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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 94
By the Cormittee on Appropriations; and Senator Ml er

309- 2068- 02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to reading instruction;
providing | egislative intent regarding required
readi ng instruction; requiring each public
el enentary school to devel op and i npl enent
prograns for reading and literacy devel opnent
i n kindergarten through grade 4; establishing a
programto encourage the training of teachers
in readi ng devel opnent; providing for the
wi t hhol ding of a portion of staff training
funds if the programis not inplenented in at
| east one school in a district; requiring the
Departnent of Education to provide technical
support; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Required reading instruction in

ki ndergarten through grade 4. --

(1) The Legislature recognizes that reading is a ngjor

foundational skill for all school -based learning. It further

recogni zes the inportance of instruction in reading in prinmary

grades to inprove a student's acadenm c perfornmance. The public

schools of this state have successfully inproved student

perfornmance by increasing the nunber of instructional hours

spent on reading in the primary grades. Engagi ng students in

| earni ng through curriculumthat enphasi zes reading offers the

addi ti onal benefits of reducing disciplinary problens and

di mi ni shing the need for social pronotion of students who have

not | earned to read.
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(2) To encourage local control in the deternination of

reading and |literacy devel opment prograns, each public

el enmentary school shall devel op and i npl enent an appropriately

desi gned reading programto include daily reading and literacy

devel opnent in kindergarten through grade 4.

(3) Each public school shall devote a locally

determ ned anpunt of tine each day to reading and literacy

devel opnent in kindergarten through grade 4.

(4) The Legislature recogni zes that statew de

conpliance with this section is necessary to raise student

achi evenent in reading and, therefore, establishes the program

described in this section to pronote the goals of this

secti on.
(a) School districts will offer each school in their

district the opportunity to receive training for the staff of

that entire school in reading devel opnent and literacy. The

district will select at | east one school for that purpose.

(b) The school district nmay contract with any

r eadi ng- devel opnent training program including North East

Fl ori da Educati onal Consortium Project Child, or another

program through which to train its teachers.

(c) |If the reading programselected is inplenented in

at | east one of the schools, the district will receive 100

percent of its annual allocation for teacher training as

provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(d) If the programis not inplenented in at | east one

of the schools, the district will receive only 90 percent of

its annual allocation for teacher training. The Secretary of

Educati on may use the hol dback to fund anot her reading

progr am

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 94
309- 20

i
2068-02

1 (e) Snmall districts with school popul ations of fewer
2 | than 2,500 students, although encouraged to adopt readi ng and
3| literacy-devel opment prograns, are exenpt fromthe funding
4| penalties inposed under this section
5 (5) The Departnent of Education shall provide
6 | techni cal support and gui dance to any public school that
7 | requests assistance pertaining to the inplenentation of this
8 | section.
9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
10
11 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
12 OM Sehate Bl o4 %
13
14 | The Conmittee Substitute provides that a school district
| arger than 2,500 students nust select at |east one school for
15T RLP8Y TMRLPPAPS 5 G0 Sb wenrd chuse the di SErrerPie T nanr
16 | a loss of 10% of its teacher training funds.
17 | Smal |l er districts are encouraged, but not required, to do the
18 staff training in reading devel opnent and literacy.
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