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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 88
By Senator Pruitt

27-122-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to prevention and anelioration
of learning problens and |l earning disabilities
in young children; authorizing a denbnstration
programto be called Learning Gateway; creating
a steering comrmttee; providing for nenbership
and appoi ntnent of steering conmittee nenbers;
establishing duties of the steering comrttee;
aut hori zi ng denonstration projects in specified
counties; authorizing designated agencies to
share confidential information with such
program anending s. 228.093, F.S.; providing
access to student records by such program and
the steering conmittee; providing for funding;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, | earning problens in children enconpass al
areas of devel opnent and nmay affect cognition, conmunication
attention, perception, behavior, and social, enotional
sensory, and notor functioning, and

WHEREAS, | earning problens and |learning disabilities
pl ace children at risk for significant |earning and adaptation
problens in school and, over tine, adversely affect students
school performance as well as their social, physical, and
enotional functioning and quality of life, and

WHEREAS, the effects of learning problens on a child's
school performance, such as grade retention and referrals to
speci al education, may not becone evident until the el enentary
school years, but warning signs or precursors of |earning
problens and learning disabilities are exhibited nmuch earlier
and
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1 WHEREAS, new research identifies factors that predict

2| which children are at risk of early learning problens prior to
3 | school age, including biological, environnental, and

4 | behavi oral risks, and

5 WHEREAS, while no single risk factor can accurately

6 | predict the occurrence of a learning disability, the presence
7] of multiple risks assists in identifying those children who

8 | are nost vul nerabl e, and

9 VWHEREAS, recent advances in brain research show t hat

10| the greatest potential to influence a child's devel oping brain
11 | exists during the early years of |life and that the environnent
12 | scul pts the young child' s brain as neurons form connections

13| and nature in response to stinulation and the environnent, and
14 WHEREAS, strategies to successfully intervene and

15 ] instruct before children experience failure in the early

16 | el ementary grades are being tested within a variety of

17 | denonstration research settings and are di ssem nated but are
18 | not widely inplenented in general practice, and

19 WHEREAS, identification of potential |earning problens
20| is essential to facilitate the provision of services to

21| children during the critical years of devel opnent, but

22 | i nappropriate assessnents of young children can create

23 | inaccurate, stignmatizing |ong-term n sperceptions concerning
24| the child's potential as a conpetent |earner, and

25 WHEREAS, specific prograns exist to provide services to
26 | children having established disabling conditions and

27 | noder at e-t 0-severe devel opnental delays that qualify under

28 | Part C and Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities

29 | Education Act (IDEA) and to their famlies, and

30 WHEREAS, few, if any, prograns exist which specifically
31| target children with early-learning problens and nmld
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o1t
devel opnental del ays, and these children frequently do not
qualify for services or supports provided through federally
funded prograns such as Part C and Part B of the |IDEA and

WHEREAS, providers of education, health services,
nmental health services, and ot her systens of care for children
and their famlies may be unaware of or untrained in current
research on early warning signs and effective instructiona
strategi es and nethods of intervention, and

WHEREAS, parents are usually the best and nost
i mportant source of support for their children, but access to
information and services is often inconsistent and fragmented
across the state, and

WHEREAS, the benefits to be generated by early
identification of and intervention in |earning problens,
| earning disabilities, and nild devel opnental delays are
significant in the lives of children and fanilies, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Learning Gateway. --

(1) PROGRAM GOALS. --The Legislature authorizes a
3-year denonstration program to be called the Learning

Gat eway, the purpose of which is to design and test an

i ntegrated communi ty-based systemto | essen the effects of

early learning problens and |l earning disabilities for children

frombirth through age 9 through prevention, early

identification, early education, and intervention. The goals

of the Learning Gateway are to:

(a) |Inprove community awareness and education of

parents and practitioners about the warning signs or
3
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1| precursors of learning problens and | earning disabilities,

2 | including disorders or del ayed devel opnent in | anguage,

3| attention, behavior, and social -enotional functioning,

4 | including dyslexia and attention deficit hyperactivity

5| disorder, in children frombirth through age 9.

6 (b) Inprove access for children who are experiencing
7] early learning problens and their fanilies to appropriate

8 | prograns, services, and supports through inproved outreach and
9| referral processes anong providers.

10 (c) |Inprove devel opnental nonitoring and the

11 ) availability of appropriate screening resources, with enphasis
12 | on children frombirth through age 9 who are at high risk of
13 | havi ng | earni ng probl ens.

14 (d) Inprove the availability of appropriate education
15| and intervention prograns, services, and supports to address
16 | learning problens and | earning disabilities.

17 (e) Address gaps in the array of services and supports
18 | so that an appropriate child-centered and fanily-centered

19 | conti nuum of education and support is readily available in
20 | each comunity.

21 (f) Inprove accountability of the systemthrough

22 | i nproved planning, integration, and coll aborati on anbng

23 | providers and t hrough outcone neasurenent.

24 (2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -

25 (a) To ensure that children with potential |earning
26 | probl ens and learning disabilities have access to the

27 | appropriate necessary services and supports, a 23-nenber

28 | steering comrittee is created. The steering conmittee is

29 | assigned to the Departnent of Education for administrative
30 | pur poses.

31
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(b) The duties of the Learning Gateway Steering

Conmmittee are to provide policy devel opnent, consultation

oversi ght, and support for the inplenentation of three

denonstration prograns and to advi se the agencies, the

Legi sl ature, and the Governor on statew de inplenentation of

system conponents and i ssues and on strategies for continuing

i mprovenent to the system

(c) The steering conmmittee shall direct the

admi ni stering agency of the Learning Gateway programto

procure the products delineated in section 2 of this act

t hrough contracts or other neans.

(d) The steering commttee nust include

representatives of the disciplines relevant to diagnosis of

and intervention in early | earning problens. The Governor

shal | appoi nt one nenber who has expertise in education, one

nenber who has expertise in speech and | anguage pat hol ogy, one

nenber who has expertise in audiol ogy, one nenber who is a

parent of a child eligible for services by the Learning

Gat eway, and one provider of related diagnostic and

i ntervention services. The President of the Senate shal

appoi nt one nenber who has expertise in psychiatry, one nenber

who has expertise in pediatrics, one nenber who has expertise

i n psychol ogy, one nenber who is a parent of a child eligible

for services by the Learning Gateway, and one nmenber who is a

provider of related diagnostic and intervention services. The

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one

nmenber who has expertise in genetics, one nenber who has

expertise in occupational and physical therapy, one nenber who

has expertise in social work, one parent of a child eligible

for services by the Learning Gateway, and one nmenber who is a

5
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1| school psychol ogi st providing diagnhostic and intervention

2 | services.

3 (e) To support and facilitate systeminprovenents, the
4| steering conmmttee nust also include representatives fromthe
5| Departnent of Education, the Departnment of Health, the Florida
6 | Partnership for School Readi ness, the Departnent of Children
7| and Family Services, the Agency for Health Care

8 | Adm nistration, the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, and the

9 | Departnent of Corrections and the director of the Learning

10 | Devel opnent and Eval uati on Center of Florida Agricultural and
11 | Mechani cal University.

12 (f) Steering committee appoi ntnents nust be nade, and
13| the conmittee nust hold its first neeting, within 45 days

14 | after this act takes effect. The Governor shall designate as
15| chairman one of the comrttee nenbers listed in paragraph (d).
16 (3) LEARNI NG GATEWAY DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECTS. - -

17 (a) Wthin 90 days after its initial neeting, the

18 | Learning Gateway Steering Committee shall accept proposals

19 | frominteragency consortia in Broward, Manatee, and St. Lucie
20 | counties which conprise public and private providers,

21 | community agenci es, business representatives, and the | oca

22 | school board in each county to serve as denonstration sites
23| for design and devel opnent of a systemthat addresses the

24 | requirenents in section 2 of this act. Milticounty

25| col l aboration is encouraged where appropriate.

26 (b) The proposals for denpnstration projects nust

27 | provi de a conprehensive and detail ed description of the system
28 | of care. The description of the proposed system of care nust
29 | clearly indicate the point of access, integration of services,
30| linkages of providers, and additional array of services

31
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required to address the needs of the targeted children and

fam |i es.
(c) The denonstration projects should ensure that the

system of care appropriately includes existing services to the

full est extent possible and shoul d determ ne additiona

prograns, services, and supports that are necessary to

i npl erent the requirenents of this act.

(d) The projects, in conjunction with the steering

commttee, shall deternine what portion of the systemcan be

funded using existing funds, denonstration funds provi ded by

this act, and other available private and community funds.

(e) The denonstration projects shall reconmend to the

steering comrittee the linking or conbining of sone or all of

the | ocal pl anning bodies, including school readi ness

coalitions, Healthy Start coalitions, Part C advisory

councils, Departnent of Children and Fanily Services community

al liances, and other boards or councils that have a prinmary

focus on children frombirth to age 9, to the extent all owed

by federal regulations, if such changes woul d i nprove

coordi nati on and reduce unnecessary duplication of effort.

(f) Denonstration projects shall use public and

private partnerships, partnerships with faith-based

organi zations, and volunteers, as appropriate, to enhance

acconpl i shnment of the goals of the system

(g) Addressing system conponents delineated in section

2 of this act, each denonstration project proposal nust

i ncl ude, at a m ni mum

1. A nethod for establishing comunication

coordi nati on, and planning processes within the community.

2. Action steps for nmaking appropriate |linkages to

existing services within the community.
7
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3. Procedures to deternine gaps in services and

identify appropriate providers.

4, Plans to contract for specialty services as needed.

5. Plans to provide additional direct service, if

necessary, with a limt of self-referrals.

6. A lead agency to serve as the system access point,

or gat eway.
(h) As authorized under the budget authority of the
Departnent of Education, denpnstration projects,

representative of the diversity of the conmunities in this

state, shall be established in Broward, Mnatee, and St. Lucie

counties as local Learning Gateway sites and shall be

authorized to hire staff, establish office space, and contract

with private providers as needed to inplenent the project

wi thin the budget designated by the Legislature.

(i) The steering conmittee nust approve, deny, or

conditionally approve a Learni ng Gateway proposal within 60

days after receipt of the proposal. |If a proposal is

conditionally approved, the steering conmttee nust assist the

Learni ng Gateway applicant to correct deficiencies in the

proposal by Decenber 1, 2002. Funds nust be available to a

pil ot program 15 days after final approval of its proposal by

the steering comittee. Funds nust be available to all pilot

prograns by January 1, 2003.

Section 2. Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --

(1) The Learning Gateway system consists of the

foll owi ng conponents:

(a) Comunity education and fanily-oriented access

strategies.--

1. Each local denonstration project shall establish an

access point to provide the system access point, or gateway,
8
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by which parents can receive infornmation about avail abl e

appropriate services. An existing public or private agency or

provider or new provider nmay serve as the system gateway. The

| ocal Learning Gateway shoul d provide parents and caretakers

with a single point of access for screening, assessnent, and

referral for services for children frombirth through age 9.

The denonstration projects have the budgetary authority to

hire appropriate personnel to performthe required functions.

These staff nenbers nust be know edgeabl e about child

devel opnent, early identification of |earning problens and

learning disabilities, famly service planning, and services

in the local area. |If the follow ng services are not provided

by existing service systens, the gateway provider shall:

a. Conduct intake with fam i es.

b. Conduct appropriate screening or refer for such

servi ces.
c. Conduct needs/strengths-based fanily assessnent.

d. Develop famly resource plans.

e. Make referrals for needed services and assi st

famlies in the application process.

f. Provide service coordination as needed by famli es.

g. Assist families in establishing a nmedical hone.

h. Conduct case nmanagenent and transition planning as

necessary.
i. Monitor performance of service providers agai nst

appropri ate standards.

2. The Learning Gateway Steering Committee and

denonstration projects shall designate a central information

and referral access phone nunber in each pilot comunity. This

centrali zed phone nunber should be used to increase public

awar eness and to i nprove access to |l ocal supports and services
9
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for children frombirth through age 9 and their fanmlies. The

nunber should be highly publicized as the primry source of

i nformati on on services for young children. The tel ephone

staff should be trained and supported to offer accurate and

conplete information and to nake appropriate referrals to

exi sting public and private comunity agenci es.

3. In collaboration with | ocal resources such as

Healthy Start, the denobnstration projects shall devel op

strategies for providing systematic hospital visits or hone

visits by trained staff to new nothers. The Learni ng Gat eway

Steering Committee shall provide technical assistance to |oca

denonstration projects in devel opi ng brochures and ot her

materials to be distributed to parents of newborns.

4. |In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the

denonstration projects shall devel op public awareness

strategies to dissemnate i nformati on about devel opnent al

m | estones, precursors of |earning problens and ot her

devel opnental delays, and the service systemthat is

avail able. The information should target parents of children

frombirth through age 9 and should be distributed to parents,

health care providers, and caregivers of children frombirth

through age 9. A variety of nedia should be used as

appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a

communi ty-based internet web site, as well as opportunities

such as those presented by parent visits to physicians for

wel |l -child check-ups. The Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee

shal | provide technical assistance to the |ocal denpnstration

projects in devel oping and distributing educational nmaterials

and i nfornmation.

a. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide
10
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1| information to public and private preschool prograns,

2| childcare providers, pediatricians, parents, and | ocal

3 | busi nesses and organi zati ons. These strategi es should include
4 | information on the school readi ness performance standards for
5| ki ndergarten adopted by the School Readi ness Partnership

6 | Board.

7 b. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

8| children fromages 6 through 9 nust be designed to di ssem nate
9| training materials and brochures to parents and public and

10 | private school personnel, and nust be coordinated with the

11| l ocal school board and the appropriate school advisory

12 | conmmittees in the denpbnstration projects. The materials

13 | should contain information on state and district proficiency
14 | l evel s for grades K-3.

15 (b) Screening and devel opnental nonitoring.--

16 1. In coordination with the Partnership for Schoo

17 | Readi ness, the Departnent of Education, and the Florida

18 | Pediatric Society, and using information | earned fromthe

19 | I ocal denobnstration projects, the Learning Gateway Steering
20| Committee shall establish guidelines for screening children
21| frombirth through age 9. The gui delines should incorporate
22 | recent research on the indicators nost likely to predict early
23| learning problens, nild devel opnental del ays, child-specific
24 | precursors of school failure, and other rel ated devel opnent al
25| indicators in the donmains of cognition; comunication

26 | attention; perception; behavior; and social, enptional

27 | sensory, and nmotor functioning. The steering committee shoul d
28 | assist projects in devel oping and testing screeni ng processes
29 | to address social/enotional/behavioral interactions between
30| the child and caregiver which could indicate future probl ens
31| or del ays.

11
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2. Based on the guidelines established by the steering

committee and in cooperation with the Florida Pediatric

Society, the steering comittee shall adopt a conprehensive

checklist for child healthcare checkups and a correspondi ng

trai ni ng package for physicians and other nedical personnel in

i npl erenting nore effective screening for precursors of

| earning problens, learning disabilities, and nmld

devel opnent al del ays.

3. Using the screening guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrttee, |local denpbnstration projects shoul d engage

| ocal physicians and ot her nedical professionals in enhancing

the screening opportunities presented by immunization visits

and other well-child appointnents, in accordance with the

Aneri can Acadeny of Pediatrics Periodicity Schedul e.

4. Using the screeni ng guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrttee, the denobnstration projects shall devel op

strategies to increase early identification of precursors to

| earning problens and |l earning disabilities through inproved

screening and referral practices within public and private

early care and education prograns and K-3 public and private

school settings. Strategies nmay include training and

techni cal assistance teans to assi st program provi ders and

t eachers. Per sonnel should refer those children who exhi bit

potential |earning problens to the appropriate community

resource for further evaluation and services. The program

shal |l coll aborate appropriately with the school readi ness

coalitions, local school boards, and other conmunity resources

in arranging and providing training and techni cal assistance

for early identification and screening.

5. The denpnstration project shall work with

appropriate local entities to reduce the duplication of
12
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Cross-agency screening in each denonstration project area.

Denpnstration projects shall provide opportunities for public

and private providers of screening and assessnent at each age

level to neet periodically to identify gaps or duplication of

efforts in screening practices.

6. Based on technical assistance and support provided

by the steering comittee and in conjunction with the schoo

readi ness coalitions and other appropriate entities,

denonstration projects shall develop a systemto |og the

nunber of children screened, assessed, and referred for

services. After devel opnent and testing, tracking should be

supported by a standard el ectronic data systemfor screening

and assessnent i nformation.

7. |In conjunction with the technical assistance of the

steering comrttee, denobnstration projects shall develop a

system for targeted screening. The projects should conduct a

needs assessnent of existing prograns and services where

targeted screening programs should be offered. Based on the

results of the needs assessnent, procedures nust be

established within the denonstration conmunity to ensure that

periodi ¢ devel opnental screening is conducted for children

frombirth through age 9 who are served by state intervention

prograns or whose parents or caregivers are in state

i ntervention prograns. Intervention prograns for children

parents, and caregivers include those adnini stered or funded
by the:
a. Agency for Health Care Adninistration

b. Departnent of Children and Fanily Services;

c. Departnment of Corrections and other crimnna

justice prograns;

d. Departnent of Education
13
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e. Departnent of Health; and

f. Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

8. Wien results of screening suggest devel opnental

probl ens, potential |earning problens, or |earning

disabilities, the intervention programshall refer the child

to the Learning Gateway for coordination of further

assessnent. The Learning Gateway shall nmke referrals to the

appropriate entities within the service system

9. The local Learning Gateway shall provide for

followp contact to all fanmlies whose chil dren have been

found ineligible for services under Part B or Part C of the
| DEA.

10. In consultation with the steering comittee,

denonstration projects shall pilot the expansi on of newborn

screening to include tandem nmass spectronmetry, pursuant to

section 383.14, Florida Statutes, with the intention of

statewi de inplementation at the earliest feasible date.

11. Denonstration projects shall pilot an automatic

referral of high-risk newborns by the Ofice of Vita

Statistics to the local Learning Gateway. Upon receipt of

referral, staff of the |l ocal Learning Gateway shall contact

the parents and provide informati on about avail abl e servi ces.

Parental consent is required for further referral for

eval uation and services. The procedures established nust be

consistent with applicable confidentiality requirenents.

12. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, each

agency identified in paragraph 7. is authorized to share with

a Learning Gateway program confidential infornmation exenpt

fromdi scl osure under chapter 119, Florida Statutes, on any

i ndi vidual who is or has been the subject of a devel opnental

screening within the jurisdiction of each agency.
14
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(c) Early education, services and supports.--

1. The denobnstration projects shall devel op a node

system of care that builds upon, integrates, and fills the

gaps in existing services. Qualified providers of

fam | y-based or center-based interventions or public and

private school personnel shall offer services in a manner

consistent with the standards established by their profession

and by the standards and criteria adopted by the steering

committee and consistent with effective and proven strategies.

The specific services and supports may i ncl ude:

a. Hogh-quality early education and care prograns.

b. Assistance to parents and ot her caregivers, such as

hone- based nodeling prograns for parents and play prograns to

provi de peer interactions.

c. Speech and | anguage therapy that is

age- appropri at e.

d. Parent education and training.

e. Conprehensive nedical screening and referral with

bi omedi cal interventions as necessary.

f. Referral as needed for famly therapy, other nental

heal th services, and treatnent prograns.

g. Fanmily support services as necessary.

h. Therapy for learning differences in reading and

mat h, and attention to subject material for children in grades
K- 3.

i. Referral for Part B or Part C services as required.

j. Expanded access to conmunity-based services for

par ents.
k. Parental choice in the provision of services hy

public and private providers.

15
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2. Denonstration projects shall develop strategies to

i ncrease the use of appropriate intervention practices with

chil dren who have | earning problens and |l earning disabilities

within public and private early care and educati on prograns

and K-3 public and private school settings. Strategies nmay

include training and technical assistance teans. Intervention

nmust be coordi nated and nust focus on providing effective

supports to children and their fanmlies within their regul ar

educati on and conmunity environnent. These strategi es nmust

i ncorporate, as appropriate, school and district activities

related to the student's academ ¢ i nprovenent plan and nust

provide parents with greater access to conmunity-based

services that should be avail abl e beyond the traditiona

school day. Acadeni c expectations for public school students

in grades K-3 nust be based upon the |ocal school board's

adopted proficiency |levels. Wen appropriate, schoo

personnel shall consult with the |ocal Learning Gateway to

identify other community resources for supporting the child

and the fanmly.

3. The steering comittee, in conjunction with |oca

denonstration projects and | ocal school boards, may devel op a

plan for creating incentives for educators and parents or

caregivers to use appropriate practices for young children

frombirth through age 9 which address the uni que needs of

children who are at risk of |earning problens and | earning

disabilities that nay inpede success in school. |ncentives

shoul d be awarded based on the integration of instructiona

strategies, staffing ratios, staff training requirenents,

fam ly invol venent, and other specialized services and

supports that are designed to neet the unique needs of al

| ear ners.
16
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4. The steering comrittee shall work toward the goa

of ensuring that every teacher has the ability to identify and

properly respond to children who have | earning problenms and

learning disabilities. In cooperation with the universities in

the state and the Departnent of Education, the steering

commttee shall identify conpetencies required by

i nstructional personnel in addressing |earning problenms and

|l earning disabilities that nay inpede school success. These

conpet enci es nmust be used to devel op or adopt research-based

preservice and inservice training prograns for teachers and

personnel in public and private early care and educati on

prograns and grades preK-3. Each teacher-preparation program

in the state university systemnust require a mni numof 3

hours of credit in coursework in normal child devel opnent and

t he di sorders of devel opnent.

5. The steering comittee shall work with the

Departnent of Education to ensure that certification and

recertification requirenents prepare teachers to identify

devel opnental problens in students and to use research-based,

effective instructional and behavioral strategies for speech

and | anguage devel opnent, energing literacy, and

devel opnental |y appropriate practices and | earning strategies

for diverse |earners.

6. The steering committee, in cooperation with the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, shall identify the

el ements of an effective research-based curriculumfor early

care and educati on prograns.

7. The steering committee, in conjunction with the

denonstration projects, shall devel op processes for

i dentifying and sharing pronising practices and shall showcase

t hese prograns and practices at the dissenination conference.
17
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1| As funding is available, the committee nmay reconmend nonetary
2| anwards to prograns sel ected as "prom sing practices" to be

3 | used for program enhancenents. Processes for selecting

4 | prom sing practices should include:

5 a. Establishing criteria for selection, including

6| length of tinme in operation and evidence of effectiveness

7 |(outcone data);

8 b. Establishing a nonination process;

9 c. Establishing a review panel and revi ew process;

10 d. Making the selection based on a witten

11 | description

12 e. Conducting a site visit;

13 f. Conpleting the selections; and

14 g. Dissem nating program descriptions.

15 8. The steering comittee shall establish processes
16 | for facilitating state and | ocal providers' ready access to
17 | information and training concerning effective instructiona

18 | and behavi oral practices and i nterventi ons based on advances
191 in the field and for encouraging researchers to regularly

20| guide practitioners in designing and inplenenting

21 | research-based practices. At a nmininum the steering comittee
22 | shall assist the denonstration projects in conducting periodic
23 | conferences to ensure the dissenmination of information on best
24 | practices and new i nsights about early identification

25 | education, and intervention for children frombirth through
26 | age 9. The conference should be established so that continuing
27 | education credits nay be awarded to nedi cal professionals,

28 | teachers, and others for whomthis is an incentive.

29 9. Denonstration projects shall investigate and nay
30| recommend to the steering committee nore effective resource
31| allocation and flexible funding strategies such as centra

18
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financing, if such strategies are in the best interest of the

children and famlies in the coommunity. The Departnent of

Educati on and ot her rel evant agencies shall assist the

denonstration projects in securing state and federal waivers

as appropriate. Effectiveness of interventions, such as

reduced referrals to special education, should not negatively

affect a school's or district's budget.

Section 3. Accountability.--

(1) The steering committee shall assist the Schoo

Readi ness Estimating Conference and the Enroll nent Conference

for Public Schools in devel oping estimates of the popul ation

of children frombirth through age 9 who are at risk of

| earning problens and |learning disabilities by establishing

cross-agency standards for data coll ection and shari ng.

(2) The steering committee, in conjunction with the

denonstration projects, shall devel op accountability

nechani sns to ensure that the denonstration prograns are

effective and that resources are used as efficiently as

possi bl e. Accountability should be addressed through a

nmul til evel evaluation system including neasurenment of

out cones and operational indicators. Measurabl e out cones must

be devel oped to address inproved fanily functioning, inproved

child devel oprment, inproved child health, and success in

school. Indicators of systeminprovenents nust be devel oped

to address quality of prograns and integration of services.

Agency nonitoring of prograns shall include a review of child

and fanmly outcones and system effectiveness indicators with a

specific focus on elimnation of unnecessary duplication of

pl anni ng, screening, and services.

(3) The steering committee shall oversee a formative

eval uation of the project during inplenmentation, including
19
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reporting short-termoutcones and systemi nprovenents. By

January 2004, the steering comittee shall nmke

recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

Conmi ssi oner of Education related to the nerits of expansion

of the denobnstration projects.

(4) The steering conmittee, at any tine, nmay reconmend

st at ewi de expansi on of any conponent of the system which has

denonstrated effectiveness as docunented by the fornmative

eval uati on.
(5) |If statew de expansi on of the conprehensive system

is recoomended after the second year of the program the

steering comrittee, in conjunction with the denonstration

projects, shall develop state-level and community-based

strategic plans to fornalize the goals, objectives,

strategi es, and intended outcones of the conprehensive system

and to support the integration and efficient delivery of al

servi ces and supports for children frombirth through age 9

who have learning problens or learning disabilities. In

conjunction with the denonstration projects, the steering

commttee shall develop a statewide strategic plan for

i npl erenting a nodel system statew de. Comunity-|evel

strategic plans nust include, but need not be linmted to,

strategies to:

(a) Inprove early identification of those who are at

risk for learning problenms and | earning disabilities;

(b) Provide access to an appropriate array of services

within the child s natural environnent or regul ar cl assroom

setting or specialized training in other settings;

(c) Inprove and coordi nate screening for children from

birth through age 9;

20
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(d) Inprove and coordinate services for children from

birth through age 9;

(e) Address training of professionals in effectively

identifying factors, across all domains, which place children

frombirth through age 9 at risk of school failure and in

appropriate interventions for the |learning differences;

(f) Provide appropriate support to fanmlies;

(g) Share hest practices with caregivers and referra

sour ces;
(h) Address resource needs of the assessnent and

i ntervention system and

(i) Address devel opnent of inplenentation plans to

identify action steps, responsible parties, and inplenentation

schedul es and to ensure appropriate alignnent with agency

strategi c pl ans.

Section 4. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
228.093, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

228.093 Pupil and student records and reports; rights
of parents, guardians, pupils, and students; notification
penal ty. - -

(3) RICGHTS OF PARENT, GUARDI AN, PUPIL, OR
STUDENT. - - The parent or guardian of any pupil or student who
attends or has attended any public school, area
vocational -technical training center, conmunity coll ege, or
institution of higher education in the State University System
shal|l have the following rights with respect to any records or
reports created, nmintained, and used by any public
educational institution in the state. However, whenever a
pupi | or student has attained 18 years of age, or is attending
an institution of postsecondary education, the permnission or
consent required of, and the rights accorded to, the parents

21
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of the pupil or student shall thereafter be required of and
accorded to the pupil or student only, unless the pupil or
student is a dependent pupil or student of such parents as
defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s. 152 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954). The State Board of Education shall fornmulate,
adopt, and pronul gate rul es whereby parents, guardians,
pupils, or students may exercise these rights:

(d) Right of privacy.--Every pupil or student shal
have a right of privacy with respect to the educationa
records kept on himor her. Personally identifiable records or
reports concerning of a pupil or student, and any personal
information contai ned therein, are confidential and exenpt
fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1). No state or |oca
educati onal agency, board, public school, area technica
center, community college, or institution of higher education
in the State University Systemshall pernit the rel ease of
such records, reports, or information without the witten
consent of the pupil's or student's parent or guardi an, or of
the pupil or student hinself or herself if he or she is
qualified as provided in this subsection, to any individual
agency, or organization. However, personally identifiable
records or reports concerning ef a pupil or student nay be
rel eased to the foll owi ng persons or organi zati ons wi thout the
consent of the pupil or the pupil's parent:

1. Oficials of schools, school systens, area
technical centers, community colleges, or institutions of
hi gher learning in which the pupil or student seeks or intends

to enroll; and a copy of such records or reports shall be
furnished to the parent, guardian, pupil, or student upon
request.

22
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2. Oher school officials, including teachers within
t he educational institution or agency, who have legitimte
educational interests in the information contained in the
records.

3. The United States Secretary of Education, the
Director of the National Institute of Education, the Assistant
Secretary for Education, the Conptroller General of the United
States, or state or |ocal educational authorities who are
aut hori zed to receive such information subject to the
conditions set forth in applicable federal statutes and
regul ations of the United States Departnent of Education, or
in applicable state statutes and rules of the State Board of
Educat i on.

4. O her school officials, in connection with a
pupil's or student's application for or receipt of financial
ai d.

5. Individuals or organi zations conducting studies for
or on behalf of an institution or a board of education for the
pur pose of devel oping, validating, or administering predictive
tests, administering pupil or student aid prograns, or
i mproving instruction, if such studies are conducted in such a
manner as will not permt the personal identification of
pupils or students and their parents by persons other than
representatives of such organizations and if such information
will be destroyed when no | onger needed for the purpose of
conducting such studi es.

6. Accrediting organizations, in order to carry out
their accrediting functions.

7. School readiness coalitions and the Florida
Partnership for School Readiness in order to carry out their
assi gned duti es.

23
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8. Learning Gateway prograns and the Learni ng Gat eway

Steering Comrittee in order to carry out their assigned

duti es.

9.8~ For use as evidence in pupil or student expul sion
hearings conducted by a district school board pursuant to the
provi sions of chapter 120.

10. 9~ Appropriate parties in connection with an
energency, if know edge of the information in the pupil's or
student's educational records is necessary to protect the
health or safety of the pupil, student, or other individuals.

11. 36— The Auditor Ceneral and the O fice of Program
Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability in connection
with their official functions; however, except when the
coll ection of personally identifiable information is
specifically authorized by law, any data collected by the
Audi tor Ceneral and the O fice of Program Policy Analysis and
CGovernnment Accountability is confidential and exenpt fromthe
provisions of s. 119.07(1) and shall be protected in such a
way as will not pernit the personal identification of students
and their parents by other than the Auditor Ceneral, the
O fice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nment
Accountability, and their staff, and such personally
identifiable data shall be destroyed when no | onger needed for
the Auditor General's and the Ofice of Program Policy
Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability's official use.

12. ++-a. A court of conpetent jurisdiction in
conpliance with an order of that court or the attorney of
record pursuant to a lawfully issued subpoena, upon the
condition that the pupil or student and the pupil's or
student's parent are notified of the order or subpoena in

24
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advance of conpliance therewith by the educational institution
or agency.

b. A person or entity pursuant to a court of conpetent
jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of that court or the
attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully issued subpoena,
upon the condition that the pupil or student, or his or her
parent if the pupil or student is either a mnor and not
attending an institution of postsecondary education or a
dependent of such parent as defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s.
152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954), is notified of the
order or subpoena in advance of conpliance therewith by the
educational institution or agency.

13.#2+ Credit bureaus, in connection with an agreenent
for financial aid which the student has executed, provided
that such information nmay be disclosed only to the extent
necessary to enforce the terms or conditions of the financial
aid agreenent. Credit bureaus shall not rel ease any
i nformati on obtained pursuant to this paragraph to any person

14. 33— Parties to an interagency agreenent anong the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice, school and | aw enforcenent
authorities, and other signatory agencies for the purpose of
reducing juvenile crinme and especially notor vehicle theft by
pronoting cooperation and col | aboration, and the sharing of
appropriate information in a joint effort to inprove schoo
safety, to reduce truancy, in-school and out-of-schoo
suspensi ons, to support alternatives to in-school and
out - of - school suspensi ons and expul sions that provide
structured and wel | -supervi sed educati onal prograns
suppl enented by a coordi nated overlay of other appropriate
services designed to correct behaviors that lead to truancy,
suspensi ons, and expul sions, and whi ch support students in

25
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successfully conpleting their education. |Infornation provided

in furtherance of such interagency agreenents is intended
solely for use in deternmining the appropriate prograns and
services for each juvenile or the juvenile's fanily, or for
coordinating the delivery of such programs and services, and
as such is inadmssible in any court proceedings prior to a
di spositional hearing unless witten consent is provided by a
parent, guardian, or other responsible adult on behalf of the
juvenile.

Thi s paragraph does not prohibit any educational institution
from publishing and releasing to the general public directory
information relating to a pupil or student if the institution
elects to do so. However, no educational institution shal
rel ease, to any individual, agency, or organization which is
not listed in subparagraphs 1.-13., directory information
relating to the student body in general or a portion thereof
unless it is normally published for the purpose of release to
the public in general. Any educational institution making
directory information public shall give public notice of the
categories of information which it has designated as directory
information with respect to all pupils or students attending
the institution and shall allow a reasonable period of tine
after such notice has been given for a parent, guardian
pupil, or student to informthe institution in witing that
any or all of the infornmation designated should not be
rel eased.

Section 5. The Legislature shall appropriate a sum of

noney to fund the denopnstration prograns and shall authorize

sel ected comunities to blend funding fromexisting prograns
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1|to the extent that this is advantageous to the conmunity and

2|is consistent with federal requirenents.

3 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

41 | aw

5

6 EE IR I b S b b I S S b b I S b b S I b S b

7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Aut hori zes a 3-year denonstration programto be called
Learni ng Gateway, which is intended t0 prevent and . ]

9 aneliorate | earning Problens and Iearnln? disabilities in
oung children. Creates a steering commftee. Provides

10 or Steering-conmmttee nenbership and for the appoi ntnent
of menbers. "Establishes duties of the steering conmttee.

11 Aut hori zes denpnstration projects in three counti es.
Aut hori zes deslﬂnated agenci es to share confidenti al

12 information with Learni ng Gateway prograns. Provides
access to student recordS by Learning Gateway prograns

13 and the Learning Gateway Steering Comrittee. Provides for
fundi ng.
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