Florida Senate - 2002 SB 2374

By Senator Sullivan

22-1416A-02

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; creating s.

3 231.6015, F.S.; authorizing a nmathenmatics and
4 sci ence teacher-education program requiring

5 denonstration of certain uses of funds;

6 providi ng a program purpose, required

7 conponents, and resource allocation; requiring
8 col | aborative planning and inpl enentation

9 aut hori zing incentives and certification

10 creating s. 240.149, F.S.; creating a

11 nongover nnent al organi zation to plan and

12 i mpl erent a program for mathenmatics and sci ence
13 teacher education; requiring a board of

14 directors, a chief executive officer, other

15 staff, and an advi sory council; providing for
16 nmenbership, terns of office, and an

17 appoi nt nents process; providing responsibility
18 and authority to conduct certain activities;
19 requiring a budget request; anending s.
20 229.592, F.S.; requiring a report; anending s.
21 231.600, F.S.; requiring certain additions to
22 prof essi onal devel opnent prograns; anendi ng s.
23 236. 08106, F.S.; authorizing a salary bonus for
24 teachers who conplete certain training
25 prograns; anending s. 236.685, F.S.; requiring
26 a report to include certain information
27 providing an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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1 Section 1. Section 231.6015, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 231. 6015 Mathematics and sci ence teacher-education

4 | program - -

5 (1) The Legislature intends to establish an inservice
6 | professional devel opnent programto inprove the teaching of
7 | mthematics and science in the public schools of this state,
8| with an initial enphasis on students in kindergarten through
9| grade 8. The program nay be conducted separately or in

10| conjunction with other inservice professional devel opnent

11 | prograns provided by a school district. The funds are to be
12 | used to suppl enent but not to supplant current professiona
13 | devel opnent in mathematics and sci ence educati on

14 (2) As used in this section, the term"teacher" has
15| the neaning ascribed to "instructional personnel" in s.

16 | 236. 685.

17 (3) The purpose of the programis to i nprove the

18 | ability of teachers to deliver instruction that:

19 (a) Concentrates |earning on the Sunshine State

20| Standards and the Subject Matter Content Standards for

21 | teachers adopted by the Educati on Standards Conm ssion

22 (b) Includes content in sequences designed to prepare
23 | students for the state assessnents of progress;

24 (c) Denonstrates its quality by inprovenent in

25| students' cl assroom achi evenent; and

26 (d) ldentifies and chall enges students who excel in
27 | science and nathematics as well as those whose aptitude is
28 | average or bel ow aver age.

29 (4) The program nust be designed to inprove a

30 | teacher's conmand of content know edge and teaching skills. If
31| resources are insufficient to provide adequate instruction for
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all teachers, the program design should allocate those

resources to produce a neasurable, systenic change in student

| earning, rather than only to reach as nmany teachers as

possi bl e.
(5) The program nust:

(a) Enploy strategies that have proved effective;

(b) Exploit current know edge and research on

prof essi onal staff devel opnent and standards;

(c) Include conponents for school board nenbers and

adm ni strators at the school |evel, school district

adm ni stration | evel, and state |evel;

(d) Involve the expertise of public and i ndependent

universities, colleges, and community coll eges in planning and

i npl emrent ati on;

(e) Provide for an incentive plan as authorized in s.
236. 08106; and
(f) Include an evaluation of effectiveness as

determined by the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathenmatics

and Science in Education Prograns. The eval uati on conponent of

t he program nust provide data capable of allow ng an anal ysis

of the achi evenent of students before and after the programis

i npl erented and for an anal ysis of students whose teachers

participate in the programconpared to a cohort of students

whose teachers do not. As nmuch as possible, the cohort nust

consi st of students having sinilar denpgraphic characteristics

and sel ected neasures of academ c achi evenent.

(6) The Legislature shall determine annually in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act the funds to be available for this

program Under s. 240.149, the Florida Alliance for |nproving

Mat hematics and Science in Education Programs nay operate the

delivery nechanisnms for the program or nay del egate that
3
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responsibility to a school district, a consortium of schoo

districts, an acadeny, an area center for educationa

enhancenent, or a group operating under a charter arranged by

a district or consortium The delivery nechani sns nmay involve

the expertise of science centers, and the Florida Alliance for

| nproving Mat henatics and Sci ence and school boards may

arrange participation by science centers in the planning and

delivery of the program including participation in charter

agreenents, where appropriate. As used in this subsection, a

sci ence center nmeans a nonprofit organi zati on, recogni zed
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, which is
a full nenber of the Association of Science and Technol ogy

Centers, is accredited by the Arerican Association of Miseuns,

and has had at |east 5 years experience providing professional

devel opnent and support services to teachers throughout the

state. The adnministrators of each conponent of the program

shall work collaboratively with the Florida Alliance for

| nproving Mathematics and Science in Education Progranms to

pl an prograns and activities provided by the professiona

devel opnent program including foll ow up support for the

t eachers.
(7) Teachers participating in the programmy receive

conpensation fromthe school district for their participation

and may use successful participation in the programfor

extension of a certificate, for adding a new certification

area if the district has an approved add-on certification

program as provided by the State Board of Education, or for

college credit for portions of the program which are taught by

full-tinme faculty nmenbers of postsecondary institutions. In

addition to a stipend for the workdays all ocated to the

4
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training, a teacher may be eligible for a salary bonus upon

successful conpletion of the program under s. 236.08106.

(8) Delivery sites used in the program shoul d be

joint-use facilities and nmay be on property belonging to a

school district; a public or independent university, coll ege,

or community college; or any other group under a contract

approved by the alliance.

(9) A community college or university may report

full-tine-equival ent students as a result of providing

instruction for the programif the instruction is provided

in-load by its own staff paid by its own resources.

(10) This section shall be inplenented only to the

extent funded by the General Appropriations Act.
Section 2. Section 240.149, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

240. 149 WNathematics and science teacher-education

organi zation; responsibility for program pl anni ng and

i npl emrentation. --

(1) An organization is established to plan and

i npl erent the mathematics and science teacher education

programcreated in s. 231.6015. The organi zation is to be

naned the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathenmatics and

Sci ence Teaching in Educati on Progranms; nust be recogni zed

under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and

regi stered, incorporated, organized, and operated in

conpliance with chapter 617; and is not to be considered to be

a unit or entity of state governnent.

(a) The organization shall execute its

responsibilities i ndependently but is assigned to the Ofice

of the Comm ssioner of Education for adninistrative purposes.

5
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(b) In the interest of sound public policy, the

Legi sl ature deternines that the organization is subject to the

provi sions of chapter 119 which relate to public records, and

to the provisions of chapter 286 which relate to public

neeti ngs and records.

(2) A board of directors shall govern the

organi zation. The nenbers of the board shall be appointed by

t he Commi ssi oner of Education from recommendati ons provi ded by

t he Postsecondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, the Education

St andar ds Conmi ssi on, the Workforce Devel opnent Board of

Enterprise Florida, or other public or private organi zati ons

with expertise in education or technol ogy upon invitation of

t he comm ssi oner.

(a) Four nenbers nmust be enpl oyees of postsecondary

education institutions and nust have expertise in science and

sci ence education, mathemati cs and nat hemati cs education, or a

rel ated technical field.

(b) Four nenbers nmust be enpl oyees of Florida district

school boards; at |east two of these nenmbers nust be teachers.

(c) Four nenbers nmust be fromthe private sector

(d) One nenber shall serve ex officio as a

representative of the Departnment of Education. An ex officio

nenber may participate in all deliberations of the alliance

but nay not vote.

(e) Menbers shall serve 4-year staggered ternms, with

four of the nenbers having initial terns of 2 years, 3 years,

and 4 years, respectively. The conm ssioner shall appoint a

new nenber to fill the remmi nder of a vacant, unexpired term

and nmay reappoint a nenber

(f) Menbers are entitled to reinbursenent for travel

and per di em expenses, as provided in s. 112.061.
6
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(3) The board of directors shall enploy a chief

executive officer, who shall direct and supervise the

adm ni strative affairs of the board of directors. The board of

directors may delegate to the chief executive officer any

powers and duties it finds appropriate. The chi ef executive

officer may contract with or enploy |egal and technica

experts and ot her enpl oyees as authorized by the board of

directors. The chief executive officer shall admnister the

pr of essi onal devel opnent grant program assigned to the

organi zation and ot her finances of the organization to ensure

appropriate accountability and the prudent use of public and

private funds.

(4) A council is created to assist the organi zation

and to apprise decisionnmakers of its activities.

(a) The council shall be conposed of six nenbers who

represent the foll owi ng governnmental branches or sectors: one

nenber of the Florida Senate appointed by the President of the

Senate; one nenber of the Florida House of Representatives

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; a

representative of the Executive Ofice of the Governor

appoi nted by the Governor; a representative of the Departnent

of Education appointed by the Comm ssioner of Education; a

representative of the Florida Community Col |l ege System

appoi nted by the executive director of the system and a

representative of the State University System appointed by the

chancel | or.
(b) The council shall neet at least 2 tines a year

with one neeting conducted jointly with the board of

directors.
(5) The Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics and

Sci ence Teaching in Education Programs shall plan and oversee
7
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i npl erentation of the programcreated by s. 231.6015 and

shal | :
(a) Establish and naintain a system of professiona

devel opnent prograns in nathenmatics and sci ence education, as

provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(b) Provide for involvenent of postsecondary education

in planning and i npl enentati on

(c) Produce specialized professional devel opnent

program gui del i nes. These guidelines may include curricula and

i nstructional nethods and nmust assure that the progranms focus

on content learning, enploy tested strategies, reflect the

nature of science and mat hematics, and base their design on

current know edge and research concerni ng professiona

devel opnent.

(d) Provide for the selection and preparation of staff

to i npl enment professional devel opnent in nmathematics and

sci ence.
(e) Establish priorities that school districts and

centers for educational enhancenent must use in selecting the

teachers to participate in the program If the plan does not

provide for participation by all teachers of Kkindergarten

through grade 8 within a 4-year cycle, the selection

priorities nmust inplenent a rationale for dissem nating the

progranmis benefits.

(f) Design strategies for providing foll ow up support

for each participating teacher. The foll ow up strategies nust

provide for integration of the principles learned in the

programinto the teacher's workday for at least 1 year, with

continuing followp for 2 additional years or nore, as

provided in the General Appropriations Act.

8
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1 (g) Design and oversee an incentive plan that wll

2 | encourage the participation of public school teachers and

3| admnistrators in the professional devel opnent program The

4 ] incentive plan nust provide for access to any nerit-pay plans
5| devel oped by school districts and nmay provide for a stipend

6| and a salary bonus for participating teachers, under s.

7 | 236.08106. Such bonus nust be in addition to the teacher's

8 | regular earnings froma school district and may not be awarded
9| until a teacher has successfully conpl eted the program and

10 | denponstrated, through prescribed followup activities in the
11| classroom an inprovenent in student achi evenent in

12 | mat hemati cs or science.

13 (h) Measure the effectiveness of the professiona

14 | devel opnent program on | earning and teaching in nathematics
15| and science. This inpact assessnent nust assure state and

16 | local quality control of the inprovenent of mathematics and
17 | sci ence teachi ng.

18 (6) By Decenber 1, 2002, the board nust subnmit to the
19 | office of the Conmi ssioner of Education a proposed budget for
20 | inpl enenting the programin 2003-2006. The budget nust contain
21| alternative plans for the participation of 50 percent, 33
22 | percent, and 25 percent of the state's teachers at the
23| el enentary and mi ddl e-school |evels by 2006.
24 Section 3. Subsection (8) of section 229.592, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:
26 229.592 |Inmplenentation of state system of schoo
27 | i nprovenent and education accountability.--
28 (8) STATE BOARD. --The State Board of Educati on shal
29 | adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent
30| a state system of school inprovenent and education
31| accountability and shall specify required annual reports by
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school s and school districts. The rules nmust also require each

school to report the nunber and percentage of teachers who

have achi eved certification by the National Board of

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Standards and, for schools that contain

a kindergarten or grade 1 through grade 8, the nunber and

proportion of teachers who have successfully conpleted the

programto i nprove nmat hematics and sci ence teachi ng under s.
236. 08106.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 231.600, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.600 School Conmmunity Professional Devel oprment
Act . - -

(3) The activities designed to i nplenent this section
nmust :

(a) Increase the success of educators in guiding
student | earning and devel opnent so as to i nplenent state and
| ocal educational standards, goals, and initiatives;

(b) Assist the school community in providing
stimul ati ng educational activities that encourage and notivate
students to achieve at the highest |evels and to becone active
| earners; and

(c) Provide continuous support for all education
professionals as well as tenporary intervention for education
prof essi onal s who need i nprovenent in know edge, skills, and
per fornmance; and-—

(d) Assure that teacher education prograns in science,

mat hemati cs, and technol ogy education will be fully aligned

with the content of science tasks included in statew de

testing schedul ed for 2005. These educati on prograns nust

assure that all teachers, especially teachers of kindergarten

t hrough grade 8, know and understand the science and
10
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1| mathematics standards included in the Sunshine State Standards
2| and the Subject Matter Content Standards for teachers adopted
3| by the Education Standards Comni ssion

4 Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 236.08106,

5| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

6 236. 08106 Excellent Teachi ng Program --

7 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to

8 | provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and

9 | bonuses for teaching excell ence. The Departnent of Education
10 | shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
11 | amount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the

12 | Excel l ent Teachi ng Program For purposes of this section, the
13 | Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind shall be considered
14 | a school district. Unless otherwi se provided in the Genera

15 | Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sumof the
16 | amounts earned for the follow ng incentives and bonuses:

17 (a) A salary bonus or increased stipend for teachers
18 | who successfully conplete the programto i nprove the teaching
19 | of mathematics and science in Florida under s. 231.6015. The
20| criteria for successful conpletion of the program nust be

21 | established by the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics
22 | and Sci ence Teaching in Education Prograns and nust include a
23 | denpnstration through prescribed followp activities in the
24 | cl assroom of an inprovenent in student achi evenent in

25| mat henmati cs or science.

26 (b)ta)y A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of

27 | Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
28 | enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school within
29 | the school district, who is certified by the district to have
30 | denpnstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.
31| 231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating

11
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in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anobunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program The fee subsidy is a one-tine
award and may not be duplicated for any individual

(c)tby A portfolio-preparation incentive of $150 paid
by the Departnent of Education to each teacher enpl oyed by a
di strict school board or a public school within a schoo
district who is participating in the NBPTS certification
program The portfolio-preparation incentive is a one-tine
award pai d during the school year for which the NBPTS fee
subsidy is provided.

(d) £e) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the
prior fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroom
teachers to be distributed to the school district to be paid
to each individual who holds NBPTS certification and is
enpl oyed by the district school board or by a public schoo
within the school district. The district school board shal
di stribute the annual bonus to each individual who neets the
requi renments of this paragraph and who is certified annually
by the district to have denopbnstrated satisfactory teaching
perfornmance pursuant to s. 231.29. The annual bonus nay be
paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than three
paynents.

(e) tdy An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the
prior fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroom
teachers to be distributed to the school district to be paid
to each individual who neets the requirenents of paragraph(d)

12
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1 [eyand agrees, in witing, to provide the equivalent of 12

2 | workdays of nmentoring and rel ated services to public schoo

3| teachers within the state who do not hold NBPTS certification
4 | The district school board shall distribute the annual bonus in
5] a single paynent follow ng the conpletion of all required

6| nentoring and related services for the year. It is not the

7] intent of the Legislature to renove excellent teachers from
8 | their assigned classroons; therefore, credit may not be

9| granted by a school district or public school for nentoring or
10 | rel ated services provided during the regular school day or

11| during the 196 days of required service for the school year
12

13| A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and
14 | who does not conplete the certification programor does not
15| teach in a public school of this state for at |east 1 year

16 | after conpleting the certification program nust repay the

17 | anount of the certification fee to the state. However, a

18 | teacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
19 | be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
20 | anount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
21| 1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
22 | teacher who does not conplete the certification program or
23| fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
24 | teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
25 | circunstances as determ ned by the State Board of Education
26 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
27 | 236.685, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
28 236. 685 Educational funding accountability.--
29 (4)(a) The school public accountability report to
30 | parents nust include the nunber of enployees in each of the
31| categories listed in subsection (3), by work |ocation

13
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1| However, this does not include the nunber of tenporary

2 | substitute enployees. The report nmust al so include the nunber

3| and proportion of instructional personnel in kindergarten

4 | through grade 8 who have achieved certification by the

5] National Board of Professional Teaching Standards or have

6 | conpleted the programto i nprove mat henatics and sci ence

7| teaching in Florida under s. 236. 08106.

8 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY

12 Creates a mathemati cs and sci ence teacher-education
program and establ i shes program gui del i nes and required

13 conponents. Provides for annual funding and delivery
mechani sns._ Provi des for conpensatjon to participating

14 teachers. Creates a nongovernnental organization, the
Florida Alliance for Inproving Mathematics and Sci ence

15 Teaching in Education Prograns, to plan and i nplenent the
program Provides for conROS|t|on and staffing of the

16 organi zation, including the board of directors, and for a
council to assist and advise the board, and pl aces the

17 alltance in the office of the Conm ssioner of Education
for adm nistrative purposes. Provides powers and duties

18 of the alliance. Requires the board to submt a budget.
Requires a report and provides for the adoption of rul es.

19 Requires the | nplenmentation of the education prograns for
teachers. Authorizes a salary bonus for teachers who

20 conpl ete the programs. Requites a school public
accountabllltY report to include certain 1 nformation

21 regardi ng i nstructional personnel who are certified under
t he program

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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