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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1593
By Representative Peternan

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Faith-Based
Initiative; creating the Florida Faith-Based
Initiative and providing for adm nistration by
the Florida Faith-Based Network, Inc.
providing for open records and neetings;
providing duties; providing funding; providing
eligibility for funds; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Florida Faith-Based Initiative. --

(1) CREATION.--The Florida Faith-Based Initiative is
created and shall be adninistered by the Florida Faith-Based

Network, Inc., which shall be registered, incorporated,

organi zed, and operated in conpliance with chapter 617,

Florida Statutes, and which shall not be a unit or entity of

state governnent. The Legi sl ature determ nes, however, that

public policy dictates that the Florida Faith-Based Network,

Inc., operate in the nbst open and accessi bl e manner

consistent with its public purpose. To this end, the

Legislature specifically declares that the Florida Faith-Based

Network, Inc., is subject to the provisions of chapter 119,

Florida Statutes, relating to public records and those

provi sions of chapter 286, Florida Statutes, relating to

public neetings and records.

(2) DUTIES.--The Florida Faith-Based Initiative shall:
(a) Exanine conpetition-based barriers to state-funded

or federally funded provision of services by faith-based

or gani zati ons.
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(b) Provide progranmmati c and nmanagerial training and

techni cal assistance to faith-based organi zati ons seeki ng or

using state or federal funds to provide services. Such

training and techni cal assistance shall focus on critica

areas of faith-based social services nanagenent, including

communi ty asset-based program devel opnent, research-based

best program practices," resource devel opnent for nonstate

fundi ng sources, and financial managenent and budgeti ng.

(c) Provide funds to faith-based organi zations to

provide authorized | ocal services on behalf of a state agency.

(d) To the maxi mum extent possible, |everage state

funding for the initiative with any federal funding that the

initiative nmay receive to support sinilar faith-based

activities.
(e) Provide specific goals and objective criteria to

neasure, evaluate, and docunent the quality and cost of

servi ces provided by faith-based organi zations with state or

f ederal funds.

(f) Serve as liaison to the Centers for Faith-Based

and Community Initiatives established within the United States

Departnent of Justice, United States Departnent of Health and

Human Services, United States Departnent of Education, United

States Department of Labor, and United States Departnent of

Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent to work in tandemwth the Wite

House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.

(g) Provide conprehensive chapl aincy progranming in

juvenil e detention centers across the state in order to assist

| ocal youth in developing and internalizing a set of persona

noral val ues through interactive participation with the youth

and his or her fanmly.
(3) FUNDI NG - -
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(a) Notwithstanding ss. 216.181 and 216.292, Florida
Statutes, and pursuant to s. 216.351, Florida Statutes:

1. The Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall transfer

to the Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to

$1 mllion fromtrust fund and Title Il and Title V federa

fund appropriations to the departnent that fiscal year

2. The Departnent of Corrections shall transfer to the

Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to $1

mllion fromtrust fund and comunity-based program

appropriations to the departnent that fiscal year

3. Wirkforce Florida, Inc., shall transfer to the

Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to $2

mllion fromtool kit and WAGES appropriations to the agency

that fiscal year.
4. The Departnent of Health shall transfer to the
Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to $1.5

mllion fromtrust fund, anti-tobacco, and absti nence

educati on appropriations to the departnent that fiscal year

5. The Departnent of Conmunity Affairs shall transfer

to the Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to

$1 million fromconmunity devel opnent appropriations to the

departnent that fiscal year

6. The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

shall transfer to the Florida Faith-Based Initiative each

fiscal year up to $1.5 million fromtrust fund and fanily

preservation appropriations to the departnent that fisca

year.
7. The Departnent of Law Enforcenent shall transfer to

the Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fiscal year up to $1

mllion fromtrust fund appropriations to the departnent that

fiscal year.
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1 8. The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal

2| transfer to the Florida Faith-Based Initiative each fisca

3| year up to $1 nmillion fromtrust fund appropriations to the
4 | departnent that fiscal year

5 (b) Al funds transferred to the Florida Faith-Based
6| lnitiative under this subsection shall be distributed to

7 | faith-based organi zati ons for provision of services on behalf
8 | of the departnent or agency fromwhich the funds were

9] transferred and only pursuant to a witten agreenent between
10 | the departnent or agency and the initiative.
11 (c) Al fund transfers under this subsection shall be
12 | by budget anendnent subnitted through the Executive Ofice of
13| the Governor and are subject to the notice and review
14 | procedures set forth in s. 216.177, Florida Statutes.
15 (4) ELIGBILITY.--A faith-based organi zati on receiving
16 | fundi ng or other assistance under the Florida Faith-Based

17 | Initiative nust be a nonprofit organi zation holding a current
18 | exenption fromfederal taxation under s. 501(c)(3) or (4) of
19 | the Internal Revenue Code or nust be a religi ous organization
20| that is not required to apply for recognition of its exenption
21| fromfederal taxation under s. 501(c)(3) of the Interna
22 | Revenue Code. Funding under this section shall not be used
23| for religious or sectarian purposes.
24 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
25
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27 HOUSE SUMVARY
28 . . . .
Creates the Florida Faith-Based Initiative and provides
29 for its administration by the Florida Faith-Based .
Net wor k, I nc Provi des duties and funding. See bill for
30 det ai |l s.
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