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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 2014

By the Committee on Conprehensive Planning, Local and Mlitary
Affairs; and Senator Futch

316-2001-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to the additional honestead
exenption for persons 65 and ol der; anending s.
196. 075, F.S., which allows counties and
municipalities to grant such exenption
providing requirenments with respect to the
t axpayer's statenent of household incone and
supporting docunents; revising the subm ssion
date for such docunents; authorizing random
audits of such statenents; providing
requirements with respect to rel ease of tax
information to the property appraiser
providing penalties and providing for a lien
for inproperly taking such an exenpti on;
providing for notice and procedures relating to
such a lien; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 196.075, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (9) is added to that
section, to read

196. 075 Additional honestead exenption for persons 65
and ol der. - -

(5) The departnent nust require by rule that the
filing of the statenent be supported by copies of any federa
incone tax returns for the prior year, any wage and earni ngs
statenents (W2 fornms), any request for an extension of tine

to file returns,and any other docunents it finds necessary,

for each nmenber of the household, to be submtted by for
i nspection by the property apprai ser June—*. The taxpayer's
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sworn statenent shall attest to the accuracy of the docunents

and grant permission to allow review of the docunents if

requested by the property appraiser. Subnission of supporting

docunentation is not required for the renewal of an exenption

under this section unless the property apprai ser requests such

docunentati on. Once the docunents have been inspected by the

property appraiser, they shall be returned to the taxpayer or

ot herwi se destroyed. The property appraiser is authorized to

generate random audits of the taxpayers' sworn statenents to

ensure the accuracy of the household incone reported. If so

selected for audit, a taxpayer shall execute Internal Revenue
Service Form 8821 or 4506, which authorizes the |Interna
Revenue Service to release tax information to the property

appraiser's office. All reviews conducted in accordance with

this section shall be conpleted on or before June 1 suth

coptres. The property apprai ser may not grant or renew the
exenption if wtheut the required docunentation requested is

not provided.

(9) |If the property apprai ser determines that for any

year within the inmediately previous 10 years a person who was

not entitled to the additional honestead exenption under this

section was granted such an exenption, the property appraiser

shal | serve upon the owner a notice of intent to record in the

public records of the county a notice of tax |lien agai nst any

property owned by that person in the county, and that property

nmust be identified in the notice of tax lien. Any property

that is owned by the taxpayer and is situated in this state is

subj ect to the taxes exenpted by the inproper honestead

exenption, plus a penalty of 50 percent of the unpaid taxes

for each year and interest at a rate of 15 percent per annum

However, if such an exenption is inproperly granted as a
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result of a clerical nistake or onission by the property

apprai ser, the person who inproperly received the exenption

may not be assessed a penalty and interest. Before any such

lien may be filed, the owner nust be given 30 days within

which to pay the taxes, penalties, and interest. Such a lien

is subject to the procedures and provisions set forth in s.
196. 161(3).
Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEE%IITUTE FOR

This CS differs fromthe bill as filed in that it deletes the
Apri | 15 deadl i nes, as proposed in the bill, for subm ssion of
supporting docunents required by the property. appraiser to
obtain the exenption; and clarifies that subir ssion of
supporting documentation is not required for the renewal of an
exenption unl ess the property appraiser reque sts such
docunent ati on.
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