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l. Summary:

The bill requires and specifies the criteria by which greyhound-racing permitholders are to
provide information a each dogracing facility concerning the adoption of a greyhound. The hill
requires that the racing program contain adoption information and identify greyhoundsin arace
that will become available for adoption. The permitholder is authorized to hold an additiond
charity day, designated as“ Greyhound Adopt-A-Pet Day,” and use the profits from the charity
day to fund activities promoting greyhound adoptions. The hill clarifies the term “bona fide
organization that promotes or encourages the adoption of greyhounds’ and requires that such
organization provide sterilization of greyhounds by alicensed veterinarian before rdinquishing
custody of the greyhound to the adopter.

Thishill creates an unnumbered section of the FHorida Statutes and amends s. 550.1647 of the
Florida Statutes.

Present Situation:

Section 550.1647, F.S., requires each permitholder to pay from any sources, including the
proceeds from performances for charity racing days outlined in s. 550.0351, F.S., an amount not
less than ten percent of the amount of the tax credit provided under s. 550.1647, F.S,, for any
undaimed, uncashed or abandoned pari-mutuel ticket for a period of one year after the date the
ticket was issued to any bona fide organization that promotes or encourages the adoption of
greyhounds. This provision took effect July 1, 2000.

The Greyhound Pets of America (GPA) is a nationwide organization of volunteers thet finds
respongble, loving homes for professond racing greyhounds that no longer qudify to compete
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at the racetrack. The GPA has six chapters in Horidaincluding Central Florida, Daytona Beach,
Southeast Coast, Largo, Greater Orlando, and Emerald Coast.

Section 550.0351, F.S,, provides for charity racing days. The Divison of Pari-mutud Wagering
(divison) may authorize each horseracing, dogracing, and ja da permitholder up to five charity
racing or scholarship days in addition to the regular racing days authorized by law. The proceeds
of charity performances shal be paid to qualified beneficiaries sdected by the permitholder from
an authorized lit of charities on file with the department. The totd profits derived from the
conduct of charity day performances must include al revenues derived from the conduct of that
racing performance, including dl state taxes that would otherwise be due to the state, except that
the dally license fee as provided in s. 550.0951(1), F.S., and the breaks for the promotiona trust
funds as provided in s. 550.2625(3), (4), (5), (7), and (8), F.S., shall be paid to the division.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill requires each permitholder operating a dogracing facility to provide for a greyhound-
adoption booth to be located at the facility and operated on weekends by personnel or volunteers
from a bona fide organization that promotes or encourages the adoption of greyhounds pursuant
to s. 550.1647, F.S. Theterm “weekends’ includes the hours during which live greyhound racing
is conducted on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. The bill requires that information pamphlets and
adoption gpplications be provided to the public upon request. The bill further requires kennel
operators and greyhound owners to provide to the permitholders information that a greyhound is
available for adoption and that the racing program contain specific adoption information.
Permitholders are required to post adoption information at congpicuous locations throughout the
dogracing facility and must alow greyhounds to be walked through the facility to publicize
greyhound adoption.

In addition to the charity days authorized under section 550.0351, F.S., a greyhound
permitholder may fund the greyhound- adoption program by holding a charity racing day
designated as “ Greyhound Adopt-A-Pet Day.” The profits must be used to fund activities a the
facility that promote adoption of greyhounds. The divison is authorized to adopt rules for
adminigtering the fund. The bill specifies that the proceeds for the charity day may not be used as
a source for the purposes st forth in s. 550.1647, F.S. Upon violation of these provisions by a
permitholder or licensee, the divison may impose a pendty as provided in s. 550.0251(10), F.S.
A penalty imposed under this subsection does not exclude a prosecution for cruelty to animals
for any other crimina act.

The bill amends s. 550.1647, F.S,, darifying that the term *bona fide organization that promotes
or encourages the adoption of greyhounds’ means any organization that provides evidence of
compliance with ch. 496, F.S., and possesses a vaid exemption from federa income tax issued
by the Interna Revenue Service. The hill dso amends s. 550.1647, F.S,, to require that such
organization provide erilization of greyhounds by alicensed veterinarian before rdinquishing
custody of the greyhound to the adopter. The fee for erilization may be included in the cost of
the adoption.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2002.
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V1.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
According to the division, the “ Greyhound Adopt- A-Pet-Day” could possibly reduce
revenues to the Pari-Mutud Wagering Trust Fund by one day’ s receipts, which would
equa approximately $150,000. Further, dl trust funds pay 7.3% of totd receiptsinto the
Generd Revenue Trust Fund as service charges. Therefore, the $150,000 reduction would
decrease deposits to the General Revenue Trust Fund by $10,950. The division notes,
however, that such reduction would only occur in the event that each facility reduced one

regularly scheduled racing day to accommodate the * Greyhound Adopt-A-Pet-Day.” The
bill does not require such reduction.

B. Private Sector Impact:

Permitholders will incur costs associated with the setup and operation of the greyhound
adoption booths. The divison estimates, however, that proceeds from the “ Greyhound
Adopt-A-Pet-Day” will defray such costs.

C. Government Sector Impact:
None.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.
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VII.

Amendments:

#1 by Regulated Indudtries:

Claifies that the greyhound-adoption booths may be operated on days other than weekends, and
that, regardless of the day of operation, the booths must be operated by personnd or volunteers
from abona fide organization that promotes or encourages the adoption of greyhounds pursuant
to s. 550.1647, F.S. (WITH TITLE AMENDMENT)

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Horida Senate.




