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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 574

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources; and Senator Brown-VWite

312-2086-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to establishing mninmmflows
and | evels for springs; anending s. 373.042,
F.S.; providing a schedule for conpleting
establi shnent of m nimum fl ows and | evel s;
provi di ng an exception; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 373.042, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

373.042 Mninmum flows and |evels.--

(2) By July 1, 1996, the Sout hwest Florida Water
Managenent District shall anend and subnmit to the departnment
for review and approval its priority list for the
establ i shnent of mininmumflows and | evels and delineating the
order in which the governing board shall establish the m ni mum
flows and levels for surface watercourses, aquifers, and
surface water in the counties of Hillsborough, Pasco, and
Pi nel | as. By Novenber 15, 1997, and annually thereafter, each
wat er managenent district shall submt to the departnent for
review and approval a priority list and schedule for the
establ i shrent of mininmumflows and | evels for surface
wat ercour ses, aquifers, and surface waters within the
district. The priority list shall also identify those water
bodi es for which the district will voluntarily undertake
i ndependent scientific peer review. By January 1, 1998, and
annual |y thereafter, each water nmanagenent district shal
publish its approved priority list and schedule in the Florida
Adm ni strative Wekly. The priority list shall be based upon
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the i nportance of the waters to the state or region and the
exi stence of or potential for significant harmto the water
resources or ecology of the state or region, and shall include

those waters which are experiencing or nmay reasonably be
expected to experience adverse inpacts. By January 1, 2003,

each water managenent district's priority list and schedul e

shall include all first nagnitude springs, and all second

nmagni tude springs within state or federally owned | ands

purchased for conservati on purposes. The specific schedul e

for establishnent of spring nininumflows and | evels shall be

commensurate with the existing or potential threat to spring

flow from consunptive uses. Springs within the Suwannee River

Wat er Managenent District, or second magnitude springs in

other areas of the state, need not be included on the priority

list if the water managenent district subnits a report to the

Departnent of Environnental Protection denonstrating that

adverse inpacts are not now occurring nor are reasonably

expected to occur fromconsunptive uses during the next 20

years. The priority list and schedul e shall not be subject to
any proceedi ng pursuant to chapter 120. Except as provided in
subsection (3), the developnent of a priority list and
conpliance with the schedule for the establishnment of mininmum
flows and levels pursuant to this subsection shall satisfy the
requi rements of subsection (1).

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 574

3

4 | The comm ttee substitute anends s. 373.042, F.S. relating to
mnimum fl ows and |evels instead of anending s. 373.223, F.S.

5|relating to conditions for a consunptive usé pernit.

6 | By January 1, 2003, each water managenent district's Priority
I'ist and schedule for establishing mnimmflows and levels

7| shall include all first nagnitude sprlnPs, and all second
magni tude springs with state or federal 'y owned | ands

8 urchased for conservation purposes. Springs within the

uwannee. Ri ver Water Managenment District, or second magnitude

9| springs in other areas of "the state, need not be included on
t he prIOFItK list if the water managenent district submits a

10 | report to the Departnent of Environhental Protection .
denDnstratlnP that adverse inpacts are not nOMLOCCUFFIng nor

11 | are reasonabl'y expected to occur from consunptive uses during
the next 20 years.
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