Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1778
By Senator Snith

5-109- 02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to death benefits for certain
3 publ i c enpl oyees; anending ss. 112.19, 112.191
4 112. 1915, F. S.; providing that the sane
5 education benefits extended to the children of
6 | aw enforcenent, correctional, and correcti ona
7 probation officers, firefighters, and teachers
8 and school admi nistrators will be extended to
9 t he surviving spouse of any such person
10 prescribing eligibility requirenents for and
11 limts on such benefits; providing an effective
12 dat e.
13
14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 112.19, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:
18 112.19 Law enforcenent, correctional, and correcti ona
19 | probation officers; death benefits.--
20 (3) If alaw enforcenent, correctional, or
21 | correctional probation officer is accidentally killed as
22 | specified in paragraph (2)(b) on or after June 22, 1990, or
23| unlawmfully and intentionally killed as specified in paragraph
241 (2)(c) on or after July 1, 1980, the state shall waive certain
25 | educati onal expenses which children or the surviving spouse of
26 | the deceased officer incur while obtaining a
27 | vocational -technical certificate or an undergraduate
28 | education. The anpbunt wai ved by the state shall be an anobunt
29 | equal to the cost of tuition and natriculation and
30| registration fees for a total of 120 credit hours. The child
31 or spouse nmay attend a state vocational -technical school, a
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state community college, or a state university. The child or
spouse may attend any or all of the institutions specified in
this subsection, on either a full-tine or part-tine basis. The
benefits provided to a child under this subsection shal
continue to the child until the child s 25th birthday; the

benefits provided to a surviving spouse under this subsection

shal|l continue so long as the spouse renmins in good acadenic

standi ng, subject to the 120-hour limtation

(a) Upon failure of any person ehit+d benefited by the
provi sions of this subsection seeti+or to conply with the
ordinary and mnimum requirenents of the institution attended,
both as to discipline and schol arship, the benefits shall be
wi thdrawn as to the person ehitd and no further noneys nmay be
expended for his or her the—ehitd—s benefits so |long as such
failure or delinguency continues.

(b) Only a student in good standing in his or her
respective institution may receive the benefits thereof.

(c) A person ehitd receiving benefits under this
subsecti on seet+oen nust be enrolled according to the customary
rules and requirenents of the institution attended.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 112.191, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

112. 191 Firefighters; death benefits.--

(3) If afirefighter is accidentally killed as
specified in paragraph (2)(b) on or after June 22, 1990, or
unlawfully and intentionally killed as specified in paragraph
(2)(c), on or after July 1, 1980, the state shall waive
certain educational expenses which children or the surviving

spouse of the deceased firefighter incur while obtaining a

vocational -technical certificate or an undergraduate

educati on. The anobunt wai ved by the state shall be an anopunt
2
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equal to the cost of tuition and matricul ati on and
registration fees for a total of 120 credit hours. The child
or spouse may attend a state vocational -technical school, a
state community college, or a state university. The child or
spouse may attend any or all of the institutions specified in
this subsection, on either a full-tine or part-tine basis. The
benefits provided to a child under this subsection shal
continue to such a child until the child' s 25th birthday; the

benefits provided to a surviving spouse under this subsection

shal|l continue so long as the spouse renmins in good acadenic

standi ng, subject to the 120-hour limtation

(a) Upon failure of any person ehit+d benefited by the
provi sions of this subsection seeti+or to conply with the
ordinary and mnimum requirenents of the institution attended,
both as to discipline and schol arship, the benefits thereof
shall be withdrawn as to the person ehitd and no further
noneys expended for his or her the—ehitds benefits so |long as
such failure or delinguency continues.

(b) Only students in good standing in their respective
institutions shall receive the benefits thereof.

(c) A person AH—<chitdren receiving benefits under
this subsection nust seeti+en—shatt be enrolled according to
the custonmary rules and requirements of the institution

att ended.

Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
112. 1915, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

112. 1915 Teachers and school admninistrators; death
benefits.--Any other provision of lawto the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng:
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(3) If a teacher or school administrator dies under
the conditions in subsection (2), benefits shall be provided
as follows:

(d) \Waiver of certain educational expenses which
children or the surviving spouse of the deceased teacher or

school administrator incur while obtaining a

vocational -technical certificate or an undergraduate education
shal |l be according to conditions set forth in this paragraph
The anobunt wai ved by the state shall be an anmobunt equal to the
cost of tuition and nmatriculation and registration fees for a
total of 120 credit hours at a university. The child or spouse
may attend a state vocational -technical school, a state
community college, or a state university. The child or spouse
may attend any or all of the institutions specified in this
paragraph, on either a full-time or part-tine basis. The
benefits provided to a child under this paragraph shal
continue to the child until the child s 25th birthday; the

benefits provided to a surviving spouse under this paragraph

shal|l continue so long as the spouse renmins in good acadenic

standi ng, subject to the 120-hour limtation

1. Upon failure of any person ehitd benefited by the
provi sions of this paragraph to conply with the ordinary and
m ni nrum requirenments of the institution attended, both as to
di sci pline and schol arship, the benefits shall be w thdrawn as
to the person enit+d and no further noneys nmay be expended for
his or her the—ehit+d-s benefits so |ong as such failure or
del i nquency conti nues.

2. A student who becones eligible for benefits under
the provisions of this paragraph while enrolled in an
institution nust be in good standing with the institution to
receive the benefits provided herein.
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3. A person ¢hitd receiving benefits under this
par agraph nust be enrolled according to the customary rul es
and requirenments of the institution attended.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des educational benefits to the surviving spouse of
a | aw enforcenent officer, correctional officer
correctional probation officer, firefighter, teacher, or
school adm nistrator in the sane amount as Is provided
for the children of such person.
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