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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HR 9081
By Representative Crow

House Resol ution
A resol ution designating April 27, 2002, as
"FI RST Day" in Florida.

WHEREAS, founded over a decade ago by inventor and
entrepreneur Dean Kanen, FIRST, an acronym for "For
I nspiration and Recognition of Science and Technol ogy, "
desi gns accessi ble, innovative prograns to build
sel f-confidence, knowl edge, and life skills while notivating
young people to pursue opportunities in science, technol ogy,
and engi neering, and

WHEREAS, the initial FIRST Robotics Conpetition began
10 years ago with 28 teans and a single 14-square-foot playing
field, and today nore than 600 national and internationa
teans involving over 20,000 high school students in the United
States, Canada, Brazil, and the United Ki ngdom wi ||
participate in 17 regional events during March and April 2002
and a chanpionship event to be held at Disney's Epcot in
Ol ando scheduled for April 25-27, and

WHEREAS, standard "kits of parts" are distributed to
adult teamnentors, after which FIRST participants have only
six weeks to work with their nentors to solve a commpn probl em
using the parts and a standard set of rules to create an
original robot with which to participate in regiona
conpetitions, and

WHEREAS, the gane for the FIRST Robotics Conpetition
2002, "Zone Zeal ," will feature robots that race around a
playing field gathering balls, put the balls into goals, and
place the goals in their scoring zones, all in less than two
m nut es, and
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WHEREAS, out growths of FIRST Robotics are the FIRST
LEGO League, a successful Jr. Robotics programthat introduces
sci ence and technology to elenentary and m ddl e schoo
students using real-world chall enges and hands-on | earni ng,
and the FIRST Pl ace program which provides the environnent to
inspire and educate others in field science and technol ogy,
and

WHEREAS, truly a cooperative teameffort to awaken
young people to the accessibility, fun, and inportance of
sci ence and engi neering, FIRST has attracted coll eges,
uni versities, corporations, businesses, and individuals to
provide mllions in scholarships, including $1.7 nillion for
students participating in FIRST this year, NON THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives congratulates all the
participants, nentors, and sponsors of the 11th annual FIRST
Roboti cs Conpetition and designates April 27, 2002, as "FIRST
Day" in Florida.
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