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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 726

By Senators Latvala and Silver

19- 307- 02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to financial arrangenents
between referring health care providers and
providers of health care services; anending s.
456. 053, F.S., the "Patient Self-Referral Act
of 1992"; redefining the term"referral" by
revising the list of practices that constitute
exceptions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (o) of subsection (3) of section
456. 053, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

456. 053 Financi al arrangenents between referring
health care providers and providers of health care services.--

(3) DEFINTIONS. --For the purpose of this section, the
word, phrase, or term

(o) "Referral" neans any referral of a patient by a
health care provider for health care services, including,
wi thout limtation:

1. The forwarding of a patient by a health care
provider to another health care provider or to an entity which
provides or supplies designated health services or any other
health care item or service; or

2. The request or establishnent of a plan of care by a
heal th care provider, which includes the provision of
desi gnated health services or other health care itemor
servi ce.

3. The follow ng orders, recomrendations, or plans of
care shall not constitute a referral by a health care
provi der:
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a. By a radiologist for diagnostic-inaging services.

b. By a physician specializing in the provision of
radi ati on therapy services for such services.

c. By a nedical oncologist for drugs and solutions to
be prepared and adm nistered intravenously to such
oncol ogist's patient, as well as for the supplies and
equi pnent used in connection therewith to treat such patient
for cancer and the conplications thereof.

d. By a cardiologist for cardiac catheterization
servi ces.

e. By a pathologist for diagnostic clinical |aboratory
tests and pathol ogi cal exam nation services, if furnished by
or under the supervision of such pathol ogist pursuant to a
consul tation requested by another physician

f. By a health care provider who is the sole provider
or nenber of a group practice for designated health services
or other health care itens or services that are prescribed or
provided solely for such referring health care provider's or
group practice's own patients, and that are provided or
perforned by or under the direct supervision of such referring
health care provider or group practice; provided, however,
that effective July 1, 1999, a physician |licensed pursuant to
chapter 458, chapter 459, chapter 460, or chapter 461 nay
refer a patient to a sole provider or group practice for
di agnostic i magi ng services, excluding radiation therapy
services, for which the sole provider or group practice billed
both the technical and the professional fee for or on behalf
of the patient, if the referring physician has no investnent
interest in the practice. The diagnostic inmaging service
referred to a group practice or sole provider nust be a
di agnostic imaging service normally provided within the scope
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of practice to the patients of the group practice or sole
provider. The group practice or sole provider nmay accept no
nore that 15 percent of their patients receiving diagnostic
i magi ng services fromoutside referrals, excluding radiation
t herapy servi ces.

g. By a health care provider for services provided by
an anbul atory surgical center |icensed under chapter 395.

N healtt o : r . Limiead
Lot . I I . r I I I
to—renat—dialysis—

h.+— By a urologist for lithotripsy services.

i.f— By a dentist for dental services performed by an
enpl oyee of or health care provider who is an i ndependent
contractor with the dentist or group practice of which the
dentist is a nenber.

| . k— By a physician for infusion therapy services to a
patient of that physician or a nenber of that physician's
group practice.

k.+— By a nephrologist for renal dialysis services and
suppl i es, except |aboratory services.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revises the |ist of exclusions to the term"referral" as
that termis used in s. 456.053, F.S., the "Patient
Sel f-Referral Act of 1992"
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