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1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to state |and acquisition
3 prograns; anending s. 201.15, F.S.; revising a
4 limtation on the deposit of certain funds into
5 the Land Acquisition Trust Fund; restricting
6 authority for transfer of funds to the Save Cur
7 Ever gl ades Trust Fund; anending s. 215.618
8 F.S.; providing for funding of debt service on
9 Fl ori da Forever bonds; prohibiting transfer of
10 bond proceeds deposited in the Florida Forever
11 Trust Fund; anending s. 259.101, F.S.
12 providing for replacenent of funds transferred
13 fromthe Florida Preservati on 2000 Trust Fund;
14 restricting further transfer of such trust
15 funds; revising authority and procedures for
16 certain transfer of funds; providing
17 | egi slative recognition of the benefits of the
18 Fl orida Preservation 2000 program providing
19 for funding to restore to the programcertain
20 funds transferred to the Save Qur Evergl ades
21 Trust Fund; anending s. 259.105, F.S.
22 restricting future transfer of funds deposited
23 pursuant to the Florida Forever Act; anending
24 s. 259.1051, F.S.; restricting transfer of
25 funds deposited in the Florida Forever Trust
26 Fund; anmending s. 373.470, F.S.; restricting
27 transfer of funds fromthe Florida Forever
28 Trust Fund or the Florida Preservation 2000
29 Trust Fund to the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust
30 Fund; anmending s. 375.045, F.S.; restricting
31 transfer of funds deposited in the Florida
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Preservati on 2000 Trust Fund; providing
appropriations; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
201.15, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.--Al taxes
col l ected under this chapter shall be distributed as foll ows
and shall be subject to the service charge inposed in s.
215.20(1), except that such service charge shall not be |evied
agai nst any portion of taxes pledged to debt service on bonds
to the extent that the anobunt of the service charge is
required to pay any anmounts relating to the bonds:

(1) Sixty-two and sixty-three hundredths percent of
the remai ning taxes coll ected under this chapter shall be used
for the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) Anounts as shall be necessary to pay the debt
service on, or fund debt service reserve funds, rebate
obligations, or other anobunts payable with respect to
Preservati on 2000 bonds issued pursuant to s. 375.051 and
Fl ori da Forever bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618, shall be
paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the Land
Acqui sition Trust Fund to be used for such purposes. The
anount transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for such

pur poses shall not exceed $300 million in fiscal year
1999- 2000 and thereafter for Preservati on 2000 bonds and bonds
i ssued to refund Preservati on 2000 bonds, and $300 million in

fiscal year 2000-2001 and thereafter for Florida Forever

bonds, except that an anmpbunt not to exceed $375 nillion shal
be issued in fiscal year 2002-2003, of which $75 nillion shal
2
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be deposited into the Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund to

restore funds transferred fromthat fund to the Save CQur

Evergl ades Trust Fund in fiscal year 2001-2002. The annua

anmount transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for
Fl ori da Forever bonds shall not exceed $30 million in the
first fiscal year in which bonds are issued. The limtation on
the anount transferred shall be increased by an additional $30
mllion in each subsequent fiscal year, but shall not exceed a
total of $300 million in any fiscal year for all bonds issued,
except for fiscal year 2002-2003. It is the intent of the

Legislature that all bonds issued to fund the Florida Forever
Act be retired by Decenber 31, 2030. Except for bonds issued
to refund previously issued bonds, no series of bonds may be
i ssued pursuant to this paragraph unless such bonds are
approved and the debt service for the remainder of the fisca
year in which the bonds are issued is specifically
appropriated in the General Appropriations Act. For purposes
of refundi ng Preservati on 2000 bonds, anounts desi gnhat ed
within this section for Preservation 2000 and Fl ori da Forever
bonds nay be transferred between the two programs to the
extent provided for in the docunents authorizing the issuance
of the bonds. The Preservation 2000 bonds and Fl orida Forever
bonds shall be equally and ratably secured by noneys
distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to
this section, except to the extent specifically provided

ot herwi se by the docunents authorizing the issuance of the
bonds. No nobneys transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund pursuant to this paragraph, or earnings thereon, shall be
used or nade available to pay debt service on the Save CQur
Coast revenue bonds or transferred to the Save Qur Evergl ades
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1| Trust Fund except as specifically authorized in s.

2| 259.105(11) (a).

3 Section 2. Subsections (4) and (5) of section 215. 618,
4| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

5 215.618 Bonds for acquisition and inprovenment of |and,
6 | water areas, and related property interests and resources. --

7 (4) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal

8 | request the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of

9| Adninistration to issue the Florida Forever bonds authorized
10| by this section. The Division of Bond Finance shall issue such
11 | bonds pursuant to the State Bond Act. An appropriation of $5
12 | nillion shall be provided in the 2002-2003 Cenera

13 | Appropriations Act for debt service requirenents for the third
14 | series of Florida Forever bonds.

15 (5) The proceeds fromthe sale of bonds issued

16 | pursuant to this section, |less the costs of issuance, the

17 | costs of funding reserve accounts, and other costs with

18 | respect to the bonds, shall be deposited into the Florida

19 | Forever Trust Fund. Such proceeds deposited into the Florida
20 | Forever Trust Fund shall not be transferred, redistributed, or
21 | otherwi se dininished in any fiscal year.The bond proceeds

22 | deposited into the Florida Forever Trust Fund shall be

23 | distributed by the Departnent of Environnental Protection as
24 | provided in s. 259.105.

25 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 259.101, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended, subsection (3) of that section, as

27 | anended by section 37 of chapter 2001-254, Laws of Florida, is
28 | anended, and paragraph (g) is added to subsection (4) of that
29 | section, to read:

30 259.101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.--

31
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1 (2) LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. --The Legislature finds and
2 | declares that:

3 (a) The alteration and devel opnent of Florida's

4 | natural areas to accommpdate its rapidly grow ng popul ation

5| have contributed to the degradati on of water resources, the

6 | fragnentation and destruction of wildlife habitats, the |oss
7 | of recreation space, and the di m ni shrent of wetl ands and

8| forests.

9 (b) I nminent devel opnent of Florida's remaining

10 | natural areas and continuing increases in |and val ues

11 | necessitate an aggressive programof public | and acquisition
12 | during the next decade to preserve the quality of life that
13 | attracts so nmany people to Florida.

14 (c) Acquisition of public lands, in fee sinple or in
15| any |l esser interest, should be based on a conprehensive

16 | assessnent of Florida's natural resources and planned so as to
17 | protect the integrity of ecol ogical systens and to provide

18 | nultiple benefits, including preservation of fish and wildlife
19 | habitat, recreation space, and water recharge areas.
20 | Governnental agenci es responsible for public |and acquisition
21 | shoul d work together to purchase lands jointly and to
22 | coordi nate individual purchases within ecol ogical systens.
23 (d) ©One of the purposes of the Florida Communities
24 | Trust programis to acquire, protect, and preserve open space
25| and recreation properties within urban areas where pristine
26 | animal and plant communities no |onger exist. These areas are
27 | often overl ooked in other prograns because of their snaller
28 | size and proxinity to devel oped property. These snaller
29 | parcels are, however, critically inportant to the quality of
30| life in these urban areas for the residents who live there as
31| well as to the many visitors to the state. The trust shal
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consi der projects subnmtted by | ocal governnents which further
the goal s, objectives, and policies of the conservation
recreati on and open space, or coastal elenents of their |oca
conpr ehensi ve plans or which serve to conserve natura
resources or resolve land use conflicts.

(e) South Florida's water supply and uni que natura
envi ronnent depend on the protection of |lands buffering the
East Evergl ades and the Evergl ades water conservation areas.

In addition, the Legislature recognizes the conflicting
desires of the citizens of this state to prosper through
econom ¢ devel opnent and to preserve the natural areas of
Florida that devel opnent threatens to claim The Legislature
further recogni zes the urgency of acquiring natural areas in
the state for preservation, yet acknow edges the difficulty of
ensuring adequate funding for accelerated acquisition in |ight
of other equally critical financial needs of the state. It is
the Legislature's desire and intent to fund the inplenentation
of the Florida Preservation 2000 Act for each of the 10 years
of the programs duration and to do so in a fiscally
responsi bl e manner. The value and tineliness of |and

acqui sitions achi eved t hroughout the Florida Preservati on 2000

program have nade significant contributions to the state's

econony, natural resource protection, and natural |egacy, and

to the quality of life of Florida's citizens, that cannot be

overstated. Therefore, the Legislature shall replace the $75

mllion that was transferred fromthe Florida Preservation

2000 Trust Fund in fiscal year 2001-2002 by appropriating an

additional $75 mllion to the Florida Preservati on 2000 Trust

Fund in fiscal year 2002-2003, to be allocated pursuant to the

provisions of this act and payable from additi onal bonds
6
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i ssued pursuant to s. 201.15(1)(a). No other transfers,

redi stribution, or dimnishnment of funds intended for the

Fl ori da Preservati on 2000 Trust Fund shall be authorized

unless a finding is issued by the Legi sl ative Budgeting

Conmi ssion created pursuant to s. 11.90 authorizi ng such

transfer based on a determnation that the tax-supported debt

wi |l exceed the designhated benchnmark debt ratio necessary to

address a critical state energency.
(3) LAND ACQUI SI TI ON PROGRAMS SUPPLEMENTED. - - Less t he
costs of issuance, the costs of funding reserve accounts, and

other costs with respect to the bonds, the proceeds of bonds
i ssued pursuant to this act shall be deposited into the
Fl orida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund created by s. 375.045. tn

oo | | CL bal , Cvelv_The

remai ni ng proceeds shall be distributed by the Departnment of

Environnmental Protection in the followi ng manner
(a) Fifty percent to the Department of Environnental
Protection for the purchase of public |ands as described in s.
259.032. O this 50 percent, at least one-fifth shall be used
for the acquisition of coastal |ands.
7
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(b) Thirty percent to the Departnent of Environnental
Protection for the purchase of water managenent | ands pursuant
tos. 373.59, to be distributed anong the water nmanagenent
districts as provided in that section. Funds received by each
district may also be used for acquisition of |ands necessary
to inplenment surface water inprovenent and nmanagenent pl ans
approved in accordance with s. 373.456 or for acquisition of
| ands necessary to inplenent the Evergl ades Construction
Proj ect authorized by s. 373.4592.

(c) Ten percent to the Departnent of Community Affairs
to provide | and acquisition grants and | oans to | oca
governnments through the Florida Communities Trust pursuant to
part Il of chapter 380. Fromfunds allocated to the trust,
$3 million annually shall be used by the Division of State
Lands within the Departnent of Environnmental Protection to
i npl erent the Green Swanp Land Protection Initiative
specifically for the purchase of conservation easenents, as
defined in s. 380.0677(4), of |lands, or severable interests or
rights in lands, in the Geen Swanp Area of Critical State
Concern. Fromfunds allocated to the trust, $3 mllion
annual |y shall be used by the Mnroe County Conprehensive Pl an
Land Authority specifically for the purchase of any rea
property interest in either those |ands subject to the Rate of
Growt h Ordi nances adopted by | ocal governnents in Monroe
County or those lands within the boundary of an approved
Conservation and Recreation Lands project |located within the
Florida Keys or Key West Areas of Critical State Concern;
however, title to lands acquired within the boundary of an
approved Conservation and Recreation Lands project may, in
accordance with an approved joint acquisition agreenent, vest
in the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust

8
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Fund. O the remaining funds allocated to the trust after the
above transfers occur, one-half shall be matched by | oca
governnments on a dollar-for-dollar basis. To the extent
al l oned by federal requirenents for the use of bond proceeds,
the trust shall expend Preservation 2000 funds to carry out
t he purposes of part |1l of chapter 380.

(d) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection for the purchase of inholdings and
additions to state parks. For the purposes of this paragraph
"state park" means all real property in the state under the
jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks of the
departnent, or which may cone under its jurisdiction

(e) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Division of
Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services to fund the acquisition of state forest inholdings
and additions pursuant to s. 589.07.

(f) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Fish and
Wl dlife Conservation Commission to fund the acquisition of
i nhol di ngs and additions to | ands nmanaged by the comn ssion
which are inportant to the conservation of fish and wildlife.

(g) ©One and three-tenths percent to the Departnment of
Envi ronnmental Protection for the Florida Geenways and Trails
Program to acquire greenways and trails or greenways and
trails systens pursuant to chapter 260, including, but not
limted to, abandoned railroad rights-of-way and the Florida
National Scenic Trail.

Local governnents may use federal grants or |oans, private

donations, or environmental mtigation funds, including

environnental nitigation funds required pursuant to s.

338. 250, for any part or all of any local match required for
9
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t he purposes described in this subsection. Bond proceeds
al | ocated pursuant to paragraph (c) may be used to purchase
| ands on the priority lists devel oped pursuant to s. 259.035.
Title to | ands purchased pursuant to paragraphs (a), (d), (e),
(f), and (g) shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Inprovenment Trust Fund. Title to | ands purchased
pursuant to paragraph (c) may be vested in the Board of
Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund. The board of
trustees shall hold title to land protection agreenents and
conservation easenents that were or will be acquired pursuant
to s. 380.0677, and the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent
District and the St. Johns River Water Managenent District
shal |l nonitor such agreenents and easenents within their
respective districts until the state assunes this
responsibility.

(4) PRQIECT CRITERIA. --

(g) Pursuant to chapter 2001-275, Laws of Florida, the
Legi sl ature recogni zed that the Florida Preservati on 2000

program has provided incal cul abl e benefits to the citizens of

Florida by funding the acquisition and protection of nore than

1 mllion acres of land for conservation and recreation

pur poses. The Preservati on 2000 program has hel ped ensure

present and future generations access to i nportant open spaces

and conservation and recreation | ands. Therefore, the

Legi sl ature shall appropriate $75 million in the 2002-2003

Ceneral Appropriations Act to the Florida Preservation 2000

Trust Fund to restore that ampunt which was transferred to the

Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund by the 2001 Legislature due to

budgeti ng constraints.

Section 4. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
259.105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
10
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259.105 The Florida Forever Act.--

(2)

(g) As it has with previous |and acquisition prograns,
the Legi sl ature recogni zes the desires of the citizens of this
state to prosper through econom c devel opnent and to preserve
the natural areas and recreational open space of Florida. The
Legi sl ature further recogni zes the urgency of restoring the
natural functions of public |lands or water bodies before they
are degraded to a point where recovery nay never occur, yet
acknowl edges the difficulty of ensuring adequate funding for
restoration efforts in light of other equally critica
financial needs of the state. It is the Legislature's desire
and intent to fund the inplenentation of this section and to
do so in a fiscally responsible manner, by issuing bonds to be
repaid with docunentary stanp tax revenue. No act of the

Legi sl ature shall have the effect of transferring,

redi stributing, or otherw se dinnishing funds deposited

pursuant to this act.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 259.1051, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259.1051 Florida Forever Trust Fund.--

(1) There is created the Florida Forever Trust Fund to
carry out the purposes of ss. 259.032, 259.105, and 375.031
The Florida Forever Trust Fund shall be held and admi ni stered

by the Departnent of Environnmental Protection. Proceeds from
the sal e of bonds, except proceeds of refunding bonds, issued
under s. 215.618 and payable from noneys transferred to the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund under s. 201.15(1)(a), not to
exceed $3 billion, nust be deposited into this trust fund to
be distributed and used as provided in s. 259.105(3). No act
of the Legislature shall have the effect of transferring,
11
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1| redistributing, or otherw se dimnishing funds deposited into
2| this trust fund, except as specifically authorized by this

3 | section. The bond resol uti on adopted by the governi ng board of
4 | the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of

5| Admi nistration nay provide for additional provisions that

6 | govern the di sbursenent of the bond proceeds.

7 Section 6. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section
8| 373.470, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

9 373.470 Evergl ades restoration.--

10 (4) SAVE OUR EVERGLADES TRUST FUND; FUNDS AUTHORI ZED
11| FOR DEPCSIT. --The followi ng funds may be deposited into the
12 | Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fund created by s. 373.472 to

13 | finance i nplenentati on of the conprehensive plan

14 (d) Any additional funds appropriated by the

15| Legislature for the purpose of inplenenting the conprehensive
16 | pl an, except for any funds transferred fromthe Florida

17 | Forever Trust Fund created by s. 259.1051 or the Florida

18 | Preservation 2000 Trust Fund created by s. 375.045.

19 Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 375.045, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:

21 375.045 Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund.--

22 (1) There is created the Florida Preservation 2000

23| Trust Fund to carry out the purposes of ss. 259.032, 259.101
24 | and 375.031. The Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be
25| hel d and admi nistered by the Departnent of Environnental

26 | Protection. Proceeds fromthe sale of revenue bonds issued

27 | pursuant to s. 375.051 and payable from noneys transferred to
28 | the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15(1)(a),
29 | not to exceed $3 billion, shall be deposited into this trust
30| fund to be distributed as provided in s. 259.101(3). No act of
31| the Legislature shall have the effect of transferring,

12
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redistributing, or otherw se dinnishing funds deposited into

this trust fund, except as specifically authorized by this

section. The bond resol uti on adopted by the governing board of

the Division of Bond Finance may provide for additiona

provi sions that govern the di sbursenent of the bond proceeds.
Section 8. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund the

sumof $75 million to restore funds transferred by the

Legislature fromthe trust fund to the Save Qur Evergl ades
Trust Fund in fiscal year 2001-2002.
Section 9. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Florida Forever Trust Fund the sum of $5

mllion to provide debt service on the third series of Florida

Forever bonds.
Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Revises a limtation on the deposit of certain funds into
t he Land Acqursrt on Trust Fund. Restricts authorrtE for
transfer of funds to the Save Qur Evergl ades Trust Fun
Provides |l egislative recognition of the benefits of the
Fl orida PreServation 2000 program Provides for
restoration of funds transterred fromthe Florida
Preservation 2000 Trust Fund to the Save Qur Evergl ades
Trust Fund in fiscal year 2001-2002. Restricts further
transfer redistribution, or dim ni shment of Florida
Preservation 2000 funds.  Provides for funding of certain
debt service on Florida Forever bonds. Restricts future
transfer, redistribution, or dimnishment of Florida
Forever Act funds and funds deposited into the Florida

Forever Trust Fund. Provrdes appropriations.
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