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1 House Joi nt Resol ution

2 A joint resolution proposing the amendnent to

3 Section 3 of Article VIl of the State

4 Constitution to create a joint |egislative

5 committee to conduct a review of all exenptions

6 fromthe tax on sal es, use, and other

7 transactions i nposed by | aw and all excl usions

8 of sales of services fromsuch taxation

9

10| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 That the anendnment of Section 3 of Article VIl of the
13| State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted to the
14 | electors of this state for approval or rejection at the next
15| general election or at an earlier special election

16 | specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:

17 ARTI CLE VI |

18 FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON

19 SECTI ON 3. Taxes; exenptions.--
20 (a) Al property owned by a nunicipality and used
21 | exclusively by it for nmunicipal or public purposes shall be
22 | exenpt fromtaxation. A nmunicipality, owning property outside
23| the municipality, nay be required by general |aw to nmake
24 | paynent to the taxing unit in which the property is |ocated.
25| Such portions of property as are used predoninantly for
26 | educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable
27 | purposes may be exenpted by general |aw fromtaxation
28 (b) There shall be exenpt fromtaxation, cunulatively,
29| to every head of a fanmily residing in this state, household
30 | goods and personal effects to the value fixed by general |aw,
31| not I ess than one thousand dollars, and to every w dow or
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wi dower or person who is blind or totally and permanently
di sabl ed, property to the value fixed by general |aw not |ess
than five hundred doll ars.

(c) Any county or nmunicipality may, for the purpose of
its respective tax |l evy and subject to the provisions of this
subsection and general law, grant comrunity and econonic
devel opnent ad val orem tax exenptions to new busi nesses and
expansi ons of existing businesses, as defined by general |aw.
Such an exenption nmay be granted only by ordi nance of the
county or municipality, and only after the electors of the
county or nmunicipality voting on such question in a referendum
aut hori ze the county or nunicipality to adopt such ordi nances.
An exenption so granted shall apply to inprovenents to rea
property nmade by or for the use of a new business and
i mprovenents to real property related to the expansion of an
exi sting business and shall also apply to tangi bl e persona
property of such new busi ness and tangi bl e personal property
related to the expansi on of an existing business. The anount
or limts of the anbunt of such exenption shall be specified
by general law. The period of tine for which such exenption
may be granted to a new business or expansi on of an existing
busi ness shall be determ ned by general law. The authority to
grant such exenption shall expire ten years fromthe date of
approval by the electors of the county or nmunicipality, and
may be renewabl e by referendum as provi ded by general |aw

(d) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified
therein, there may be granted an ad valoremtax exenption to a
renewabl e energy source device and to real property on which
such device is installed and operated, to the value fixed by
general law not to exceed the original cost of the device, and
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for the period of tine fixed by general |aw not to exceed ten
years.

(e) Any county or nmunicipality may, for the purpose of
its respective tax |l evy and subject to the provisions of this
subsection and general law, grant historic preservation ad
val oremtax exenptions to owners of historic properties. This
exenption may be granted only by ordi nance of the county or
muni cipality. The anount or linmts of the anmpunt of this
exenption and the requirenents for eligible properties nust be
specified by general law. The period of tine for which this
exenption may be granted to a property owner shall be
determ ned by general | aw

(f) Legislative review of the tax on sal es, use, and

ot her transactions.--There is hereby created a joint conmittee

consi sting of six senators appointed by the President of the

Senate and six representatives appointed by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, which commttee shall conduct a

review of all exenptions fromthe tax on sal es, use, and other

transactions i nposed by law and all exclusions of sales of

services fromsuch taxation. The committee shall be governed

by joint rules adopted by the legislature no |later than the

2003 reqgul ar session pursuant to the authority to adopt rul es

under section 4 of Article Ill. Such rules shall establish a

schedul e for review of such exenptions and excl usi ons over a

t hree-year period and shall provide criteria to be considered

by the conmmittee in conducting its review. No later than
March 1 of 2004, 2005, and 2006, the comm ttee shall submt
its findings and reconmendations to the presiding officers of

each house of the legislature. Any decision to deauthorize an

exenpti on or exclusion nust be approved by seven nenbers of

the coomittee and shall be in the formof a resol ution adopted
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1| by the conmittee, which shall be subnitted to the |egislature.
2| The resolution shall set forth the specific changes to the

3| statutes necessary to effectuate the deauthorization, which

4 | resolution shall have the force of |aw and shall becone

5| effective July 1 follow ng the second regul ar sessi on

6 | occurring after subnission to the |legislature, except for

7 | those exenptions or excl usions expressly rescinded by joint

8| resolution of the legislature prior to that date. This

9 | section does not operate to deauthorize any exenption or

10 | excl usi on not expressly deauthorized in such resolution, nor
11| does it prohibit subsequent reenactnent by |aw of any

12 | exenption or exclusion that was deauthorized. The joint

13| conmittee is dissolved July 1, 2006.

14 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
15| placed on the ball ot:

16 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

17 ARTI CLE VI, SECTION 3

18 REVI EW OF EXEMPTI ONS AND EXCLUSI ONS FROM THE TAX ON

19 | SALES, USE, AND OTHER TRANSACTI ONS. - - Proposes to anend the
20| State Constitution to create a joint legislative conmrittee to
21 | conduct a review of exenptions fromthe tax on sales, use, and
22 | other transactions inposed by | aw and excl usi ons of sal es of
23| services fromsuch taxation. Provides for subm ssion of the
24 | committee's findings and recommendations to the presiding

25| officers of the Legislature not later than March 1, 2004,

26 | 2005, and 2006. Requires conmittee decisions to deauthorize
27 | any exenption or exclusion which are approved by a majority of
28 | the committee nenbership to be presented to the Legislature as
29| a resolution, not subject to gubernatorial veto. Authorizes
30| the Legislature to rescind decisions of the committee by joint
31| resolution. Provides that the deauthorization of exenptions
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or exclusions shall take effect on July 1 of the cal endar year
following the second regul ar session follow ng adoption of the
committee's resolution. Retains the Legislature's authority
to adopt or reauthorize exenptions or exclusions fromsuch

t ax.
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