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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 311
By Representative Harrel

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education finance; creating
s. 236.08109, F.S.; authorizing schoo
districts to opt out of the restrictions
applied to allocations for fornul a-funded
categorical prograns and to use such funds at
their discretion; exenpting certain allocations
tied to federal funds; providing requirenents
to obtain such discretionary spending
authority; requiring certain reporting;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 236.08109, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
236. 08109 Discretionary spending authority on funds

al l ocated for fornul a-funded categorical prograns.--

(1) Notwithstanding s. 236.081 or any other provision

of law to the contrary, any school district receiving funds

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act for

fornul a-funded categorical prograns and al |l ocated as provided

by the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation

Al |l ocati on Conference pursuant to s. 236.078 may, if

aut hori zed by the Conmi ssioner of Education, treat those funds

as a lunp-sumallocation to be spent for the purposes for

which allocated in any nanner determ ned by the school board

or for any other purposes as determ ned by the school board.

The discretionary spending authority granted by this section

does not apply to funds allocated to a categorical program as
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a necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds for that

program
(2) The Commi ssioner of Education shall grant the

di scretionary spending authority under this section for a

period of one fiscal year to any school district that subnits

a request for such spending authority to the conmi ssioner

prior to the convening of the initial allocation conference

under s. 236.078, provided that at | east one of the foll ow ng

eligibility requirenments is net:

(a) The school district has earned a district

perfornance grade of "A" or "B" as deternined pursuant to s.
229.57(16).
(b) The school district has no school within the

district with a school performance grade bel ow t he grade of

"B" as determined pursuant to s. 229.57(8).

(c) The school district has been granted deregul at ed

status pursuant to s. 228. 0565.
(d) The school district has submitted, with the
request for discretionary spending authority, a plan that

establ i shes i nprovenent goals for | ow performng schools

within the district. The plan nmust include:

1. The nunber and type of schools within the district.

2. The performance grades for each school within the

district.
3. The nunber of schools within the district with a

perfornmance grade of "D' or "F" that the district intends to

i nprove at |least one letter grade during the year in which

di scretionary spending authority is granted.

(3) Inreporting its expenditures under s. 237.34, a

school district granted discretionary spending authority under

this section shall report on a school -by-school and a
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1| district-aggregate basis how all funds, including federa
2| funds, allocated to the district for fornul a-funded
3 | categorical prograns were expended.
4 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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