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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 2114
By Senator Garcia

39- 1440- 02 See HB 1115
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public libraries; anending
s. 257.17, F.S.; authorizing nmunicipalities to
receive operating grants; establishing m nimum
standards for receipt of funds; renoving
m ni nrum popul ati on requiremnment for
municipalities to be eligible to receive funds;
anending s. 257.191, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to construction grants; anendi ng s.
257.22, F.S.; pernmitting eligible politica
subdi vi sions to receive warrants; anending s.
257.23, F.S.; requiring certification of annua
tax incone by a specified date; clarifying
authority with regard to applications for
grants; repealing s. 257.19, F.S., relating to
library construction grants; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, in enacting revisions to the State Aid to
Li braries program the Legislature recognizes that the
original intent of aiding and encouraging the establishnent of
free library service throughout the state by offering grants
to individual counties is succeeding because all counties in
this state are currently participating in the program and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that providing
state aid to i ndependent nunicipal libraries while supporting
political subdivisions that are currently participating in the
State Aid to Libraries programis a valuable contribution to
the extension of the state's public |ibrary devel opnent plan
and
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1 WHEREAS, the Legislature further recogni zes the need

2| for state aid in order to equalize the level of service that
3| public libraries in various communities throughout the state
4| are able to provide, to pronote free |ibrary service that

5| benefits all residents of the state, and to pronote

6 | coordi nati on anong public libraries in order to inprove the

7| delivery of library services, NON THEREFORE

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 257.17, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 257.17 QOperating grants.--A political subdivision that
14 | has been designated by a county or municipality as the single
15| library adm nistrative unit is eligible to receive fromthe
16 | state an annual operating grant of not nore than 25 percent of
17 | all local funds expended by that political subdivision during
18 | the second preceding fiscal year for the operation and

19 | mai ntenance of a library, under the follow ng conditions:

20 (1) Eligible political subdivisions include

21 (a) A county that establishes or nmaintains a library
22 | or that gives or receives free library service by contract

23| with a nunicipality or nonprofit library corporation or

24 | association wthin such county;

25 (b) A county that joins with one or nore counties to
26 | establish or maintain a library or contracts w th another

27 | county, a special district, a special tax district, or one or
28 | nore nunicipalities in another county to receive free library
29 | service

30

31
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(c) A special district or special tax district that
establishes or maintains a library and provides free library
service; or

(d) A nunicipality wth-apoputation—ef—2066,0600—0or
wore that establishes or maintains a library or that and gives
or receives free library service by contract with a nonprofit

library corporation or association within the nmunicipality.

(2) The library established or maintai ned by such
political subdivision shall

(a) Be operated under a single admnistrative head who
has conpleted a |library educati on program accredited by the

Anerican Library Association. The single admnistrative head

shall have at least 2 years of full-tinme paid professiona

experience after conpleting the library education programin a

public library that is open to the public for a nininmum of 40

hours per week. and

(b) Expend its funds centrally.:
year—f+romtocal—sourees—and

(c) Gve the sane free library service provided to its

own aH- residents to residents of all political subdivisions

within the county that receive operating grants fromthe state

ey d ey ol i . ol
tax—di-st+riet.
(d) Have at least one library or branch library open

for 40 or nore hours per week.

(e) Have a |long-range plan, an annual plan of service,

and an annual budget.

(f) Engage in joint planning for coordination of

library services within the county or counties that receive

operating grants fromthe state.
3
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1 (3) Any political subdivision establishing public

2| library service for the first tine shall subnit a certified
3| copy of its appropriation for library service, and its

4 ) eligibility to receive an operating grant shall be based upon
5| such appropriation

6 PIIR e nab et Lot F ’

7 I T . . it . L eib

8 . : I I . F

9 | than—25——percent—of—aH—tocal—funds—expended—by—that

10 - . . . .

11

12

13

20 Section 2. Section 257.191, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 257.191 Construction grants.--The Division of Library
23| and Information Services nmay accept and admi nister library

24 | construction noneys appropriated to it and shall allocate such
25 | appropriation to municipal, county, and regional libraries in
26 | the formof library construction grants on a natchi ng basis.
27 | The I ocal matching portion shall be no Iess than the grant

28 | anobunt, on a dollar-for-dollar basis, up to the nmaxi num grant
29 | anpbunt, unless the matching requirenent is waived by s.

30 | 288. 0656 56—pereent. The division shall adopt rules for the
31
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1| administration of library construction grants. For the

2 | purposes of this section, s. 257.21 does not apply.

3 Section 3. Section 257.22, Florida Statutes, is

4 | anended to read:

5 257.22 Division of Library and Information Services;
6 | allocation of funds.--Any noneys that nay be appropriated for
7| use by a county, a nunicipality, a special district, or a

8 | special tax district for the maintenance of a library or

9] library service shall be adm nistered and all ocated by the

10| Division of Library and Infornmation Services in the nmanner

11 | prescribed by law. On or before Decenber 1 of each year, the
12 | division shall certify to the Conptroller the amount to be

13 | paid to each county, nunicipality, special district, or

14 | special tax district, and the Conptroller shall issue warrants
15)to the eligible political subdivisions respecti-ve—boards—of
16 | county—econm-ssioners—or—chief—municipat—executi-ve—avthorities
17 | for—the—arount—so—altocated.

18 Section 4. Section 257.23, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:

20 257.23 Application for grant.--

21 t3) The board of county conm ssioners of any county,

22 | the chief executive officer of a nunicipality, or the

23 | governing body of a special district or a special tax district
24 | desiring to receive a grant under the provisions of ss.

25| 257.14-257. 25 shall apply therefor to the Division of Library
26 | and Information Services on or before Cctober 1 of each year
271 on a formto be provided by the division. +i The application;
28 | whi-eh shall be signed by the chair of the board of county

29 | conmi ssioners and attested by the clerk of the circuit court
30| or the appropriate officer in a charter county, by the chief
31| executive officer of a nunicipality and attested by the clerk
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of the nmunicipality, or by the chair of the governing body and

attested by the chief financial officer of a special district

or a special tax district. The county, nunicipality, special

district, or special tax district theboard—of—county

conm-sstoners shall agree to observe the standards established

by the division as authorized in s. 257.15. On or before

Decenber 1 each year, the applicant shall certify the annual

tax incone and the rate of tax or the annual appropriation for
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the free library or free library service, and shall furnish
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such other pertinent information as the division may require.
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Section 5. Section 257.19, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes nmunicipalities to receive operatlng grants for
public libraries. Establishes m nimum standards™for
recei pt of funds. Renoves n1n!nun1PopuIat!on requi remrent
for nmunicipalities to be eligible to receive funds.

Revi ses provisions relating fo construction grants.
Permts eligible political "subdivisions to réeceive
warrants, Requires certification of annual tax incone by
a specified date. darifies author|t¥ with regard to

apP ications for grants. Repeals s. 257.19, F’S.

relating to |1 brary construction grants.
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