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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SJR"s 1666 & 1118

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senators Silver,
Rossi n, Latvala and Sullivan

313-2118-02
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.

A joint resolution proposing anendnents to
Section 5 of Article IV and Section 4 of
Article VI and the creation of Section 26 of
Article XIl of the State Constitution, relating
to suffrage and el ections; revising limtations
on the nunber of consecutive years during which
certain elected constitutional officers may
hol d office.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the foll owi ng anendnents to Section 5 of Article
IV and Section 4 of Article VI and the creation of Section 26
of Article XIl of the State Constitution are agreed to and
shall be submtted to the electors of this state for approval
or rejection at the next general election or an earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:

ARTI CLE 1V
EXECUTI VE

SECTION 5. Election of governor, |ieutenant governor
and cabi net nenbers; qualifications; terms.--

(a) At a state-wide general election in each cal endar
year the nunber of which is even but not a nmultiple of four
the electors shall choose a governor and a |ieutenant governor
and nenbers of the cabinet each for a termof four years
begi nning on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in
January of the succeeding year. In prinmary el ections,
candi dates for the office of governor may choose to run
wi thout a |ieutenant governor candidate. In the general
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1| election, all candidates for the offices of governor and

2| lieutenant governor shall formjoint candidacies in a manner

3| prescribed by |law so that each voter shall cast a single vote
4| for a candidate for governor and a candi date for |ieutenant

5| governor running together

6 (b) \When elected, the governor, |ieutenant governor

7 | and each cabi net menber nust be an elector not |ess than

8| thirty years of age who has resided in the state for the

9 | precedi ng seven years. The attorney general nust have been a
10 | renber of the bar of Florida for the preceding five years. No
11 | person who has, or but for resignation would have, served as
12 | governor or acting governor for nore than six years in two

13 | consecutive terns shall be el ected governor for the succeeding
14| term No person nay appear on the ballot for reelection to the
15| office of Lieutenant Governor if, by the end of the current

16 | termof office, the person will have served, or but for

17 | resignation woul d have served, in that office for eight

18 | consecutive years.

19 ARTI CLE VI
20 SUFFRAGE AND ELECTI ONS
21 SECTION 4. Disqualifications.--
22 (a) No person convicted of a felony, or adjudicated in
23| this or any other state to be nentally inconpetent, shall be
24 | qualified to vote or hold office until restoration of civil
25| rights or renoval of disability.
26 (b) No person nmamy appear on the ballot for re-election
27| to any of the follow ng offices:
28 (1) Florida representative
29 (2) Florida senator, or
30 3)—Fterida—tieutenant—governor
31 3) 4 any office of the Florida cabinet,
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t5—U-S—Representative—fromHorida—or
t6—U-S—Senatoer—fromfFtorida

if, by the end of the current termof office, the person wll
have served (or, but for resignation, would have served) in
that office for twelve eight consecutive years.
ARTI CLE XI'|
SCHEDULE
SECTION 26. Termlinits.--The anmendnent to Section 4
of Article VI denying ballot access for reelection to any

cabinet officer or state legislator who will have served, or

but for resignation would have served, in that office for 12

consecutive years, rather than 8 consecutive years, shall take

ef fect upon approval by the voters and shall apply only to

t hose officers whose consecutive years in office begin in
Novenber 2002 or thereafter
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE 1V, SECTION 5
ARTI CLE VI, SECTICON 4
ARTI CLE XI1, SECTION 26
TERM LI M TS. - - Proposi ng anendnments to the State
Constitution to increase, from8 consecutive years to 12

consecutive years, the linmtation on holding office as a

Fl orida Representative, Florida Senator, or nenber of the

Fl orida Cabinet, to apply such limtation to such officers
whose consecutive years in office begin in Novenber 2002 or
thereafter, and to renove provisions that apply termlints by
neans of ballot access to nmenbers of Congress, which the
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1| United States Suprene Court has determined violate the U S

2 | Constitution.

3

4 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

5 R 1666 and 1118

6

71| The commttee substitute differs fromthe original bills in
that it: does not inpose termlimts on Florida Suprene Court

8 | Justices; does not extend the term of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor from 8 consecutive years to 12 consecutive years;

9| provides that the term|inmts extension from8 to 12 ]
consecutive years for state legislators and Fl ori da Cabi net

10 | nenbers does” not appI% to current office holders; and,
specifically renoves ballot access Iimtations on U S.

11| Senators and U. S, Representatives, which the U S. Suprene

12 Court has determ ned are unenforceable.
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