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Florida Senate - 2002 SJR 2334

By Senat or Rossin

35-172-02
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing anendnents to

Section 15 of Article Il1l, Section 5 of Article
IV, and Sections 8, 17, and 18 of Article V and
the creation of Section 7 of Article VIII of

the State Constitution to provide additional
gual i fications on persons running for elective
of fice.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anendnents to Section 15 of Article
I1l, Section 5 of Article IV, and Sections 8, 17, and 18 of
Article V, and the follow ng creation of Section 7 of Article
VIIl, of the State Constitution are agreed to and shall be
submitted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or at an earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:
ARTI CLE | I']
LEG SLATURE
SECTION 15. Terns and qualifications of |legislators.--
(a) SENATORS. Senators shall be elected for terms of
four years, those from odd-nunbered districts in the years the
nunbers of which are nmultiples of four and those from
even-nunbered districts in even-nunbered years the nunbers of
which are not multiples of four; except, at the election next
following a reapportionment, sone senators shall be el ected
for terns of two years when necessary to mmintain staggered
t er ns.
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(b) REPRESENTATIVES. Menbers of the house of
representatives shall be elected for terns of two years in
each even-nunbered year.

(c) QUALIFICATIONS. Each legislator shall be at |east
twenty-one years of age, an elector and resident of the
district fromwhich elected and shall have resided in the
state for a period of two years prior to election. A person is
not qualified to run for legislative office unless that person

has passed the ei ghth-grade-1evel Florida conprehensive

assessnent test.
(d) ASSUM NG OFFI CE; VACANCI ES. Menbers of the
| egi slature shall take office upon election. Vacancies in

| egislative office shall be filled only by election as
provi ded by | aw

ARTI CLE 1V

EXECUTI VE

SECTION 5. Election of governor, |ieutenant governor
and cabi net nenbers; qualifications; terms.--

(a) At a state-wide general election in each cal endar
year the nunber of which is even but not a nmultiple of four
the electors shall choose a governor and a |ieutenant governor
and nenbers of the cabinet each for a termof four years
begi nning on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in
January of the succeeding year. In prinmary el ections,
candi dates for the office of governor may choose to run
wi thout a lieutenant governor candidate. In the general
el ection, all candidates for the offices of governor and
| i eut enant governor shall formjoint candidacies in a nmanner
prescribed by | aw so that each voter shall cast a single vote
for a candidate for governor and a candidate for |ieutenant
governor runni ng together
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(b) \When elected, the governor, |ieutenant governor
and each cabi net nmenber nust be an elector not |ess than
thirty years of age who has resided in the state for the
precedi ng seven years. The attorney general nust have been a
nmenber of the bar of Florida for the preceding five years. No
person who has, or but for resignation would have, served as
governor or acting governor for nore than six years in two
consecutive terms shall be el ected governor for the succeedi ng
term A person is not qualified to run for governor

| i eut enant governor, or cabinet nenber unl ess that person has

passed the ei ghth-grade-1evel Florida conprehensive

achi evenent test.

ARTI CLE V
JUDI Cl ARY
SECTION 8. Eligibility.--No person shall be eligible
for office of justice or judge of any court unless the person
is an elector of the state, and resides in the territorial
jurisdiction of the court, and has passed the

ei ght h-grade-1evel Florida conprehensive assessnent test. No

justice or judge shall serve after attaining the age of
seventy years except upon tenporary assignnent or to conplete
a term one-half of which has been served. No person is
eligible for the office of justice of the suprene court or
judge of a district court of appeal unless the person is, and
has been for the preceding ten years, a nenber of the bar of
Florida. No person is eligible for the office of circuit
judge unless the person is, and has been for the preceding
five years, a nenber of the bar of Florida. Unless otherw se
provi ded by general |law, no person is eligible for the office
of county court judge unless the person is, and has been for
the preceding five years, a nenber of the bar of Florida.
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1| Unl ess otherw se provided by general |aw, a person shall be

2| eligible for election or appointnent to the office of county
3| court judge in a county having a popul ation of 40,000 or |ess
41 if the person is a nmenber in good standing of the bar of

5| Flori da.

6 SECTION 17. State attorneys.--l1n each judicial circuit
7] a state attorney shall be elected for a termof four years. A
8| person is not qualified to run for state attorney unl ess that
9 | person has passed the ei ghth-grade-1evel Florida conprehensive
10 | assessnent test.Except as otherwise provided in this

11| constitution, the state attorney shall be the prosecuting

12 | officer of all trial courts in that circuit and shall perform
13 | other duties prescribed by general |aw, provided, however,

14 | when authorized by general law, the violations of al

15 | nuni ci pal ordi nances nay be prosecuted by nunici pal

16 | prosecutors. A state attorney shall be an el ector of the

17 | state and reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the

18 | circuit; shall be and have been a nenber of the bar of Florida
19| for the preceding five years; shall devote full tine to the
20| duties of the office; and shall not engage in the private
21 | practice of law. State attorneys shall appoint such assistant
22 | state attorneys as may be authorized by | aw.
23 SECTION 18. Public defenders.--In each judicial
24 | circuit a public defender shall be elected for a termof four
25 | years, who shall performduties prescribed by general |aw. A
26 | person is not qualified to run for public defender unl ess that
27 | person has passed the eighth-grade-|level Florida conprehensive
28 | assessnent test.A public defender shall be an elector of the
29 | state and reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the
30| circuit and shall be and have been a nenber of the Bar of
31| Florida for the preceding five years. Public defenders shal
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appoi nt such assistant public defenders as nay be authorized
by law. A public defender shall be an elector of the state and
reside in the territorial jurisdiction of the circuit and
shall be and have been a nenber of the Bar of Florida for the
preceding five years. Public defenders shall appoint such
assi stant public defenders as may be authorized by | aw
ARTI CLE VI 11
LOCAL GOVERNVMVENT

SECTION 7. Elected |local officers.--A person is not

gqualified to run for any elective office of a county,

nmuni ci pality, or special district unless that person has

passed the ei ghth-grade-1evel Florida conprehensive assessnent

test.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE |11, SECTION 15; ARTICLE IV, SECTION 5;

ARTI CLE V, SECTIONS 8, 17, 18; ARTICLE VIll, SECTION 7
QUALI FI CATI ON FOR ELECTI VE OFFI CE. - - Proposi ng an
anmendnent to the State Constitution to require a candidate for
state, county, rmrunicipal, or special-district elective office
to have passed the ei ghth-grade-|evel Florida conprehensive

assessnment test.
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