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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HR 9101
By Representatives Green, CGoodlette, Simopns, Rubio, Ross,
Maygar den, Paul, Kilnmer, Negron, Al exander, Murnan, Brunmer
Needel man, Bowen, Littlefield, Fiorentino, Kottkanp, Mayfield,
Fasano, Ball, Byrd, Russell, Harrel I, Harri ngton, Atwateéer
(Addi tional Sponsors on Last Printed Page)
House Resol ution
A resol ution recogni zing the inportance of
| egi slation providing oral anticancer drugs to

elderly citizens.

WHEREAS, cancer is a | eading cause of norbidity and
nortality in the State of Florida and throughout the nation
and

WHEREAS, cancer is disproportionately a disease of the
elderly, with nore than half of all cancer diagnoses occurring
in persons age 65 or older, many of whom are dependent on the
federal Medicare programfor provision of cancer care, and

WHEREAS, as treatnent with anticancer drugs is the
cornerstone of nodern cancer care, elderly cancer patients
nmust have access to potentially life-extending drug therapy,
but the Medicare program s coverage of drugs is linmted to
i njectable drugs or oral drugs that have an injectable
versi on, and

VHEREAS, the nation's investnent in bionedical research
has begun to bear fruit with a conpelling array of new oral
anticancer drugs that are less toxic, nore effective, and nore
cost-effective than existing therapies, but, because such
drugs do not have an injectabl e equivalent, they are not
covered by Medicare, and

WHEREAS, noncoverage of these inportant new products
| eaves many Medi care beneficiaries confronting the choice of
ei ther substantial out-of-pocket personal costs or selection
of nore toxic, less effective treatnents that are covered by
the program and

VWHEREAS, Medicare's failure to cover oral anticancer
drugs | eaves at risk many beneficiaries suffering from
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bl ood-rel ated cancers such as | eukenia, |ynphoma, and nyel onm,

as well as cancers of the breast, lung, and prostate, and
WHEREAS, certain nenbers of the United States Congress

have recogni zed the necessity of Mdicare coverage for al

oral anticancer drugs and have introduced legislation in the

107th Congress (H R 1624; S. 913) to achieve that result,

NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives recognizes the
i mportance of |egislation providing oral anticancer drugs to
elderly citizens.
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ADDI TI ONAL SPONSCORS

Far kas, G bson, Carke, Bilirakis, Bense, Hart, Argenzi ano
Detert, Stansel, Kendrick, Hogan, Benson, Allen, Lynn, Wters,
Ri chardson, Spratt, Bennett, Ryan, Sobel, Ritter, Rich

Ler ner, Roneo, Cusack, Crow, Sorensen, Garcia, Cantens, Mhon
Gardiner, Trovillion, Melvin and Mack
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