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By Representative Atwater

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to non-ad val orem assessnents;

3 anending s. 197.3632, F.S., relating to the

4 uni form nethod for the levy, collection, and

5 enforcenent of non-ad val orem assessnents;

6 defining "levied for the first tinme"; revising

7 the circunstances under which a | oca

8 governnment nust adopt a non-ad val orem

9 assessnent roll at a public hearing; revising

10 requirenents relating to the notice required

11 prior to such a hearing; amending s. 191.011

12 F.S., relating to adoption of a non-ad val orem

13 assessnent roll by an independent special fire

14 control district, and s. 192.0105, F.S.

15 relating to taxpayer rights, to conform

16 providing an effective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19

20 Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4)
21| and subsection (6) of section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, are
22 | anended to read:

23 197. 3632 Uniformnethod for the levy, collection, and
24 | enforcenment of non-ad val orem assessnents. - -

25 (4)(a) A local governnment shall adopt a non-ad val orem
26 | assessnent roll at a public hearing held between June 1 and
27 | Septenber 15 if:

28 1. The non-ad val orem assessnment is levied for the
29 | first tinme. As used in this subparagraph, "levied for the
30| first tinme" neans inposed for the first tinme by county or
31
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1| rmunicipal ordinance or special district resolution, but the

2| termdoes not include a change in the assessnent rate al one;
3 2. The non-ad val orem assessnent is increased beyond
4| the nmaximumrate authorized by |aw or judicial decree at the
5|tinme of initial inposition

6 3. The local governnent's boundari es have changed,

7| unless all newy affected property owners have provi ded

8| witten consent for such assessnent to the | ocal governing

9 | board; or

10 4. There is a substantial change in the purpose for
11 | such assessnent or a material change in the use of the revenue
12 | generated by such assessnent.

13 (b) At least 20 days prior to the public hearing, the
14 | I ocal governnent shall notice the hearing by first-class

15 ] United States mail and by publication in a newspaper generally
16 | circulated within each county contained in the boundaries of
17 | the local governnent. The notice by mail shall be sent to

18 | each person as shown on the current tax roll owning property
19 | subject to the assessnent and shall include the follow ng

20| information: the purpose of the assessnent; the total anpunt
21| to be levied against each parcel during the initial assessnent
22 | year; the unit of measurenment to be applied against each

23 | parcel to determ ne the assessnent; whether the assessnent

24 | will be levied for nore than 1 year; the length of tine for
25| which the assessnment will be | evied; whether the assessnent
26 | may be increased in the future thenunber—ef—such—units

27 . itk I ] I el I

28 | governmrenrt—wiH——cotteet—by—the—assesstent; a statenent that
29 | failure to pay the assessnent will cause a tax certificate to
30 | be issued against the property which nay result in a | oss of
31| title; a statenent that all affected property owners have a
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right to appear at the hearing and to file witten objections
with the | ocal governing board within 20 days of the notice;
and the date, tine, and place of the hearing. However, notice
by mail shall not be required if notice by mail is otherw se
provided pursuant to s. 200.069 or required by general or

special | aw governing a taxing authority and such notice is
served at | east 30 days prior to the authority's public
heari ng on adoption of a new or anended non-ad val orem
assessnent roll. The published notice shall contain at |east
the following informati on: the nane of the | ocal governing
board; a—geegraphic—depiection—of—theproperty—subject—to—the
assesstent—t he proposed schedul e of the assessnent; the fact
that the assessnent will be collected by the tax collector
and a statenent that all affected property owners have the
right to appear at the public hearing and the right to file
written objections within 20 days of the publication of the
noti ce.

(6) |If the non-ad val orem assessnent is to be
collected for a period of nore than 1 year or is to be
anortized over a nunber of years, the |ocal governing board
shall so specify in the initial notice and shall not

thereafter be required to provide or publish the annual notice

that woul d otherw se be required by subsection (4) or annually

adopt the non-ad val orem assessnent roll. However, the | oca
governi ng board shall informthe property appraiser, tax
collector, and departnent by January 10 if it intends to
di scontinue using the uniformnethod of collecting such
assessnent.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 191.011, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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191. 011 Procedures for the levy and collection of
non-ad val orem assessnents. - -

(2) The board nmay determne to exercise any power
aut hori zed by this act and defray the whole or any part of the
expense thereof by non-ad val orem assessnments. A district
shal | adopt a non-ad val orem assessnent roll pursuant to the
procedures contained in this section or ins. 197.3632 if:

(a) The non-ad val orem assessnment is levied for the
first time. As used in this paragraph, "levied for the first

time" nmeans inposed for the first tine by resolution of the

board, but the term does not include a change in the

assessnent rate al one;

(b) The non-ad val orem assessnment is increased beyond
the maxi mumrate authorized by general |aw or special act at
the tinme of initial inposition as defined in s. 191.009;

(c) The district's boundaries have changed, unless al
new y affected property owners have provided witten consent
for such assessnent to the board; or

(d) There is a substantial change in the purpose for
such assessnent or a material change in the use of the revenue

generated by such assessnent.

The board shall so declare by resolution stating the nature of
t he proposed service, the location of any capital facilities,
personnel, and equi pnent needed to provide the service, and
any ot her projected expense of providing the service or
i mprovenent, and the part or portion of the expense thereof to
be paid by non-ad val orem assessnents, the manner in which the
assessnents shall be made, when the assessnents are to be
pai d, and what part, if any, shall be apportioned to be paid
from ot her revenues or funds of the district. The resolution
4
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1| shall also designate the | ands upon which the non-ad val orem
2 | assessnents shall be levied. Such |lands may be designated by
3| an assessnent plat. The resolution shall also state the total
4| estinmated costs of the service or inprovenent. The estinated
5] cost may include the cost of operations, including personnel
6 | equi pnrent, construction or reconstruction, the cost of al

7| labor and materials, the cost of all |ands, property, rights,
8 | easenents, and franchi ses acquired, financing charges,
9]interest prior to and during construction and for 1 year after
10 | conpl etion of construction, discount on the sale of assessnent
11 | bonds, cost of plans and specifications, surveys of estinates
12 | of costs and of revenues, cost of engineering and | ega

13 | services, and all other expenses necessary or incident to

14 | deternmining the feasibility or practicability of the

15| construction or reconstruction, adm nistrative expense, and
16 | such ot her expense as may be necessary or incident to the

17 | financi ng authorized by this act.

18 Section 3. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
19| 192. 0105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
20 192. 0105 Taxpayer rights.--There is created a Florida
21 | Taxpayer's Bill of Rights for property taxes and assessnents
22| to guarantee that the rights, privacy, and property of the
23 | taxpayers of this state are adequately safeguarded and
24 | protected during tax |levy, assessnent, collection, and
25 | enforcenent processes adm ni stered under the revenue | aws of
26 | this state. The Taxpayer's Bill of Rights conpiles, in one
27 | docunent, brief but conprehensive statenents that summari ze
28 | the rights and obligations of the property appraisers, tax
29 | collectors, clerks of the court, |ocal governing boards, the
30 | Departnent of Revenue, and taxpayers. The rights afforded
31| taxpayers to assure that their privacy and property are
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1| saf eqguarded and protected during tax |levy, assessnent, and
2| collection are available only insofar as they are inpl enent ed
3]in other parts of the Florida Statutes or rules of the
4 | Departnent of Revenue. The rights so guaranteed to state
5| taxpayers in the Florida Statutes and the departnental rules
6 | i ncl ude:
7 (1) THE RIGHT TO KNOW - -
8 (e) The right to be sent notice by first-class mail of
9| a non-ad val orem assessnent hearing at |east 20 days before
10| the hearing with pertinent information, including the total
11 | anount to be | evied against each parcel during the initial
12 | assessnent year. All affected property owners have the right
13| to appear at the hearing and to file witten objections with
14 | the |l ocal governing board (see s. 197.3632(4)(b) and (c) and
15| (10)(b)2.b.).
16 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
17
18 KA KKK AR KRR KA KK AR KR A KKK A KKK A A K KKK KKK
19 HOUSE SUMVARY
20 . o . .

Revi ses provisions relating to the uniformnethod for the
21 | evy, collection, and enforcenent of non-ad val orem .
22| PR3uTTOHBNTS Fol Aling Lo Lhe CrFcunstances uhder whyoh 8

| ocal governnent nust adopt a non-ad val orem assessnent
23 roll af a public hearing and requirenents relating to the
o4 notice required prior to the hearing.
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

6
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




