Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 23
By Representative W shner

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to bingo; anending s. 849. 0931

3 F.S.; defining the ternms "instant bingo" and

4 "package"; providing rules for the operation of

5 i nstant bi ngo ganes; providi ng penalties;

6 providing an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. Subsections (1), (5), (6), and (7) of

11 | section 849.0931, Florida Statutes, are anended, subsection
12| (13) is renunbered as subsection (14), and a new subsection
13 ] (13) is added to said section, to read:

14 849. 0931 Bingo authorized; conditions for conduct;

15| pernmitted uses of proceeds; limtations.--

16 (1) As used in this section

17 (a) "Bingo gane" neans and refers to the activity,

18 | conmonly known as "bingo," in which participants pay a sum of
19 | noney for the use of one or nore bingo cards. When the gane
20 | coomences, nunbers are drawn by chance, one by one, and

21 | announced. The players cover or mark those nunbers on the

22 | bingo cards which they have purchased until a player receives
23| a given order of nunbers in sequence that has been

24 | preannounced for that particular gane. This player calls out
25| "bingo" and is declared the wi nner of a predeternined prize.
26 | More than one gane may be pl ayed upon a bingo card, and

27 | nunbers called for one gane may be used for a succeedi ng gane
28 | or ganes.

29 (b) "Bingo card" neans and refers to the flat piece of
30 | paper or thin pasteboard enpl oyed by players engaged in the
31| gane of bingo. The bingo card shall have not fewer than 24
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pl ayi ng nunbers printed on it. These playing nunbers shal
range from1 through 75, inclusive. Mre than one set of
bi ngo nunbers may be printed on any single piece of paper

(c) "Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization"
nmeans an organi zation which has qualified for exenption from
federal incone tax as an exenpt organization under the
provisions of s. 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
or s. 528 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as anended;
which is engaged in charitable, civic, comunity, benevol ent,
religious, or scholastic works or other similar activities;
and whi ch has been in existence and active for a period of 3
years or nore.

(d) "lInstant bingo" neans a gane that is played using

tickets by which a player wins a prize by opening and renoving

a cover fromthe ticket to reveal a set of nunbers, letters,

obj ects, or patterns, sone of which have been predesignated in

advance as prize winners.
(e) e "Ohjects" neans a set of 75 balls or other
preci sion shapes that are inprinted with |etters and nunbers

in such a way that nunbers 1 through 15 are nmarked with the
letter "B," nunbers 16 through 30 are marked with the letter
"I'," nunbers 31 through 45 are marked with the letter "N, "
nunbers 46 through 60 are marked with the letter "G " and
nunbers 61 through 75 are marked with the letter "O "

(f) "Package" neans a separate set of not nore than

4,000 instant bhingo tickets in which the predetermnm ned ni ni num

prize payout is at |east 65 percent of the total receipts from

the sale of the entire package.
(9g) fey "Rack" neans the container in which the objects
are placed after being drawn and announced.
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(h) t+)> "Receptacl e" neans the container from which the
obj ects are drawn or ejected

(i) fg)y "Session" nmeans a designated set of ganes
played in a day or part of a day.

(5) Except for instant bingo prizes, which are linted

to those displayed on the ticket, no jackpot may shatt+ exceed

the val ue of $250 in actual noney or its equivalent, and there
shall be no nore than three jackpots in any one session of
bi ngo.

(6) Except for instant bingo, which is not linmted by

this subsection,the nunber of days per week during which

organi zati ons aut hori zed hereunder may conduct bingo may not
exceed two.
(7) Except for instant bingo prizes, which are linted

to those displayed on the ticket,there shall be no nore than

three jackpots on any one day of play. All other gane prizes
may shatt+ not exceed $50.
(13)(a) Instant bingo tickets nust be sold at the

price printed on the ticket, not to exceed $1. Di scounts nmay

not be given for purchases of nmultiple tickets, nor nay

tickets be given away free of charge

(b) The sets of nunbers, letters, objects, or patterns

t hat have been predesi gnated as wi nning conbinations for a

package of hingo tickets nust be posted before the sale of any

tickets fromthat package.
(14) (3 Any organi zation or other person who
willfully and knowi ngly violates any provision of this section

is guilty of a misdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. For a second or
subsequent offense, the organization or other person is guilty
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of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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