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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 2454
By Senator Dyer

14-1605- 02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to electric personal assistive
mobi ity devices; anmending s. 316.003, F.S.
defining the term"electric personal assistive
mobi ity device"; creating s. 316.2068, F.S.
providing regul ations for electric persona
assistive nobility devices; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (21) of section 316.003, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (82) is added to that
section, to read

316.003 Definitions.--The followi ng words and phrases,
when used in this chapter, shall have the neanings
respectively ascribed to themin this section, except where
t he context otherw se requires:

(21) MOTOR VEHI CLE. --Any sel f-propel |l ed vehicl e not
operated upon rails or guideway, but not including any
bicycle, electric personal assistive nobility device,or

noped.
(82) ELECTRI C PERSONAL ASSI STI VE MOBI LI TY DEVI CE. - - Any
sel f - bal anci ng, two non-tandem wheel ed device, designed to

transport only one person, with an electric propul sion system

with average power of 750 watts (1 h.p.), the naxi num speed of

whi ch, on a paved | evel surface when powered solely by such a

propul sion systemwhil e being ridden by an operator who wei ghs

170 pounds, is less than 20 nph. Electric personal assistive

nobility devices are not vehicles as defined in this section
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Section 2. Section 316.2068, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
316. 2068 Electric personal assistive nobility devices;

regul ati ons. - -

(1) An electric personal assistive nobility device, as

defined in s. 316.003, may be oper at ed:

(a) On aroad or street where the posted speed linmt

is 25 niles per hour or |ess.
(b) On a narked bicycl e path.
(c) On any street or road where bicycles are

permtted.
(d) At an intersection, to cross a road or street even

if the road or street has a posted speed limt of nore than 25

m | es per hour.

(d) On a sidewalk if the person operating the device

yields the right-of-way to pedestrians and gives an audi bl e

si gnal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian

(2) Awvalid driver's license is not a prerequisite to

operating an electric personal assistive nobility device.

(3) Electric personal assistive nobility devices need

not be registered and insured in accordance with s. 320.02.

(4) A person who is under the age of 16 years may nhot

operate, ride, or otherw se be propelled on an electric

personal assistive nobility device unless the person wears a

bicycle helnet that is properly fitted, that is fastened

securely upon his or her head by a strap, and that neets the
standards of the Anerican National Standards Institute (ANSI Z
Bi cycl e Hel net Standards), the standards of the Snell Menori al
Foundati on (1984 Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in
Bi cycling), or any other nationally recogni zed standards for

bi cycle hel nets which are adopted by the departnent.
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1 (7) A county or nmunicipality may prohibit the

2 | operation of electric personal assistive nohility devices on
3| any road, street, or bicycle path under its jurisdiction if
4 | the governing body of the county or nmunicipality deternines
5] that such a prohibition is necessary in the interest of

6 | safety.

7 (8) The Departnent of Transportation nmay prohibit the
8 | operation of electric personal assistive nohility devices on
9| any road under its jurisdiction if it determnes that such a
10| prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
12 | I aw
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15 SENATE SUMVARY
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