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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 202

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

32-137-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to unenpl oynent conpensation
for birth and adoption; creating s. 443. 232,
F.S.; prohibiting denial of unenploynent
conpensation benefits for certain | eaves of
absence relating to giving birth to a baby or
adopting a mnor child; providing for
reductions in the anmount of conpensation
requiring enployers to post certain notices;
speci fying certain paynents as not chargeabl e
agai nst enpl oyers; requiring the director of
the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation to report
to the Governor and Legislature; providing
application; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 443.232, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
443. 232 Unenpl oynent conpensation for birth and

adoption. - -

(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of s.
443.101(1)(a)1l. and (c), an individual who is on a | eave of
absence fromhis or her enployer or who left work to be with

the individual's child during the first year of life, or

during the first year follow ng placenent with the individua

of a child under 18 years of age for adoption, shall not be

deni ed conpensati on under provisions of this chapter rel ating

to voluntarily quitting work, availability for work, inability

to work, or failure to actively seek work.
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(2) The provisions of this chapter concerning the

reduction of the anpunt of conpensation due to receipt of

di squalifying incone shall apply to paynents under this

section. In addition, the foll owi ng paynents shall cause a

reduction in the conpensati on anount:

(a) Any paynent fromthe enpl oyer resulting froma

birth or adoption described in subsection (1).

(b) Any paynent resulting froma birth or adoption

described in subsection (1) froma disability insurance pl an

contributed to by an enployer, in proportion to the enpl oyer's

contribution to such pl an.

(3) Conpensation is payable to an individual under

this section for a maxi mumof 12 weeks with respect to any

birth or placenent for adoption.

(4) Each enployer shall post at each site operated by

the enpl oyer, in a conspi cuous place accessible to al

enpl oyees, infornation relating to the availability of

unenpl oynent conpensati on under this section

(5) Any conpensation paid under this section shall not

be charged to the account of the individual's enpl oyer.

(6) Two years following the effective date of this

section, the director of the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

within the Departnent of Managenent Services shall issue a

report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives eval uating the

ef fectiveness of the unenpl oynent conpensati on program for

birth and adopti on.

(7) This section shall be applied consistent with

rul es adopted by the United States Departnent of Labor

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Prohi bits denyi ng unenPloynent conpensati on benefits for
| eaves of abséencé relating to adopting or g|V|n? birth t
a baby. Provides for reductions in the anplunt o

unenp oynent conpensation benefits. Requires. enployers t
post notices of programavailability. Specifies paynents
of unenpl oynent conpensation for births and adoptions as
not chargeabl e agai nhst enployers. Requires the directo
of the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to report to th

CGovernor "and” Legi sl ature on program effectiveness.
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