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By Representative Grcia

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to recreational shark feeding;

3 creating s. 370.0815, F. S.; providing

4 definitions; prohibiting recreational shark

5 feeding within the salt waters of the state;

6 prohibiting the operation of a vessel for hire

7 for the purpose of transporting passengers to

8 engage in or observe recreational shark

9 feeding; providing a penalty; providing an

10 ef fective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13

14 Section 1. Section 370.0815, Florida Statutes, is
15| created to read:

16 370. 0815 Recreational shark feedi ng unl awf ul

17 | transporting passengers to engage in or observe recreationa
18 | shark feeding unlawful; penalty.--

19 (1) For the purposes of this section, the foll ow ng
20| terns shall have the foll owi nhg neanings:

21 (a) "Chumt neans any formof cut or ground bait,

22 | di scarded fish refuse or scraps, fresh fish, raw fish, fish
23 | product, frozen bait, fish wastes, or unwanted bycatch dunped
24 | or introduced into the water for the purpose of attracting
25| sharks.

26 (b) "Diver" neans any person who is wholly or

27 | partially subnmerged in the water, and is equi pped with a face
28 | mask, face mask and snorkel, or underwater breathing

29 | appar at us.

30 (c) "Recreational shark feeding" nmeans the

31| introduction of any food, chum or other substance or object,
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1| including any sound transmitter, into the water by a person or
2| diver for the purpose of feeding, enticing, or attracting
3 | sharks, except for the purpose of harvesting such narine life
4] as otherwise allowed by rules of the Fish and Wldlife
5| Conservati on Comi ssi on

6 (d) "Shark" neans any of the foll ow ng speci es:
7 1. Large coastal species:

8 a G eat hammer head (Sphyrna nokarran).

9 b Scal | oped hanmrer head (Sphyrna | ewi ni).

10 c Snoot h hamer head (Sphyrna zygaena).

11 d. Wiite shark (Carcharodon carchari as).

12 e Nurse shark (G ngl ynbstonma cirratuny.

13 f Bi gnose shark (Carcharhinus altinus).

14 g Bl ackti p shark (Carcharhinus |inbatus).

15 h Bul | shark (Carcharhinus | eucas).

16 i Cari bbean reef shark (Carcharhi nus perezi).
17 i Dusky shar k (Carcharhi nus obscurus).

18 k Gal apagos shark (Carcharhi nus gal apagensi s).
19 | Lenon shark (Negaprion brevirostris).

20 m Narrowt ooth shark (Carcharhinus brachyurus).
21 n. Night shark (Carcharhi nus signatus).

22 0. Sandbar shark (Carcharhi nus pl unbeus).

23 p. Silky shark (Carcharhinus falcifornis)

24 g. Spinner shark (Carcharhinus brevipinna).

25 r. Tiger shark (Gal eocerdo cuvieri).

26 s. Bigeye sand tiger (Qdontaspi s noronhai).

27 t. Sand tiger shark (Qdontaspis taurus).

28 2. Small coastal species:

29 a. Atlantic angel shark (Squatina dunerili).

30 b. Bonnethead (Sphyrna tiburo).

31
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c. Atlantic sharpnose shark (Rhi zopri onodon

t erraenovae).

d. Bl acknose shark (Carcharhi nus acronotus).

Cari bbean sharpnose shark (Rhi zopri onodon porosus).

Fi net oot h shark (Carcharhi nus i sodon).

Smal | tail shark (Carcharhinus porosus).

Pel agi ¢ speci es:

Bi geye sixgill shark (Hexanchus vitul us).

Sevengi || shark (Heptranchi as perl o).

Si xgi || shark (Hexanchus griseus).

Longfin mako (| surus paucus).

Por beagl e shark (Lanma nasus).

Shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus).

Bl ue shark (Prionace gl auca).

Se e e E R el TP

Cceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus | ongi manus).

Bi geye thresher (Al opias superciliosus).

j. Thresher shark (Al opias vul pi nus).

(e) "Sound transnmitter" neans any object or devi ce,

whet her el ectronic, nechanical, or otherwi se, which emts or

transnits a signal which can be used for the purpose of

attracting or enticing sharks.

(2) No person or diver shall intentionally engage in

the practice of recreational shark feeding within the salt

waters of the state. However, the provisions of this section

shall not apply to Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssi on

personnel or persons |licensed or authorized by the com ssion

(3) No person shall operate any vessel for hire for

t he purpose of transporting passengers or divers to any site

in the salt waters of the state to engage in recreationa

shark feeding or to all ow such passengers to observe

recreational shark feeding.
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(4) Any person who violates this section commits a

m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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