offices, or other commercial, civic, residential, or

support facilities, and nay al so i nclude property necessary to

protect or preserve the rail station area by reducing urban

blight or traffic congestion or property necessary to

acconplish any of the purposes set forth in this subsection

whi ch are reasonably antici pated or necessary.
(2) "Authority" neans the Florida Hi gh-Speed Rai
Authority and its agents.

(3) "Central Florida" neans the counties of Lake,

Senminol e, Orange, Gsceola, Citrus, Sunter, Volusia, Brevard,

Her nando, Pasco, Hillsborough, Pinellas, and Pol k.

(4) "DBOM contract" neans the docunent and al

concom tant rights approved by the authority providing the

sel ected person or entity the exclusive right to design

buil d, operate, and maintain a high-speed rail system

(5) "DBOM & F contract" neans the docunent and al

concom tant rights approved by the authority providing the

sel ected person or entity the exclusive right to design
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1| build, operate, maintain, and finance a hi gh-speed rai

2| system

3 (6) "High-speed rail systend neans any hi gh-speed

4| fixed gui deway system for transporting people or goods, which
5] systemis capable of operating at speeds in excess of 120

6| mles per hour, including, but not limted to, a nonorai

7| system dual track rail system suspended rail system

8 | magnetic levitation system pneunatic repul sion system or

9| other system approved by the authority. The termi ncl udes a
10 | corridor and structures essential to the operation of the

11 ) line, including the land, structures, inprovenents,

12 | rights-of -way, easenents, rail lines, rail beds, guideway

13 | structures, stations, platforns, switches, yards, parking

14 | facilities, power relays, swtching houses, rail stations,

15 | associ ated devel opnent, and any other facilities or equi pnent
16 | used or useful for the purposes of high-speed rail system

17 | design, construction, operation, nmaintenance, or the financing
18 | of the high-speed rail system

19 (7) "Joint devel opnent"” neans the planni ng, nmanagi ng,
20 | financing, or constructing of projects adjacent to,

21| functionally related to, or otherwise related to a hi gh-speed
22 | rail system pursuant to agreenents between any person, firm
23 | corporation, association, organization, agency, or other

24 | entity, public or private.

25 (8) "Northeast Florida" neans the counties of Nassau
26 | Duval, day, St. Johns, Putnam Al achua, Marion, and Fl agl er
27 (9) "Northwest Florida" neans the counties of

28 | Escanbi a, Santa Rosa, Ckal oosa, \Walton, Hol nes, Washi ngton

29 | Jackson, Gadsden, Bay, Cal houn, Liberty, Qulf, Franklin, Leon
30 | Jefferson, Madison, Wakulla, Taylor, Hanilton, Suwannee,

31
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Col unbi a, Baker, Union, Lafayette, Glchrist, Dixie, Bradford
and Levy.

(10) "Rail station," "station," or "high-speed rai

station" neans any structure or transportation facility that

is part of a high-speed rail system desi gned to accommpdate

t he novenent of passengers from one node of transportation to

anot her at which passengers board or disenbark from

transportati on conveyances and transfer from one node of

transportati on to another

(11) "Selected person or entity" means the person or

entity to whomthe authority awards a contract under s.

341.834 to establish a high-speed rail system pursuant to this

act .

(12) "Southeast Florida" nmeans the counties of

Broward, Monroe, M ani-Dade, Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin,

Ckeechobee, and Pal m Beach

(13) "Southwest Florida" nmeans the counties of
Manat ee, Hardee, DeSoto, Sarasota, Highlands, Charlotte,
d ades, Lee, Hendry, and Collier

(14) "Urban areas" neans Central Florida, Northeast

Fl ori da, Northwest Florida, Southeast Florida, and Sout hwest
Fl ori da.

Section 4. Section 341.821, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

341.821 Florida Hi gh-Speed Rail Authority.--

(1) There is created and established a body politic

and corporate, an agency of the state, to be known as the
"Fl orida Hi gh-Speed Rail Authority," hereinafter referred to
as the "authority."
(2)(a) The governing board of the authority shal
consi st of nine voting nenbers appointed as foll ows:
15
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1. Three nenbers shall be appointed by the Governor
one of whom nust have a background in the area of
envi ronnental concerns, one of whom nust have a | egislative
background, and one of whom nmust have a general business
backgr ound.

2. Three nenbers shall be appointed by the President
of the Senate, one of whom nust have a background in civil
engi neeri ng, one of whom nust have a background in
transportati on construction, and one of whom nust have a
general busi ness background.

3. Three nenbers shall be appointed by the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, one of whom nust have a | ega
background, one of whom nust have a background in financi al
matters, and one of whom nust have a general business
backgr ound.

(b) The appointed nenbers shall not be subject to
confirmation by the Senate. The initial term of each nenber
appoi nted by the Governor shall be for 4 years. The initial
term of each nenber appointed by the President of the Senate
shall be for 3 years. The initial term of each nenber
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
be for 2 years. Succeeding terns for all nenbers shall be for

terns of 4 years. rnitiat—appointrents—rust—be—rade—w-thin—30
tays—after—the—effectivedate—of—thirs—aet—

(c) A vacancy occurring during a termshall be filled
by the respective appointing authority in the sanme manner as
the original appointnment and only for the bal ance of the
unexpired term An appointnment to fill a vacancy shall be nade
within 60 days after the occurrence of the vacancy.

(d) The Secretary of Transportation shall be a
nonvoting ex officio nmenber of the board.

16
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(e) The board shall elect one of its nenbers as chair
of the authority. The chair shall hold office at the will of
t he board. Five menbers of the board shall constitute a
guorum and the vote of five nenbers shall be necessary for
any action taken by the authority. The authority nay neet upon
the constitution of a quorum No vacancy in the authority
shall inpair the right of a quorum of the board to exercise
all rights and performall duties of the authority.

(f) The nenbers of the board shall not be entitled to
conpensation but shall be entitled to receive their travel and
ot her necessary expenses as provided in s. 112.061

(3) Notwithstanding any other lawto the contrary, it
shall not be or constitute a conflict of interest for a person
havi ng a background specified in this section to serve as a
nmenber of the authority. However, in each official decision to
which this act is applicable, such nenber's firmor related
entity may not have a financial or economc interest nor shal
the authority contract with or conduct any business with a
menber or such nenber's firmor directly rel ated business
entity.

(4) The authority shall be assigned to the Departnent
of Transportation for adm nistrative purposes. The authority
shal | be a separate budget entity. The Departnent of
Transportation shall provide admnistrative support and
service to the authority to the extent requested by the chair
of the authority. The authority shall not be subject to
control, supervision, or direction by the Departnent of
Transportation in any manner, including, but not limted to,
personnel, purchasing, transactions involving real or persona
property, and budgetary matters.

17
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1 (5) To facilitate the npost efficient and effective

2 | managenent, including the use of best nmnagenent practices

3| enpl oyed by the private sector, the authority is created as an
4 | enterprise and given the responsibility and authority that

5| provides it with the autonony and flexibility to enable it to
6| nore easily pursue innovations, as well as best practices in
7 | managenent, finance, organi zation, and operations. The

8| creation of the authority as an enterprise is intended to

9| inprove cost-effectiveness and tineliness of project delivery,
10 | i ncrease revenues, enhance the financial capability of the

11 | high-speed rail system and inprove the quality of service to
12 ] its patrons, while continuing to protect the public and

13 | private investnent in the system

14 Section 5. Section 341.822, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 341.822 Powers and duties.--

17 (1) The authority created and established by this act
18 | shall |ocate, pl an, design, finance, construct, nmaintain, own,
19 | operate, adm ni ster, and manage t he preHmnary—engineering
20 | angd—preHwnary—environrental—assesstent—of—the—intrastate
21 | high-speed rail systemin the state. —hereinafter—referredto
22 - . .
23 (2) The authority may exercise all powers granted to
24 | corporations under the Florida Busi ness Corporation Act,
25 | chapter 607, except the authority may only net incur debt in
26 | accordance with the provisions of this act.
27 (3) The authority shall have perpetual succession as a
28 | body politic and corporate.
29 (4) The authority is authorized to seek and obtain
30| federal matching funds or any other funds to fulfill the
31

18
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1| requirenents of this act either directly or through the

2 | Departnent of Transportation.

3 (5) The authority may enploy an executive directory
4 | permahent—or—tenporatryas it nay require and shall deternine
5] the qualifications and fix the conpensation. The authority nay
6 | del egate to one or nore of its agents or enployees such of its
7| power as it deens necessary to carry out the purposes of this
8 | act, subject always to the supervision and control of the

9| authority.

10 (6) The authority nmay exercise all powers necessary,
11 | appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to carrying out the
12 | purposes enunerated in subsection (1), including, but not

13| linted to, the rights and powers to:

14 (a) Enforce collection of rates, fees, and charges,
15 ] and to establish and enforce fines and penalties for any

16 | violation of rules.

17 (b) Advertise and pronote hi gh-speed rail systens,

18 | associ ated devel opnent, and activities of the authority.

19 (c) Accept funds, donations, or contributions of

20| lands, buildings, or other real or personal property from
21 | other governnental sources, and accept private donations.

22 (d) Purchase, by directly contracting with | ocal

23 | national, or international insurance conpanies, liability

24 | insurance that the authority is contractually and legally

25| obligated to provide, notw thstanding the requirenents of s.
26 | 287.022(1).

27 (e) Sell nane rights for high-speed rail stations and
28 | other related facilities owned by the authority to corporate
29 | or individual sponsors.

30 (f) Adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54
31| as necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.

19
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(7) The authority may:

(a) Make and execute agreenents, |eases, as |essee or

as | essor, contracts, deeds, and other instrunents necessary

or convenient in the exercise of the powers and functions of

the authority under this act, including contracts with

persons, firns, corporations, federal and state agencies, and

other authorities authorized to enter into contracts and

ot herwi se cooperate with the authority to facilitate the

construction, leasing, or sale of the system

(b) Engage in sal e-| easeback, | ease-purchase,

| ease- | easeback, design-build, design build operate and

mai ntain (DBOM), design build operate nmaintain and finance

(DBOM & F), or other undertakings, and provide for the sale of

certificates of participation incident thereto; and

(c) Enter into interlocal agreenments in the manner
provided in s. 163.01.
(8) It is the express intent of this act that the

authority be authorized, pursuant to provisions of this act,

to plan, devel op, own, purchase, |ease, or otherw se acquire,

denol i sh, construct, inprove, relocate, equip, repair,

nmai ntain, operate, and nmanage a hi gh-speed rail system and

associ at ed devel opnent, and to establish and determ ne such

policies as nmay be necessary for the best interests of the

operati on and pronotion of a high-speed rail system
Section 6. Section 341.823, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

341.823 Criteria for assessnent and recommendati ons. - -
(1) The following criteria shall apply to the

establ i shnent of the hi gh-speed rail system ira—devetopingthe
e . . e . I ’
and—+recormrentdations required by this act:
20
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(a) The systemshall be capable of traveling speeds in
excess of 120 miles per hour consisting of dedicated rails or
gui deways separated from notor vehicle traffic;

(b) The initial segnents of the systemw | be
devel oped and operated between the St. Petersburg area, the
Tanpa area, and the Olando area, with future service to the

Mam area;

(c) The authority is to develop a program woeder t hat
uses, to the maxi num extent feasible, nongovernnental sources
of funding for the design, construction, naintenance, and

operation, and financing of the system

(2) The authority shall establish requirenents rake
reconrmentati-oRs concer ni ng:
(a) The format and types of information that nust be

included in a financial or business plan for the high-speed
rail system and the authority nmay devel op that financial or
busi ness pl an;

(b) The preferred routes between the cities and urban
areas designated in accordance with s. 341. 8203 iA—paragraph

EZARE

(c) The preferred |l ocations for the stations in the
cities and urban areas designhated in accordance with s.

341. 8203 ihA—paragraph—{H(b);
(d) The preferred | oconption technol ogy to be enpl oyed

oral ek -t ixed_gui-deway-

raghet+e—tevitation; and

(e)tH Any other issues the authority deens rel evant

to the devel opnent of a high-speed rail system
21
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16 | projeets—

17 Section 7. Section 341.824, Florida Statutes, is

18 | anended to read:

19 341.824 Technical, scientific, or other assistance.--
20 (1) The Florida Transportati on Conm ssion, the

21 | Departnment of Conmunity Affairs, and the Departnent of

22 | Environnmental Protection shall, at the authority's request,
23 | provide technical, scientific, or other assistance.

24 (2) The Departnent of Community Affairs shall, if

25 | requested, provide assistance to | ocal governnents in

26 | anal yzing the | and use and conprehensi ve pl anni ng aspects of
27 | the high-speed rail system The Departnment of Community

28 | Affairs shall assist the authority with the resolution of any
29 | conflicts between the system and adopted | ocal conprehensive
30 | pl ans.

31
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(3) The Departnent of Environmental Protection shall

i f requested, provide assistance to |ocal governnents and

other permitting agencies in analyzing the environnental

aspects of the high-speed rail system The Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection shall assist the authority and the

contractor in expediting the approval of the necessary

environnental permits for the system
Section 8. Section 341.825, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.825 Preenption; sole and exclusive deternination

of need for the high-speed rail transportation system --Upon
the adoption of s. 19, Art. X of the State Constitution and
the legislative findings set forth in this act, the State of

Florida preenpts by this act any question, issue, or

determ nation that the high-speed rail systemis needed or is

in the public interest. The Legislature expressly mandates,

on these bases, the need for high-speed rail transportation in

order to effect the public purposes of s. 19, Art. X of the

State Constitution and this act is the sole and excl usive

determ nation of need for any high-speed rail system

establ i shed pursuant to this act, thereby preenpting the

determ nati on of need and the necessity of assessing or

wei ghing need with the inpacts of any high-speed rail system
Section 9. Section 341.826, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
341.826 Exclusivity.--The authority shall have the
excl usi ve power to establish high-speed rail systens in the

State of Florida and no high-speed rail system nay be

aut hori zed, financed, constructed, or operated other than

pursuant to the provisions of this act.

24
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1 Section 10. Section 341.827, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 341.827 Service areas; segnent designation.--

4 (1) The authority shall determine in which order the
5| service areas, as designhated by the Legislature, will be

6 | served by the high-speed rail system

7 (2) The authority, in conjunction with the | oca

8 | governnent having jurisdiction over the affected area, shal
9| designate stations to serve the designated service areas.

10 (3) The authority shall plan and devel op the

11| high-speed rail system so that construction proceeds as

12 | fol |l ows:

13 (a) The initial segnents of the systemshall be

14 | devel oped and operated between the St. Petersburg area, the
15 | Tanpa area, the Lakel and/ Wnter Haven area, and the Ol ando
16 | area, with future service to the Mam area.

17 (b) Construction of subsequent segnents of the

18 | hi gh-speed rail system shall connect the netropolitan areas of
19 | Port Canaveral / Cocoa Beach, Ft. Pierce, Wst Pal m Beach, Ft.
20 | Lauderdal e, Daytona Beach, St. Augustine, Jacksonville, Ft.
21 | Myers/ Napl es, Sarasot a/ Bradent on, Gai nesvill e/ Ccal a,

22 | Tal | ahassee, and Pensacol a.

23 (c) Selection of segnents of the hi gh-speed rai

24 | systemto be constructed subsequent to the initial segnents of
25| the systemshall be prioritized by the authority, giving

26 | consideration to the denmand for service, financial

27 | participation by |local governnents, financial participation by
28 | the private sector, and the avail able financial resources of
29 | the authority.

30 Section 11. Section 341.828, Florida Statutes, is
31| created to read

25
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341.828 Route alignnent selection.--

(1) The authority is authorized to select a route

al i gnnment for the high-speed rail systemand, for the purposes

of permitting, may utilize one or nore permtting processes

provided for in statute, including, but not linmted to, the

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on | ong-range transportation

pl anni ng process as defined ins. 339.175 (6) and (7), in

conjunction with the Departnent of Transportation's work

program process as defined in s. 339.135, or any pernitting

process now in effect or that may be in effect at the tine of

permitting and will provide the nost tinely and cost-effective

permtting process.

(2) The authority shall work in cooperation with

net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zations in areas where the

hi gh-speed rail systemw ||l be |located. The netropolitan

pl anni ng organi zati ons shall cooperate with the authority and

i nclude the high-speed rail systemalignnent within their

adopt ed | ong-range transportation plans and transportation

i mprovenent prograns for the purposes of providing public

i nformation, consistency with the plans, and receipt of

federal and state funds by the authority to support the

hi gh-speed rail system

(3) For purposes of selecting a route alignnent, the

authority may use the project devel opnent and environnent

study process, including the efficient transportation

deci si onmaki ng system process as adopted by the Departnent of

Transportation. The authority has the sole responsibility to

adopt the final alignnment for the high-speed rail system The

hi gh-speed rail systemis considered to be a conpelling state

interest and, as such, the authority's decision on the system

alignnent is final

26
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Section 12. Section 341.829, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
341.829 Conflict prevention, mtigation, and

resol ution. --

(1) The authority, in conjunction with the Executive

O fice of the Governor, the Departnent of Community Affairs,

and the Departnent of Environnental Protection, shall devel op

and i nplenent, within 180 days after the effective date of

this act, a process to prevent, nitigate, and resolve, to the

maxi num extent feasible, any conflicts or potential conflicts

of a high-speed rail systemw th growth nmanagenent

requi renments and environnental standards.

(2) Any person who disagrees with the final alignnent

deci sion of the authority nust file a conplaint with the

authority within 20 days after the authority's final adoption

of the alignnent.

(3) The authority nust respond to any tinely filed

conplaint within 60 days after the conplaint is filed with the

aut hority.

Section 13. Section 341.830, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.830 Procurenent. --

(1) The authority nmay enpl oy procurenent nethods under

chapters 255, 287, and 337 and under any rul e adopted under

such chapters. To enhance the effective and efficient

operation of the authority, and to enhance the ability of the

authority to use best business practices, the authority may,
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, adopt rules for and
enpl oy procurenent nethods available to the private sector

(2) The authority is authorized to procure conmodities

and the services of a qualified person or entity to design
27
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build, finance, operate, nmmintain, and i npl enent a hi gh-speed
rail system including the use of a DBOM or DBOM & F net hod
using a request for proposal, a request for qualifications, or

an invitation to negotiate.

Section 14. Section 341.831, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.831 Prequalification.--

(1) The authority may prequalify interested persons or

entities prior to seeking proposals for the design

construction, operation, naintenance, and financing of the

hi gh-speed rail system The authority nmay establish qualifying

criteria that may include, but not be linmted to, experience,

financial resources, organization and personnel, equipnent,

past record or history of the person or entity, ability to

finance or issue bonds, and ability to post a construction or

per f or nance bond.

(2) The authority nmay establish the qualifying

criteria in a request for qualification without adopting the

gualifying criteria as rul es.
Section 15. Section 341.832, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.832 Request for qualifications.--

(1) The authority is authorized to devel op and execute

a request for qualifications process to seek a person or

entity to design, build, operate, maintain, and finance a

hi gh-speed rail system The authority may issue nultiple

requests for qualifications. The authority shall devel op

criteria for selection of a person or entity that shall be

included in any request for qualifications.

(2) The authority nmay issue a request for

gual i fications wi thout adopting a rule.
28
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Section 16. Section 341.833, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
341. 833 Request for proposals.--

(1) The authority is authorized to devel op and execute

a request for proposals process to seek a person or entity to

design, build, operate, maintain, and finance a hi gh-speed

rail system The authority may issue nultiple requests for

proposals. The authority shall develop criteria for selection

of a person or entity that shall be included in any request

for proposals.

(2) In the request for proposals, the authority shal

specify the mninumperiod of tine for the contract duration

A person or entity nay propose a longer period of tine for the

contract and provide justification of the need for an extended

contract period. |If the authority extends the tine period for

the contract, such tine period shall be extended for al

persons or entities if so requested.
Section 17. Section 341.834, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.834 Award of a contract; exclusive rights.--

(1) The award of a contract by the authority to a

person or entity is the sole authority for the person or

entity to establish a high-speed rail systemin this state,

including rail stations and associ ated devel opnent.

(2) The authority may award a contract subject to such

terns and conditions, including, but not linmted to,

conpliance with any applicable permtting requirenents, and

any other ternms and conditions the authority considers

appropri at e.

(3) The contract shall authorize the contractor to

provi de service between stations as established by the
29
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contract. The contractor shall coordinate its facilities and

services with passenger rail providers, comuter rai

authorities, and public transit providers to provide access to

and fromthe high-speed rail system

(4) The contractor shall not convey, |ease, or

ot herwi se transfer any high-speed rail system property, any

interest in such property, or any inprovenent constructed upon

such property without witten approval of the authority.
Section 18. Section 341.835, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.835 Acquisition of property; em nent donmin;

ri ghts-of -way; disposal of |and.--

(1) The authority may purchase, |ease, exchange, or

ot herwi se acquire any |and, property interests, or buildings

or other inprovenents, including personal property within such

bui |l di ngs or on such | ands, necessary to secure or utilize

rights-of-way for existing, proposed, or antici pated

hi gh-speed rail systemfacilities.

(2) The power of enminent domain is vested in the

authority to condenn all necessary | ands and property,

including rights of access, air, view, and |ight, whether

public or private, for the purpose of securing and utilizing

rights-of-way for a high-speed rail system including, but not

limted to, any | ands reasonably necessary for securing

applicable pernits, areas necessary for managenent of access,

borrow pits, drainage ditches, water retention areas, rai

stations, and related or ancillary facilities for the purposes

stated in this act, replacenent access for | andowners whose

access is inpaired due to the construction of a system and

repl acenent rights-of-way for relocated rail and utility

facilities, for the construction, reconstruction, relocation
30
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nmai nt enance, and operation of an existing, proposed, or

antici pated hi gh-speed rail system and associ at ed devel opnent

or related or ancillary facilities.

(3) The authority is specifically authorized to

exercise its eninent donmain powers under both chapter 73 and

chapter 74.

(4) The authority nmay exercise the power of eninent

domain to obtain title to real property necessary to

acconplish the purposes of this act, or the authority may

request the Departnent of Transportation to exercise the power

of enminent domain to obtain title to such real property.

(5) Title to any property acquired in the name of the

authority shall be administered by the authority under such

terns and conditions as the authority may require.

(6) When the authority acquires property for a

hi gh-speed rail system or any related or ancillary

facilities, by the exercise of eninent domain authority or by

purchase or donation, it is not subject to any liability

i nposed by chapter 376 or chapter 403 for preexisting soil or

groundwat er contami nation due solely to its ownership. This

section does not affect the rights or liabilities of any past

or future owners of the acquired property, nor does it affect

the liability of any governmental entity for the results of

its actions which create or exacerbate a pollution source. The

authority and the Departnent of Environnental Protection may

enter into interagency agreenents for the perfornance,

fundi ng, and rei nbursenent of the investigative and renedi al

acts necessary for property acquired by the authority.

(7) In acquiring property or property rights for any

hi gh-speed rail systemor related or ancillary facilities, the

authority nmay acquire an entire lot, block, or tract of |and
31
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1|if the interests of the public will be best served by such

2 | acquisition, even though the entire lot, block, or tract is

3| not imediately needed for the right-of-way proper or for the
4| specific related or ancillary facilities.

5 (8) The authority, by resolution, may di spose of any
6|interest in property acquired pursuant to this section on

7| terns and conditions the authority deens appropri ate.

8 (9) The authority and its enpl oyees and agents shal

9| have the right to enter upon properties which nay be

10 | deternmined to be necessary for the construction

11 | reconstruction, relocation, maintenance, and operation of a

12 | proposed hi gh-speed rail system and associ at ed devel opnent and
13| related or ancillary facilities as described in subsection (1)
14 | for the purposes of surveying and soil and environnental

15| testing.

16 (10) The Departnent of Transportation shall grant

17 | easenents, consistent with applicable federal and state | aws,
18 | within state-owned transportation facility rights-of-way to

19 | the authority for a high-speed rail system Said easenents
20 | shall be conveyed to the authority without conpensation to the
21 | departnent, provided, however, that the departnent nmay inpose
22 | such terns and conditions on the easenent as are necessary to
23 | protect the interests of bondhol ders for any outstandi ng bonds
24 | issued for the right-of-way. The term of any such easenent
25| shall be at least for the sane length of tine as the termfor
26 | a contract for operation and nmmi ntenance of the hi gh-speed
27 | rail systemwthin the right-of-way or for the termof any
28 | bonds or other financing instrunents issued for the hi gh-speed
29 | rail systemw thin the easenent, whichever is |onger
30
31
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1 (11) The authority is authorized to accept donations

2| of real property frompublic or private entities for the

3 | purposes of inplenenting a high-speed rail system

4 Section 19. Section 341.836, Florida Statutes, is

5| created to read

6 341.836 Associated devel opnent. - -

7 (1) The authority, alone or as part of a joint

8 | devel opnent, nmay undertake devel opnent of associ ated

9 | devel opnents to be a source of revenue for the establishnent,
10 | construction, operation, or maintenance of the high-speed rai
11| system Such associ at ed devel opnents nust be associated with
12 a rail station and have pedestrian ingress to and egress from
13| the rail station; be consistent, to the extent feasible, with
14 | applicabl e | ocal governnent conprehensive plans and | ocal | and
15 | devel opnent regul ati ons; and otherwi se be in conpliance with
16 | the provisions of this act.

17 (2) This act does not prohibit the authority, the

18 | selected person or entity, or a party to a joint venture with
19 | the authority or its selected person or entity from obtaining
20 | approval, pursuant to any other |law, for any associ ated
21 | devel opnent that is reasonably related to the hi gh-speed rai
22 | system
23 Section 20. Section 341.837, Florida Statutes, is
24 | created to read:
25 341. 837 Paynent of expenses.--All expenses incurred in
26 | carrying out the provisions of this act shall be payabl e
27 | solely fromfunds provided under the authority of this act, or
28 | fromother legally available sources, and no liability or
29 | obligation shall be incurred by the authority, the board, or
30| its nmenbers hereunder beyond the extent to which nbneys have
31 | been provi ded.
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1 Section 21. Section 341.838, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 341.838 Rates, rents, fees, and charges. --

4 (1) The authority is authorized to fix, revise,

5| charge, and collect rates, rents, fees, charges, and revenues
6| for the use of and for the services furni shed, or to be

7 | furnished, by the systemand to contract with any person

8 | partnershi p, association, corporation, or other body, public
9] or private, in respect thereof. Such rates, rents, fees, and
10 | charges shall be reviewed annually by the authority and nay be
11| adjusted as set forth in the contract setting such rates,

12 | rents, fees, or charges. The funds coll ected hereunder shall
13| with any other funds available, be used to pay the cost of al
14 | adnini strative expenses of the authority, and the cost of

15 | desi gni ng, building, operating, and nmintaining the system and
16 | each and every portion thereof, to the extent that the paynent
17 | of such cost has not otherw se been adequately provided for

18 (2) Rates, rents, fees, and charges fixed, revised,

19 | charged, and collected pursuant to this section shall not be
20 | subject to supervision or regul ati on by any depart nent,

21 | conmi ssion, board, body, bureau, or agency of this state other
22 | than the authority.

23 Section 22. Section 341.839, Florida Statutes, is

24 | created to read:

25 341.839 Alternate neans.--The foregoing sections of

26 | this act shall be deened to provide an additional and

27 | alternative nethod for acconplishing the purposes authorized
28 | therein, and shall be regarded as suppl enental and additi ona
29| to powers conferred by other | aws. Except as otherw se

30 | expressly provided in this act, none of the powers granted to
31| the authority under the provisions of this act shall be
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subj ect to the supervision or regulation or require the

approval or consent of any nmunicipality or political

subdi vi si on or any commi ssi on, board, body, bureau, official

or agency thereof or of the state.
Section 23. Section 341.840, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.840 Tax exenption.--The exercise of the powers

granted by this act will be in all respects for the benefit of

the people of this state, for the increase of their comerce,

wel fare, and prosperity, and for the i nprovenent of their

health and living conditions, and as the design, building,

operati on, maintenance, and financing of a systemby the

authority or its agent or the owner or |essee thereof, as

herein authorized, constitutes the performance of an essenti al

public function, neither the authority, its agent, nor the

owner of such systemshall be required to pay any taxes or

assessnents upon or in respect to the systemor any property

acquired or used by the authority, its agent, or such owner

under the provisions of this act or upon the incone therefrom

any security therefor, their transfer, and the incone

therefrom including any profit nade on the sal e thereof,

shall at all tinmes be free fromtaxation of every kind by the

state, the counties, and the nunicipalities and other

political subdivisions in the state.
Section 24. Section 341.841, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

341.841 Report; audit.--The authority shall prepare an

annual report of its actions, findings, and recommendati ons

and submit the report to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on or

before January 1. Not |less than annually, the authority shal
35
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1| provide for an audit by certified public accountants of its

2 | books and accounts, the cost of which shall be paid from funds
3| available to the authority pursuant to this act.

4 Section 25. Section 341.842, Florida Statutes, is

5| created to read

6 341.842 Liberal construction.--This act, being

7 | necessary for the welfare of the state and its inhabitants,

8| shall be liberally construed to effect the purposes hereof.

9 Section 26. Section 341.843, Florida Statutes, is

10 | created to read:

11 341.843 Provisions of act controlling.--To the extent
12 | that the provisions of this act are inconsistent with the

13 | provisions of any general statute or special act or parts

14 | thereof, the provisions of this act shall be deened

15| control ling.

16 Section 27. Subsection (10) of section 288. 109

17 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 288.109 One-Stop Permitting System --

19 (10) Notwi thstanding any other provision of |aw or

20| administrative rule to the contrary, the fee inposed by a

21 | state agency or water nanagenent district for issuing a

22 | devel opnent pernmit shall be waived for a 6-nonth period

23 | beginning on the date the state agency or water nanagenent

24 | district begins accepting devel opnent pernit applications over
25| the Internet and the applicant submits the devel opnment pernit
26 | to the agency or district using the One-Stop Pernmitting

27 | System The 6-nonth fee waiver shall not apply to devel opnent
28 | permt fees assessed by the Electrical Power Plant Siting Act,
29 | ss. 403.501-403.519; the Transmission Line Siting Act, ss.

30 | 403.52-403.5365; the statewi de Multi-purpose Hazardous Waste
31| Facility Siting Act, ss. 403.78-403.7893; and the Natural Gas
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1| Pipeline Siting Act, ss. 403.9401-403. 9425:—ant—the—H-gh—Speed
2 | Rai—TFransportation—Stng—Act—ss—341-3201-341-386.

3 Section 28. Subsection (6) of section 334.30, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 334.30 Private transportation facilities.--The

6 | Legislature hereby finds and declares that there is a public
7 | need for rapid construction of safe and efficient

8 | transportation facilities for the purpose of travel within the
9| state, and that it is in the public's interest to provide for
10 | the construction of additional safe, convenient, and

11 | economical transportation facilities.

12 (6) Netwthstanting—s—341-324-A fi xed- gui deway

13 | transportation system authorized by the departnent to be

14 | wholly or partially within the departnent's right-of-way

15| pursuant to a | ease granted under s. 337.251 nmay operate at
16 | any safe speed.

17 Section 29. Subsection (9) of section 337.251, Florida
18 | Statutes, is anended to read:

19 337.251 Lease of property for joint public-private
20 | devel opnent and areas above or bel ow departnent property. --
21 (9) Netwthstanting—s—341-324-A fi xed- gui deway
22 | transportation system authorized by the departnent to be
23| wholly or partially within the departnent's right-of -way
24 | pursuant to a | ease granted under this section nmay operate at
25| any safe speed.
26 Section 30. Section 341.501, Florida Statutes, is
27 | anended to read:
28 341.501 High-technology transportation systens; joint
29 | proj ect agreement or assistance.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her
30 | provision of law, the Departnent of Transportation nmay enter
3l|into a joint project agreenent with, or otherw se assist,
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private or public entities, or consortia thereof, to
facilitate the research, devel opnent, and denonstration of

hi gh-technol ogy transportation systens, including, but not
limted to, systens using magnetic levitation technol ogy. Fhe

L he Floricatiel | i . |

$5—3413201-341386—donot—appty—to—actions—taken—under—thi-s
seetiom—and The departnent may, subject to s. 339. 135,

provide funds to match any avail able federal aid for

© 00 N o O W DN P

ef fectuating the research, devel opnent, and denonstration of

=
o

hi gh-technol ogy transportation systens.

[N
[N

Section 31. (1) There is appropriated from funds

=
N

within the State Transportation Trust Fund designated for the
Transportati on Qutreach Program (TOP) by s. 339.137, Florida
Statutes, to the Florida H gh-Speed Rail Authority the sum of
$4.5 million for fiscal year 2002-2003 to assist in the

i npl erentation of this act. In the event that s. 339.137,

=
w

=
N

=
a1

=
(o))

=
\l

Florida Statutes, is repealed, the sumof $4.5 nillion for

=
o

fiscal year 2002-2003 is appropriated fromfunds within the

=
©

State Transportation Trust Fund committed by the Departnent of

N
o

Transportation for public transportation projects in

N
=

accordance with chapter 341, Florida Statutes, as provided in
s. 206.46(3), Florida Statutes, to the Florida H gh-Speed Rai
Authority for the purposes set forth in this section
(2) This section shall take effect July 1, 2002,
Section 32. Sections 341.3201, 341.321, 341.322,
341. 325, 341.327, 341.329, 341.331, 341.332, 341.3331
341.3332, 341.3333, 341.3334, 341.3335, 341.3336, 341.3337,
341.3338, 341.3339, 341.334, 341.335, 341.336, 341.3365,
341. 342, 341.343, 341.344, 341.345, 341.346, 341. 3465,
341.347, 341.348, 341.351, 341.352, 341.353, 341.363, 341. 364,
341. 365, 341.366, 341.368, 341.369, 341.371, 341.372, 341.375,
38
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341.381, 341.382, 341.383, and 341.386, Florida Statutes, are
r epeal ed

Section 33. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.
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l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b
2 HOUSE SUVMMARY
3
Creates the "Florida Hi gh-Speed Rail Authority Act."
4 Provi des_ | egislative flndlngs, Pollcy, pur pose, and
intent with respect to the devel opnent, financi ng,
5 construction, and operation of a high-speed rail “system
6
Revi ses and _provi des additional powers and duties of the
7 authority. Revises the criteria for assessment and
reconmendations with respect to the establishnment of the
8 hi gh-speed rail system _Specifies types of technical
scientific, or other_ assistance to be provided by the
9 Departnent of Comunity Affairs and the Departnent of
Environnental Protection. Provides for sole and ]
10 excl usi ve determ nation of need for the high-speed rai
system est abl i shed pursuant to the act. Provides that
11 the power of the authority to establish high-speed rai
systens in the state is exclusive. Providées for
12 determ nation of service areas and the order of system
segnent construction. Authorizes the authority to select
13 a foute alignment for the systemand to utilize existing
permtting processes in such selection process. Provides
14 sol e responS|b|I|t§ to the authority for the adoption, of
final allggnent, equi res the authority, in conjunction
15 with the Executive Ofice of the Governor, the Departnent
of Community Affairs, and the Departnent of Environnental
16 Protection, to develop and inplenent a process to
nlthgate and resolve conflicts between the system and
17 growt h managenent requirenents and environnent al
Standards. “Provides tine |[imts for the filing of and
18 re5ﬂonse to specified conP!alnts. Aut hori zes the
authority to enploy specitied procurenent mnethods.
19 Provides for the adoption of rules. Authorizes the
authority to procure comodities and services for the
20 desi gni ng, bullding, financing, maintenance, operation
and i npl enentation of a high-Speed rail_ system
21 Authori zes the authority to prequalify interested persons
or entities prior to seeking proposals for the design
22 construction, operation, maintenance, and financing o
the high-speed rail system Provides for the
23 establ ishnent of qualifying criteria. Authorizes the
authority to develop and eXecute a request for.
24 ualifications process. Authorizes the authority to
evel op and execute a request for proposals process to
25 seek a_ person or entity to design, build, operate ]
mai ntaj n, and finance a high-spéed rail system Provides
26 that the award of a contract by the authorltY is the sole
authority for the person or _entity selected to establish
27 a high-speed rail system _Provides for award of a
conditional contract. Provides contract_ requirenents.
28 Prohibits transfer of s sten1ﬂropert¥ W thout witten
approval. Authorizes the authority to purchase, |ease,
29 exchange, or acquire |and, propertx, or buil dings
necessary to secure or utilize rights-of-way for
30 h|?h-speed rail systemfacilities.” Provides the .
authority with the power of em nent domain., Provides
31 t hat the authorltY I s not sub{ect to specified liability.
Aut hori zes the authority and40he Departnent of
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1 Environmental Protection to enter into certain interloca
agreenents, _Requires the Departnent of Transportation to

2 grant sEeC|f|ed easenents. Authorizes the au horlty to
underta e the devel opment of associ ated devel opnents.

3 Provi des requirenments of associ ated devel opnents.
Provi des for payment of expenses incurred in carrying out

4 the act.

5 . .
Aut horizes the authority to fix, revise, charge, collect,

6 and adjust rates, rents, fees, charges, and révenues and
to enter into contracts. Provides for annual review

7 the authority of rates, rents, fees, and charges. Exenhpts
powers of the authority from specified supervision,

8 regulatlo , approval , or consent. Provides tax exenptions
for property acquired or used by the authority or

9 speci fied |ncone Requires the authority to. Prepare and

10 submt a report. Provides for an annual " aud

11 P opri ates $4 5 nmllion for the Florida H gh-Speed Rai
Au hority for fiscal year 2002-2003 from funds desi gnated

12 for he ransp ortatl oh Chtreach Progran1 Provides for a
contlngent approprla ion in the event of the repeal of

13 t he program

14 _

pe als ss. 341.3201-341.386, F.S., the "Florida

15 H gh- Speed Rai | Transportation Act.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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