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1 Senate Resolution No.

2 A resolution urging the President and Congress

3 of the United States to direct the Secretary of

4 Veterans Affairs to establish a nationa

5 cenetery in Duval County, Florida, to serve the

6 needs of veterans and their famlies in

7 nort heast Florida and sout heast Georgi a.

8

9 WHEREAS, veteran deaths are increasing each year

10 | especially as veterans of the Wrld War Il and Korean War era
11| continue to advance in age, resulting in a correspondi ng

12 | increase in the demand of burial services in nationa

13 | ceneteries, and

14 VWHEREAS, based on 1990 national census data, annua
15| veteran deaths are not expected to peak until the year 2008
16 | before begi nning a possible decline, and during the next

17 | decade annual deaths are expected to increase 10.5 percent
18| froma total of 561,000 in 1999 to 620,000 in 2008,

19 | notwi thstandi ng any future national energencies, and
20 WHEREAS, according to the Florida Departnent of
21| Veterans' Affairs, one out of every ten veterans who die in
22 | the United States is a resident of Florida at the tinme of
23| internent, and
24 WHEREAS, Florida has the second-I| argest popul ation of
25| veterans, totaling 1.7 million, with nore than 6,500 veterans
26 | and fam|ly nmenbers being laid to rest at Bushnell and Bay
27 | Pines national ceneteries in the year 2000, and
28 VWHEREAS, Florida's two smaller national ceneteries, at
29 | Pensacol a and St. Augustine, have reached capacity and are
30| al ready cl osed, and
31
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1 WHEREAS, South Florida was recently awarded a nationa

2| cenetery following nearly 14 years of being identified as a

3 | geographic area in which the need for burial space for

4 | veterans was greatest, and

5 WHEREAS, Governor Jeb Bush praised the efforts of the

6| Florida Departnment of Veterans' Affairs in hel ping secure

7 | federal funding and raising the awareness of the need for a

8 | national cenetery in South Florida, and

9 WHEREAS, the National Cenetery Adm nistration considers
10 | the burial needs of veterans to be net for those veterans that
11 | have reasonabl e access to a burial option, neaning that a

12 | first internent option in a national or state veterans

13| cenetery is available within 75 nmiles of the veteran's pl ace
14 | of residence, and

15 WHEREAS, the nearest open national ceneteries serving
16 | northeast Florida and sout heast CGeorgia veterans are | ocated
17| in Bushnell, Florida, a distance of 150 nmiles, and Marietta,
18 | Georgia, a distance of 365 niles, and

19 WHEREAS, according to the National Cenetery

20| Admi nistration, the devel opnent of new national ceneteries

21| generally takes five to seven years, and

22 WHEREAS, according to the Florida Departnent of

23| Veterans' Affairs, in 2000 there were nore than 325, 000

24 | veterans fromFlorida and Georgia living within 75 mles of

25| Duval County, and

26 WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council recently adopted
27 | a resolution in support of building a new national cenetery in
28 | Duval County and urging federal legislation to acconplish this
29 | goal, NOW THEREFORE

30

31| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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That the President and Congress of the United States
are urged to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
establish a national cenetery in Duval County, Florida, to
serve the needs of veterans and their fanilies in northeast
Fl ori da and sout heast GCeorgi a.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution
be transmtted to the President of the United States, the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
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United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
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the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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