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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1540
By Senator Vill al obos

37-847A-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to reorgani zation within the
Departnent of Education; reenacting and
anending s. 20.15, F.S., which creates the
Departnent of Education; providing for the head
of the departnent and for its executive
director; prescribing powers and duties of the
State Board of Education; prescribing powers
and duties of the Comm ssi oner of Education
renani ng the Divisions of Public Schools and
Universities, creating the Division of
Vocati onal Rehabilitation, and abolishing the
Di vi si ons of Workforce Devel opnent,
Pr of essi onal Educators, Adm ni stration,
Fi nanci al Services, Support Services, and
Technol ogy; providing for appointnment of
division directors, councils, commttees, and
boards; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 20.15, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed on January 7, 2003, as
schedul ed by that act, but is reenacted and anended to read:

20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
Depart nent of Educati on.

(1) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. --1n accordance with s.

2, Art. I X of the State Constitution, the State Board of
Education is a body corporate and nust supervi se the system of

free public education as is provided by |law. The State Board
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of Education is the head of the Departnment of Education the
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(2) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education is appointed by the State Board of Education and
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serves as the Executive Director of the Departnment of

Educat i on head—oef—thebepartrent—of Education—is—the
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(3) DIVISIONS.--The follow ng divisions of the
Departnent of Education are establi shed:

(a) Division of Community Coll eges.

(b) Division of Public School s and—Comruni-ty
Education

(c) Division of Colleges and Universities.

(d) Division of Vocational Rehabilitation YWtkforce

(e)ty)» Division of Blind Services.
(4) DI RECTCRS. - - The—Board—of—Regents—+s—the—director
ey o F . ties ey | o
. " . I r ey o F
Cormuni-ty—CotHeges—pursuant—to—chapter—246-The directors of

al | ether divisions shall be appointed by the conm ssioner
subj ect to approval by the state board.

(5) POWNERS AND DUTIES. --The State Board of Education
and the Conmi ssioner of Education:

&) shall assign to the divisions Brvisiren—of—PubH—e
Sehoeots—ant—Comunt-ty—Educat+on such powers, duties,
responsibilities, and functions as are necessary to ensure the
great est possi ble coordination, efficiency, and effectiveness
of education for students in K through 20 educati on
prekindergarten—through—12th—grade—for—secondary—school-

. I I e w . I .
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(6) COUNCILS AND COW TTEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng anyt hi ng
contained in law to the contrary, the comm ssioner of
Edueat+on shall appoint all nmenbers of all councils and
comm ttees of the Departnent of Education, except the

Conmi ssi on for | ndependent Educati on, Beard—ef—Regents—the
| o . ¥ 4 . "

r . I I F - I I .
Pranni-ng—Comri-sston,t he Educati on Practices Conmi ssion, and
t he Educati on Standards Commni ssi on—the—State Beard—-of

I I " I . ties ey | o

e I o,
(7) BOARDS. --Notwi thstandi ng anyt hing contained in | aw

to the contrary, all nenbers of the university, college, Beard

of Regents—the—State Beard—of Comruntty—CoHeges;-and the

community college district boards of trustees nust be

appoi nted accordi ng to chapter 240.
Section 2. This act shall take effect January 7, 2003.
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2 SENATE SUVMMARY

3 Revi ves and readopts section 20.15, Florida Statutes,
creating the Departnent of Education, which was schedul ed

4 for repeal on January 7, 2003. Provides that the State
Board of Education i5 head of the departnent and that the

5 Conmm ssi oner of Education is the departnent's executive
director. Renanes the Division of Public Schools and

6 Conmmuni ty Education as the D vision of Public Schools.
Renanes the D vision of Universities as the D vision of

7 Col l eges and Universities. Creates the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation. Abolishes the D visions of

8 Wor kf orce Devel opnent, Professional Educators,
Adm ni stration, Financial Services, Support Services, and

9 Technolpgy._Prescrlbes powers of the board to assign

10 responsibilities to the respective divisions.
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