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l. Summary:

Thishill providesthat if a municipaity maintains an independent radio communication program
which can communicate with the county’s system, or if the mutua aid channels are compatible,
certain aivil traffic pendties collected within the territorid jurisdiction of the municipaity must
be digtributed to the municipdity in which the violation occurred.

The bill amends s. 318.1451, F.S,, to provide that the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles or the court may prepare atraffic school reference guide listing the approved course
providers and the corresponding telephone numbers.

This bill amends sections 318.1451 and 318.21 of the Horida Statutes.
Il. Present Situation:

Disposition of Traffic Infraction Proceeds

Chapter 318, F.S,, governsthe disposition of traffic infraction proceeds. Section 318.21, F.S,,
provides for the digposition of civil pendties collected by the county court due to traffic
infractions. Section 318.21(10), F.S,, provides that $12.50 of the pendties collected for amoving
violation is paid to fund that county’s participation in an intergovernmenta radio program
approved by the Department of Management Services. If the county does not participate in such
aprogram, the $12.50 is used to fund local law enforcement automation, and must be distributed
to the municipality or specid improvement digtrict in which the violation occurred or the county

if the violation occurred in an unincorporated area. (s. 318.21(10), F.S., amended effective
March 2, 2002, and renumbered as s. 318.21(9), F.S., ch. 2001-122, L.O.F.)
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DM S Intergover nmental Radio Communication Program

The State Technology Office within the Department of Management Services (department)
adminigters an intergovernmental radio communication program. The department has defined an
intergovernmental radio communication program as a cooperative venture that includes the
participation of two or more loca agencies, or one or more local agencies and one or more state
agencies. A locd program is gpproved by the State Technology Office when:

The program includes the sharing of support facilities (e.g. towers, shelters, microwave)
by participating entities;

The program includes the establishment of a mutud aid system using common radio

frequency channels between participating entities; or

The program sets forth a feasible methodology that utilizes the radio frequency spectrum
in an effident manner.

According to information provided by the department, 64 of Forida s counties participate in the
program.

Driver Improvement Schools

The Department of Highway Safety and Motor V ehicles approves the courses of driver
improvement schools. s. 318.1451(1), F.S. The department and the courts are required to direct
people inquiring about driver improvement schools to the local telephone directory.

s. 318.1451(5), F.S.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 318.1451(5), F.S,, to provide that the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles or the court may prepare atraffic school reference guide listing the gpproved
course providers and the corresponding telephone numbers.

Section 2 amends s. 318.21(9), F.S,, asamended by ch. 2001-122, L.O.F., to provide that if a
county is not participating in an intergovernmenta radio communications program gpproved by
the Department of Management Sarvices, or if the municipaity maintains aradio communication
program independent of the county but which can communicate with the county’ s system, or if
the mutud aid channds are compatible, funds collected within the territoria jurisdiction of the
municipaity may be digtributed to the municipdity in which the violaion occurred.

The hill further provides thet if amunicipaity maintains an independent radio communication
program, funds collected from violations which occur within the municipdity must be
distributed to that municipaity to fund loca law enforcement automation. Under current law,
such funds would be distributed to the county in which the municipality is located. In addition,
the provision that such funds must be used to fund loca law enforcement autometion is changed
to “may” be used to fund law enforcement.
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V1.

VILI.

Prdiminary estimates indicate that 24 municipaities would benefit from this change.

Section 3 providesthat this bill takes effect on July 1, 2002.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:

Thishill’sfiscal impact on counties and municipdities is indeterminate. If amunicipdity
maintains a radio communication program independent of the county, funds collected
within the territorid jurisdiction of the municipdity will be distributed to the

municipdity rather than the county. This could result in ashift of funds to municipdities
that currently go to the counties. During 2000, approximately 2.2 million traffic citations
for moving violations were issued in Florida. If $12.50 were collected from each citation,
there would be gpproximately $27.5 million generated under s. 318.21(10), F.S.
However, the amount collected is not known and the amount that would be shifted from
counties to municipdities is not known.

Private Sector Impact:
None.
Government Sector Impact:

None.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.



BILL: CS/SB 1554 Page 4

VIII. Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff anadysis does not reflect the intent or officid position of the bill’s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




