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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1550

By Senator Silver

38-1531- 02 See HB

Abill to be entitled

An act relating to child care; anending s.

402. 3131, F.S.; increasing the introductory

course requirenent for operators of |arge

famly child care hones; providing for

community college credit; anending s. 402. 305,

F.S.; revising mninumtraining requirenents

for child care personnel and operators of

fam |y day care hones; increasing the

i ntroductory course requirenent; providing

additional training topics; requiring a

conpet ency exani nati on upon successfu

conpl etion of the required training; providing

for community college credit; providing an

automatic exenption fromcertain training for

personnel with a bachelor's degree in specified

areas; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 402.3131, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

402.3131 Large famly child care hones. --

(3) Operators of large famly child care honmes shal
take an approved 45-cl ock- hour #46-—eleek—hoeur i ntroductory
course in group child care. Successful conpletion of the

45-cl ock- hour introductory course shall articulate into 3

hours of community college credit in early chil dhood

educati on.
Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
402. 305, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--

(2) PERSONNEL. --M ni nrum standards for child care
personnel shall include mninmumrequirenents as to:

(d) Mnimumtraining requirenents for child care
per sonnel

1. Such mninmum standards for training shall ensure
that all child care personnel and operators of fanily day care

hOMES . ok ehild . bsidi | ehitd

programpursuant—to—s—4062-30615 t ake an approved 45-cl ock- hour
40—etock—hotutr i ntroductory course in child care, which course

covers at least the follow ng topic areas:

a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determine the child' s devel opnental age |evel.

f. Brain research and conputer technol ogy.

g. f— Specialized areas, as determned by the
departnent, for owner-operators and child care personnel of a
child care facility.

Wthin 90 days after of enploynent, child care personnel shal
begin training to neet the training requirenents. Child care

personnel and shall successfully conplete such training within

1 year after of the date on which the training began, as

evi denced by passage of a conpetency exam nation. Successfu
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLOO®NO®Uu DWNPRER O

a Senate - 2002 SB 1550
1-02 See HB

wo

conpl etion of the 45-cl ock-hour introductory course shal

articulate into 3 hours of community college credit in early

chi | dhood education. Exenption fromall or a portion of the

required training shall be granted to child care personne
based upon educational credentials or passage of conpetency
exam nations. Child care personnel holding a bachel or's degree

in early childhood or child devel opnent shall be automatically

exenpted fromthe training requirenents in subparagraphs b.

d., and e.

2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
study of children.

3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the
child care training shall be required to take an additiona
approved 8 clock hours of inservice training or an equival ent
as determ ned by the departnent.

4. Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
m ni nrum standards. It is recommended that the state comunity
child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
contracted by the departnent to coordi nate such training when
possible. Gther district educational resources, such as
communi ty coll eges and vocati onal -techni cal prograns, can be
designated in such areas where central agencies nmay not exi st
or are determned not to have the capability to neet the
coordi nation requirenents set forth by the departnent.

5. Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not
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limted to, swinmm ng instructors, piano teachers, dance
instructors, and gymmastics instructors.

6. The State Coordinating Council for School Readi ness
Prograns, in coordination with the departnment, shall eval uate
or contract for an evaluation for the general purpose of
determ ning the status of and neans to inprove staff training
requi rements and testing procedures. The evaluation shall be
conpl eted by Cctober 1, 1992, and conducted every 2 years
thereafter. The evaluation shall include, but not be |imted
to, deternmining the availability, quality, scope, and sources
of current staff training; determining the need for specialty
training; and determ ning ways to increase inservice training
and ways to increase the accessibility, quality, and
cost-effectiveness of current and proposed staff training. The
eval uati on net hodol ogy shall include a reliable and valid
survey of child care personnel

7. The child care operator shall be required to take
basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

| ncreases from40 to 45 cl ock hours the |ntroductor¥ ]
training course requirement for operators of Iarge am |y
child care hones and for child care personnel an
operators of famly day care homes. Provides for .
community college Credit in early chil dhood education for
such coursework. Revises mninmum training requirenents
for child care personnel and operators of fam |y day care
honmes to include training in brain research and conputer
technoIoPy. Requi res a conpetency. exani nation for such

er sonnel " upon successful conpletion of the required

raining. Provides an automatic exenption fromcertain
training requirenents for personnel with a bachelor's
degree in early chil dhood or4ch|Id devel opnent.
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