Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 771
By Representative Jordan

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to veterans; anending ss.

3 296. 04 and 296.34, F.S.; revising provisions

4 relating to the state appoi ntnent and duties of

5 the veterans' hones' administrators; defining

6 duties of the adnm nistrators; elinmnating a

7 residency requirenent; anending s. 296.11

8 F.S.; elimnating a requirenent that certain

9 i nterest be deposited into the Grants and

10 Donati ons Trust Fund; anending s. 296.12, F. S

11 requiring an accounting of certain funds in the
12 Resi dents' Deposits Trust Fund and elimninating

13 a requirenent that interest accrued in the fund
14 be deposited into the G ants and Donations

15 Trust Fund; anending s. 296.32, F. S

16 aut hori zi ng nore than one veterans' nursing

17 hone; anmending s. 296.33, F.S.; revising

18 definitions; anending s. 296.38, F.S.

19 requiring the accounting of certain funds;
20 elimnating a requirenent that interest accrued
21 be deposited in the Gants and Donations Trust
22 Fund; providing an effective date
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section
27 | 296.04, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
28 296.04 Administrator; duties and qualifications;
29 | responsibilities.--
30 (1) The director shall appoint an adninistrator who
31| shall be responsible for the overall operation serve—as—the
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1 | ehief—exeeutive of the hone and the care of the residents

2 | shatHH—have—the—inmmediate—custody—and—controt—oef—atH——property
3 | used—n—rconnection—wth—the—hore—in—accordance—wth—chapter

4 | 273.

5 (3) The admi ni strator shatH—be—a+estdent—of—the——state
6 | at—the—tire—of—entertng—into—enptoyrent—in—the—position—TFhe
7 | position shall be assigned to the Sel ected Exenpt Service

8 | under part V of chapter 110. The director shall give veterans
9 | afferd—apptecants—veterans—preference in selecting an

10 | adni ni strator, as provi ded appoeitntaent i n accordance—wi-th Ss.
11| 295.07 and 295.085. In addition, the administrator nust have
12 | at least a 4-year degree froman accredited university or

13 | coll ege and 3 years of administrative experience in a health
14 | care facility, or any equival ent conbi nation of experience,
15| training, and education totaling 7 years in work relating to
16 | administration of a health care facility.

17 (4) tay—TFhe—atdmnist+rator—shaH—Forward—to—the

18 | departrent—att—appHcations—approved—by—himor—her—for

19 | enployrent—with—the—hore—

20 tb)y Al enpl oyees who fill authorized and established
21 | positions appropriated for the hone shall be state enpl oyees.
22 | The departnent shall classify such enpl oyees in the manner

23 | prescribed in chapter 110.

24 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 296.11, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:

26 296. 11 Funds of hone and disposition of nobneys.--

27 (2) The hone shall deposit all noneys received

28 | pursuant to s. 296. 15 ant—aH—interest—earned—on—roneys—in—the
29 | Resitdents—bepostts—TFrust—Fund—purstant—to—s—296-—12 into the
30 | Grants and Donations Trust Fund. Mbneys in the Grants and

31| Donations Trust Fund nust be expended for the commobn benefit
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of the residents of the hone such as inproved facilities,
recreational equipnent, and recreational supplies subject to
the requirenents of chapter 216

Section 3. Section 296.12, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

296. 12 Residents' Deposits Trust Fund. --

(1) There is created a Residents' Deposits Trust Fund.
Al'l noneys received by the hone under this section nust be
deposited into the Residents' Deposits Trust Fund, a |oca
fund that is adm nistered by the hone and is not a part of the
State Treasury. The hone's financial nanager shall account for

all noneys deposited and any interest accruing on the trust
fund.

(2) The residents of the honme may voluntarily deposit
with the hone noneys that the hone nust receive and keep
wi thout charge in the Residents' Deposits Trust Fund. Sueh
Moneys wvotuntarity deposited and interest earned wth—thehore

by—a—resident may be withdrawn, in whole or in part, at the
will of the resident. Upon the resident's death, any bal ance

that renmains and is neither disposed of by will nor paid to
his or her heirs at law nust be paid to the state in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 717.

(3) Upon a resident's discharge or voluntary departure
fromthe hone, if such noneys are not denmanded at the tinme of
di scharge or departure, or within a period of 3 years
thereafter, or demanded by the heirs, devisees, or legatees in
case of the resident's decease after his or her discharge or
vol untary departure, the noneys nust be paid to the state as
provided in chapter 717.
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Section 4. Section 296.32, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

296. 32 Purpose.--The purpose of this part is to
provide for the establishnent of basic standards for the
operation of veterans' nursing hones the—Veterans—Nursifg
Herre—of—ori+da for eligible veterans in need of such
servi ces.

Section 5. Section 296.33, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

296.33 Definitions.--As Wienr used in this part, tntess
the—context—ctearty—indiecates—otherwise-the term

(1) "Adninistrator" nmeans the |icensed person who has

been appointed to serve as the chief executive of the hone and
has the general adm nistrative charge of the facility.
(2) "Departnent" neans the Florida Departnent of
Vet erans' Affairs.
(3) "Director" neans the executive director of the
Fl ori da Departnment of Veterans' Affairs.
(4) "Hone" neans a licensed health care facility

operated by the departnent pursuant to part |l of chapter 400.

(5)t4)r "Resident” means any eligible veteran admitted
to the hone.

(6) £5); "Veteran"” nmeans a person as defined in s.
1.01(14).

it L I I I -
of—part—t+t+—of—chapter—460—
4
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Section 6. Section 296.34, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

296.34 Administrator; qualifications, duties, and
responsibilities.--

(1) The director shall appoint an administrator of
each the honme who shall be responsible for the overal
oper ati on the—chief—exeeutive of the hone and the care of the
resi dents.

(2) The position shall be assigned to the Sel ected
Exenpt Service under part V of chapter 110. The director
shal | give veterans preference in selecting an adm ni strator
appointaent as provided in ss. 295.07 and 295. 085 te

. : I - e adrini .

2> The administrator, at the tine of entering

enpl oynent and at all tines while enployed as the
adm ni strator, nust shaH—

ta)—Be—=aresident—of thestate-

tb)y hold a current valid |icense as a nursing hone
admi ni strat or under thR—acecordance—w-th—theprovisions—of part
Il of chapter 468 and—the—+ules—promigated—by—the Board—of
Nut-sing—Hoerre—Adnn-strators.

(3) The—atmnistrator—shatH—have—thei+mmediate—custody
I ot w . e r he

racecordance—wi-th—chapter—273— The adni ni strator shal

determine the eligibility of applicants for admission to the

honme in accordance with provisions of this part and, together
with the director, shall adopt all rules necessary for the
proper adm nistration of the hone, including rules for the
preservation of order and enforcenent of discipline in the
home. All rules governing the hone shall conformas nearly as
possible to the rules and regul ations for conparabl e
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1| facilities of the United States Department of Veterans

2| Affairs.

3 (4) tay—TFhe—atdmnist+rator—shaH—Forward—to—the

4l 4 ¥ . . v ki I F

5 | enptoyrent—wth—thehore—

6 tb)y Al enpl oyees who fill authorized and established

7 | positions appropriated for the hone shall be state enpl oyees.

8 | The departnment shall classify such enpl oyees in the manner

9| prescribed in chapter 110.
10 (5) The administrator shall adninister and enforce al
11 ) rules of the home, including rules of discipline, and shal
12 | have the power to disniss any resident of the hone for any
13| infraction of rules, subject to the approval of the director
14 Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 296.38, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:
16 296. 38 Funds of hone and di sposition of nobneys.--
17 (3)(a) There is hereby created a Residents' Deposits
18 | Trust Fund. Al noneys received by the honme pursuant to this
19 | subsection shall be deposited into the Residents' Deposits
20| Trust Fund, a local fund administered by the hone and which is
21| not a part of the State Treasury. The hone's financial manager
22 | shall account for all npneys deposited and any interest
23 | accruing on the trust fund.
24 (b) The residents of the honme may voluntarily deposit
25 | noneys with the hone, which the honme shall receive and keep
26 | without charge in the Residents' Deposits Trust Fund. Suech
27 | Moneys wotuntarity deposited and interest earned with—the—hone
28 | by—a—+esident nay be withdrawn, in whole or in part, at the
29 | will of the resident. Any bal ance remai ni ng upon the
30| resident's death, undisposed of by will and not paid to his or
31
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her heirs at law, shall be paid to the state in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 717.

(c) Upon a resident's discharge or voluntary departure
fromthe hone, if such noneys are not so demanded at the tine
of discharge or departure, or within a period of 3 years
thereafter, or demanded by the heirs, devisees, or legatees in
case of the resident's decease after his or her discharge or
vol untary departure, the sane shall be paid to the state as
provided in chapter 717.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to state veterans' nursing
hones, Elim nates a residency requirenent for

adm ni strators and revises the duties of the
admnistrator. Elimnates requirenents relating to_the
deposit of interest into the Grants and Donati ons Trust
Fund and requires an accounting of the Residents
Deposits Trust Fund. AuthorizeS additional nursing hones.
See bill for details.
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