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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 343
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Insurance offered the foll ow ng:

Substitute Amendment for Amendment (303607) (with title
amendment)
Renove fromthe bill: Everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert in lieu thereof:

Section 1. Subparagraph 5. of paragraph (h) of
subsection (3) of section 110.123, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

110. 123 State group insurance program --

(3) STATE GROUP | NSURANCE PROGRAM - -

(h)

5. Al enrollees in the state group health insurance
pl an or any health mai ntenance organi zation plan shall have
the option of changing to any other health plan which is
offered by the state within any open enrol |l nent period
desi gnated by the departnent. Open enrollnent shall be held at
| east once each calendar year. |n addition to any other

events triggering a special enrollnent period, ternination of

the contract of the primary care physician of an enrollee or
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an enroll ee's dependents by an insurer or health nai ntenance

organi zation shall trigger a special enrollnent period for the

enrol | ee.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
627.6425, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

627.6425 Renewability of individual coverage.--

(2) An insurer may nonrenew or discontinue health
i nsurance coverage of an individual in the individual narket
based only on one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) The individual has failed to pay prem uns, e+
contributions or required copaynents in accordance with the

terns of the health insurance coverage or the insurer has not
received tinely prem um paynents.

Section 3. Subsection (5) is added to section
627.65615, Florida Statutes, to read:

627.65615 Special enroll nment periods.--

(5)(a) An insurer issuing a group health insurance

policy to an enployer offering nore than one group health plan

to its enployees shall pernmt an enployee to enroll for

coverage if the enpl oyee or dependent is covered under a

di fferent health mai ntenance organi zati on contract or

i nsurance policy offered by that sane enployer, and the

heal t h mai ntenance organi zation or insurer issuing the

different contract or policy termnates the contract of the

enpl oyee' s or dependent's prinmary care physician. The enpl oyee

or dependent of the enployee nust be eligible for coverage

under the terns of the policy.

(b) The enrollnent period under this subsection nust

be a period of not |ess than 30 days and shall begin on the

| ater of:
1. The date the enployee is notified by the insurer or
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heal t h mai nt enance organi zation term nating the contract of

the primary care physician, or is otherwise inforned, that the

primary care physician's contract has been term nated; or

2. The final day the health nmi ntenance organi zation

and the primary care physician nust continue to provide

coverage and care to the enpl oyee or dependent pursuant to s.
641.51(8).
(c) Coverage shall becone effective no later than the

first day of the first month following the date the

conpl eted request for enrollnment is received by the insurer

(d) An insurer issuing a group health insurance policy

to an enpl oyer offering nore than one group health plan to its

enpl oyees shall provide witten notice to each covered

enpl oyee whose prinary care physician's contract is

terminated. Notice shall be postmarked or delivered no | ater

than ten days after the date the contract is termnated. |If

the insurer fails to provide the notice within the required

timefrane, then the enrollee shall be entitled to a speci al

enrol |l ment period. The insurer shall be deenmed to have

conplied with this subsection if the required notice is

provided to the enpl oyee by the enployer. The insurer is under

no obligation to notify the enployee if the insurance policy

conti nues coverage for that enpl oyee for care provided by the

primary care physician until the next open enroll nment period

and a directory of all primary care physicians is provided to

the enpl oyee at that tine.

Section 4. Subsection (5) is added to section
641. 31072, Florida Statutes, to read

641. 31072 Special enroll nment periods.--

(5)(a) A health nmmintenance organi zation issuing a

group health contract to an enpl oyer offering nore than one
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group health plan to its enpl oyees shall permt an enpl oyee to

enroll for coverage if the enpl oyee or dependent is covered

under a different health nmintenance organi zati on contract or

i nsurance policy offered by that sane enployer, and the health

nmai nt enance organi zati on or insurer issuing the different

contract or policy terminates the contract of the enpl oyee's

or dependent's prinary care physician. The enpl oyee or

dependent of the enpl oyee nust be eligible for coverage under

the terns of the contract.

(b) The enrollnent period under this subsection nust

be a period of not |ess than 30 days and shall begin on the

| ater of:
1. The date the enployee is notified by the insurer or

heal t h mai nt enance organi zation term nating the contract of

the primary care physician, or is otherwise inforned, that the

primary care physician's contract has been term nated; or

2. The final day the health nmi ntenance organi zation

and the primary care physician nust provide coverage and care

to the enpl oyee or dependent pursuant to s. 641.51(8).

(c) Coverage shall becone effective no later than the

first day of the first nonth following the date the conpl eted

request for enrollnent is received by the health mai ntenance

organi zati on.

(d) A health maintenance organi zation i ssuing a group

health contract to an enpl oyer offering nore than one group

health plan to its enpl oyees shall provide witten notice to

each covered enpl oyee whose prinmary care physician's contract

is terninated. Notice shall be postnarked or delivered no

|ater than ten days after the date the contract is terni nated

If the insurer fails to provide the notice within the required

timefrane, then the enpl oyee shall be entitled to a special
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enrol |l rent period. The heal th nmmi nt enance organi zati on shal

be deened to have conplied with this subsection if the

required notice is provided to the enpl oyee by the enpl oyer.

The heal th nmai nt enance organi zation is under no obligation to

notify the enployee if the health mai ntenance organi zati on

contract continues coverage for that enployee for care

provided by the prinmary care physician until the next open

enrol Il ment period and a directory of all primary care

physicians is provided to the enpl oyee at that tine.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002,
and shall apply to insurance and nmanaged care contracts

i ssued, renewed or anended on or after Cctober 1, 2002.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1,
renove fromthe title of the bill: The entire title

and insert in lieu thereof:
An act relating to health care coverage;
anending s. 110.123, F.S., relating to the
State Group Insurance Program providing for a
speci al enrollnment period under specified
ci rcunstances; anending s. 627.6425, F.S.
relating to renewability of individua
coverage; providing for circunstances relating
to nonrenewal or discontinuance of coverage;
anendi ng ss. 627.65615 and 641. 31072, F.S.
providing for special enrollnent periods for
enpl oyees under specified circunstances
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relating to ternmination of contracts between an
i nsurer or health mai ntenance organi zati on and
an enpl oyee's or dependent's primry care

physi cian; providing an effective date.
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