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By Representative Roneo

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Hillsborough County;

3 providing for the relief of James T. Edwards;

4 providing for an appropriation to conpensate

5 himfor injuries caused by the negligence of

6 Hi | | sborough County; providing an effective

7 dat e.

8

9 WHEREAS, on May 31, 1997, Janes T. Edwards was at a

10| party with friends, during which tine he fell and injured his
11 | head several tines while drinking vodka, and

12 WHEREAS, Janes T. Edwards' friends placed himin the
13 | bathtub to help himregain his sobriety and call ed

14 | Hi Il sborough County Energency Medi cal Services, and

15 WHEREAS, an operator received the call and, after

16 | hearing that Janmes T. Edwards had been placed in the bathtub
17 | instructed the caller to renove Janes T. Edwards fromthe tub
18 | and place himon a chair, during which tinme Janes T. Edwards
19 | was noving his arns and | egs, and
20 WHEREAS, upon arriving at the scene, Hillsborough
21| County Energency Medi cal Services personnel acted contrary to
22 | protocol by failing to place Janes T. Edwards, who was in an
23| altered state of consci ousness, on a backboard to i nmobilize
24 | his spine, and
25 WHEREAS, Hi || sborough County Energency Medical Services
26 | personnel lifted Janmes T. Edwards under his arns and by his
27 | feet so that his body dropped in a U shaped position and threw
28| himonto a stretcher, rolled himto the anbul ance, and threw
29 | himcarelessly into the anbul ance, and
30 WHEREAS, at no tine at the scene did Hillsborough
31| County Energency Medi cal Services personnel note any paral ysis
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or priapism but rather noted that Janes T. Edwards'
extremties were within normal limts, and

WHEREAS, contrary to protocol, Janes T. Edwards was
taken to Brandon Hospital rather than to a traunma center, and

WHEREAS, at the energency room Janes T. Edwards was
found to have a priapismand to have suffered a subl uxation of
his spine at C6-7 with a conplete spinal cord | esion at that
| evel, resulting in quadriplegia, and

WHEREAS, the two Hillsborough County Energency Medica
Servi ces personnel have adnmitted in depositions that, given
his condition, Janmes T. Edwards' spine should have been
i mobi lized, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Henry E. Snpak, an expert in such
ener gency procedures, has concl uded that under the given
conditions there was a departure in the standard of care on
behal f of Hillsborough County Energency Medical Services, and

WHEREAS, as a result of the negligence of the
Hi | | sbor ough County Energency Medical Services, Janes T.
Edwards suffers froman inability to wal k, bowel and bl adder
i ncontinence, inpotence, |ower back pain, a decubitus ulcer on
the left buttock, a conprom sed functioning in both hands, and
pi nhol es on the side of his tracheotony, and

VWHEREAS, a |lawsuit was filed and this case was
submitted to an arbitrator to assess the anmobunt of danages,
whi ch anmount has not been finalized, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble of this

act are found and declared to be true.
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Section 2. The Board of County Commi ssioners of

Hi | | sborough County is authorized and directed to appropriate

fromfunds of the county not otherw se appropriated and to

draw a warrant in the sumof $8 mllion, which anpbunt includes

statutory attorney's fees and costs, payable to Janes T.

Edwards to conpensate himfor injuries and damages sustai ned

as a result of the negligence of Energency Medical Services

personnel of Hillsborough County.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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