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By Representative G bson

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the North Lake County

3 Hospital District, Lake County; codifying

4 special laws relating to the district;

5 providing |l egislative intent; anending,

6 codi fying, reenacting, and repealing chapters

7 95-508 and 97-332, Laws of Florida; providing

8 di strict boundaries; providing definitions;

9 providing for a board of trustees as the

10 governi ng body of the district; prescribing the
11 powers and duties of the board; providing for

12 conpensation and neetings of the board;

13 providing a principal office of the district;

14 aut hori zing the board to | evy an annual ad

15 val orem tax upon taxable property within the

16 district; providing for purpose of the tax;

17 providing for a nethod for such |levy; exenpting
18 property of the district for assessnent;

19 prohibiting the board fromtransferring contro

20 of the district's hospitals or facilities

21 except upon approval by referendum providing

22 for severability; providing an effective date.

23

24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25

26 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida
27 | Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
28 | acts relating to the North Lake County Hospital District. It
29| is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this act to
30 | provide a single conprehensive special act charter for the
31
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1| district, including all current authority granted to the

2| district by its several |egislative enactnents.

3 Section 2. Chapters 95-508 and 97-332, Laws of

4| Florida, creating the North Lake County Hospital District are
5| anended, codified, reenacted, and repealed as provided in this
6| act.

7 Section 3. The charter for the North Lake County

8 | Hospital District is re-created and reenacted to read:

9 Section 1. ESTABLI SHVENT OF DI STRI CT; BOUNDARI ES. - -
10 A. Al provisions contained in this act which are

11 ) contrary to the concurrent resol utions are deened changed by
12 | this act. This act nmay be cited as the "North Lake County

13 | Hospital District Act."

14 B. There is created and established as an i ndependent
15| special taxing district of the state a hospital district in
16 | Lake County to be known as the "North Lake County Hospita

17 | District," which shall conprise and include the territory

18 | within Lake County descri bed as foll ows:

19

20 Begi nning at the range |ine dividing ranges 26

21 and 27 east at its intersection with the

22 township |ine separating townshi ps 20 and 21

23 south of the Tall ahassee neridi an; thence north

24 on said range line to the township line

25 di vidi ng townshi ps 19 and 20 south; thence east

26 on said township line to the Wkiva River

27 thence north along the thread of the said

28 Wekiva River to the St. Johns River; thence in

29 a northerly and northwesterly direction through

30 the thread of the St. Johns River to the

31 sout hwest shore of Lake George; thence north
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1 al ong the west shore of Lake George to the

2 range |ine dividing ranges 26 and 27 east;

3 t hence south on said range line to the township
4 line dividing towshi ps 17 and 18 south; thence
5 west on said township line to the northeast

6 corner of section 1, township 18 south, range

7 25 east; thence run south along the east range
8 line for range 25 to the sout heast corner of

9 section 36, township 18 south, range 25 east;
10 thence run east along the North boundary of

11 section 6, township 19 south, range 26 east, to
12 the waters of Lake Eustis; thence southwesterly
13 al ong the waters of Lake Eustis to the center
14 of the nouth of Dead Ri ver; thence

15 southwesterly along the center of Dead River to
16 an extension of the west boundary of section

17 24, township 19 south, range 25 east, extended
18 south into Lake Harris; thence run

19 sout hwesterly across Lake Harris to the
20 i ntersection of the eastern boundary of section
21 12, township 20 south, range 24 east, with the
22 waters of Lake Harris; thence run southeasterly
23 and sout h/southeasterly along the shoreline of
24 Lake Harris and Little Lake Harris to the south
25 boundary line of section 24, township 20 south,
26 range 25 east; thence run west to the nort hwest
27 corner of section 27, township 20 south, range
28 25 east; thence run south to the sout hwest
29 corner of section 34, township 20 south, range
30 25 east; thence run east along the township
31 line separating townshi ps 20 and 21 south, to
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1 the Tal |l ahassee Meridian to the point of

2 begi nning (herei nafter the "Nort heast

3 Territory").

4 and

5 Begin at the northwest (NW corner of section

6 6, in township 18 south, range 24 east, and run
7 east along the north township |ine of township
8 18 south, to the northeast corner of section 1,
9 township 18 south, range 25 east; thence run

10 south along the east range line of range 25 to
11 t he sout heast corner of section 36, township 18
12 south, range 25 east; thence run east along the
13 north boundary of section 6, township 29 south,
14 range 26 east, to the waters of Lake Eustis;

15 t hence southwesterly along the waters of Lake
16 Eustis to the center of the nouth of Dead

17 Ri ver; thence southwesterly along the center of
18 Dead River to an extension of the west boundary
19 of section 24, township 19 south, range 25

20 east, extended south into Lake Harris; thence
21 run southwesterly across Lake Harris to the

22 poi nt that the eastern boundary of section 12,
23 townshi p 20 south, range 24 east intersects

24 with the waters of Lake Harris; thence run in a
25 general southeasterly direction along the

26 waters of Lake Harris to the point that the

27 sout hern boundary of section 24, township 20

28 south, range 25 east, and the waters of Lake

29 Harris intersect; thence run west along the

30 south boundary of sections 24, 23, and 22,

31 townshi p 20 south, range 25 east, to the
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1 sout hwest (SW corner of said section 22,

2 townshi p 20 south, range 25 east; thence run

3 south al ong the west boundary of sections 27

4 and 34, township 20 south, range 25 east to the

5 sout hwest (SW corner of section 34, township

6 20 south, range 25 east; thence run west al ong

7 the south line of said township 20 to western

8 boundary of Lake County, and west boundary of

9 range 24 east; thence north al ong the west

10 boundary of said range 24 to the point of

11 begi nni ng (herei nafter the "Northwest

12 Territory").

13

14 Section 2. PURPCSE OF THE DI STRI CT. - - The purpose of
15| the North Lake County Hospital District as a |l oca

16 | governnental entity is to ensure continued hospital services
17 | for the residents of the North Lake County Hospital D strict,
18 | referred to in this act as the "district."

19 Section 3. MEMBERSH P AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE
20 | GOVERNI NG BOARD OF THE DI STRICT. - -
21 A.  General.--
22 1. The North Lake County Hospital District shall be
23 | governed by a board of trustees conposed of six persons to be
24 | elected by the electors residing within the North Lake County
25| Hospital District in a general election. The trustees
26 | currently serving on the board shall continue in their
27 | capacity to the conpletion of their terns. The termof office
28 | of each trustee shall be 4 years and a trustee nay not serve
29 | nore than two terns for a maxi numof 8 years. The term of
30| office shall expire on the date of the general election held 4
31| years after the date on which that trustee was el ected. A
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1| elections for the office of trustee shall be conducted during
2 | general elections.

3 2. The nenbers of the board of trustees shall serve

4 | without pay. Each nenber shall give a bond to the Board of

5| County Conmi ssioners of Lake County and its successors in

6| office for the use and benefit of the North Lake County

7| Hospital District for the faithful performance of his or her

8| duties in the sumof $1,000 with a surety conpany qualified to
9] do business in this state as surety, which bond shall be

10 | approved and accepted by the Cerk of the Circuit Court of

11 | Lake County. The prem uns on such bond shall be paid by the

12 | district as part of the expenses of the district.

13 3. Four of the trustees shall constitute a quorum and
14| a vote of at least four of the trustees is necessary for the
15| transacti on of any business of the district. The board of

16 | trustees may select fromanong its nenbership a chair, vice

17 | chair, secretary, and treasurer. The board of trustees shal

18 | cause true and accurate minutes and records to be kept of al
19 | busi ness transacted by them and shall keep full, true, and
20 | conpl ete books of account and m nutes, which mnutes and books
21| shall be open and subject to the inspection of the inhabitants
22 | of the district at all reasonable tinmes during nornmal business
23 | hours. Any person desiring to do so may obtain a copy of the
24 | minutes and books of account or such portions thereof as he or
25| she may desire upon paynent of the costs of reproduction
26 B. Election of the board of trustees.--
27 1. Registration of electors.--Any person who is a
28 | resident of the North Lake County Hospital District, at |east
29| 18 years of age, and registered with the Supervisor of
30| Elections for Lake County is eligible to vote for the el ection
31| of nenbers of the board of trustees.
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2. Qualifications of candidate.--All trustees nust be

duly qualified electors who reside in the North Lake County

Hospital District. Three trustees nust reside in the Northeast

Territory and three trustees nust reside in the Northwest

Territory.
3. Vacancies.--Vacant trustee seats shall be filled

t hrough appoi ntnent by the then-existing board of trustees;

appoi ntees shall serve until the expiration of the termfor

whi ch they are appoi nt ed.

C. Annual neeting.--The annual neeting shall be held

during the nonth of January of each year at such tine and

place within the district as is deternm ned by the board of

trustees. Notice of the date, tine, and place of the annua

neeting shall be published in a daily newspaper of genera

circulation, in a section other than the legal ad or

classified ad sections, in the North Lake County Hospita

District once per week for 2 consecutive weeks. The date of

the first publication of such notice nust be at |east 15, and

not nore than 30, days before the annual neeting. The agenda

at the annual neeting of the board of trustees shall include,

but is not linmted to:
1. Call to order.
2. Presentation and approval of minutes of the | ast

annual neeting and of any special neeting held since that

neeti ng.
3. Financial report.

4, Presentation of the annual report of the board of

trust ees.
5. Transaction of any business that nay properly be

brought before the board.

6. El ection of officers of the board of trustees.
7
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1 D. Special neetings.--Special neetings of the board of

2| trustees may be called at any tine by the chair or upon the

3| witten request of four nenbers of the board of trustees.

4| Notices of special neetings of the board of trustees shall be

5| by publication in a newspaper of general daily circulation in

6| the North Lake County Hospital District at |east 7 days before

7 | such neeting, stating the date and place and general natters

8 | of the business to be considered.

9 E. Renoval of nenbers fromthe board of trustees.--Any
10 | nenber of the board of trustees nmay be renoved by the Governor
11| at any tine, for cause, in which event such vacancy or
12 | vacanci es thereby occurring shall be filled through
13 | appoi ntnent by the then-renmmi ning board of trustees for the
14 | unexpired term
15 Section 4. POANERS, FUNCTIONS, AND DUTIES. - -

16 A. Em nent donmmin.--The North Lake County Hospita

17 | District, through its board of trustees, has the power of

18 | emi nent donai n.

19 B. General Powers.--The Board of Trustees of the North
20 | Lake County Hospital District has all the powers of a body

21 | corporate, including the power to sue and be sued under the

22 | nane of the North Lake County Hospital District; to contract
23| and be contacted with; to adopt and use a commbn seal; and to
24 | acquire, purchase, hold, |ease, and convey such real and

25 | personal property as the board of trustees deens proper or

26 | expedient to carry out the purposes of this act.

27 C. Ad valoremtaxation.--The Board of Trustees of the
28 | North Lake County Hospital District may |levy an ad val oremtax
29 ]1in the district of 1 nmill on the dollar of the value of al

30 | nonexenpt property within that area of Lake County which

31
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1| conprises the North Lake County Hospital District. Such tax

2| shall be paid into the district fund.

3 D. Tax proceeds to charitable foundations.--All future
4| tax proceeds generated fromwithin the Northeast Territory,

5] less one-half of the anobunt reserved annually by the board to
6 | pay for mai ntenance and services for the board, shall be paid
7| by the board of trustees to Florida Hospital \Waternman

8 | Foundation, Inc., upon witten request by Florida Hospita

9 | wat erman Foundation, Inc., that the funds are needed for

10| health care. Al future proceeds generated fromw thin the

11| Northwest Territory, |less one-half of the anpbunt reserved

12 | annually by the board to pay for naintenance and services for
13| the board, shall be paid by the board of trustees to Leesburg
14 | Regi onal Medical Center Charitable Foundation, Inc., upon

15| witten request by Leesburg Regional Mdical Center Charitable
16 | Foundation, Inc., that the funds are needed for health care.
17 E. LifeStream Behavioral Center.--Leesburg Regi ona

18 | Medi cal Center Charitable Foundations, Inc., and Florida

19 | Hospital Waternman Foundation, Inc., have brought to the

20| attention of the respective boards that LifeStream Behaviora
21| Center should be entitled to receive the follow ng suns, after
22 | submission of a witten request by LifeStream Behaviora

23| Center certifying that the funds are needed for indigent

24 | health care. The request shall be made to Fl ori da Hospital

25 | Waterman Foundation, Inc., and Leesburg Regi onal Medica

26 | Center Charitable Foundation, Inc. Florida Hospital Waternman
27 | Foundation, Inc., and Leesburg Regi onal Medical Center

28 | Charitabl e Foundation, Inc., shall pay the follow ng suns to
29 | LifeStream Behavioral Center fromtheir respective share of
30| tax funds collected and received by Florida Hospital WaAternan
31
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1| Foundation, Inc., and Leesburg Regi onal Medical Center

2 | Charitabl e Foundation, Inc.

3 1. For each year after cal endar year 1993, LifeStream
4 | Behavi oral Center shall be paid $100,000 or 1/20 of 1 nmill of
5] the tax noneys due Florida Hospital Wterman Foundation, |nc.
6| fromthe Northeast Territory, whichever is greater, plus

7 [$100, 000 or 1/20 of 1 mill of the tax noneys due Leesburg

8 | Regi onal Medical Charitable Foundation, Inc., fromthe

9| Northwest Territory, whichever is greater. |If Florida Hospita
10 | Wat erman Foundation, Inc., or Leeshurg Regi onal Medical Center
11| Charitabl e Foundation, Inc., refuses to pay LifeStream

12 | Behavi oral Center the funds due under this section in any

13 | given year, during the next fiscal year of the North Lake

14 | County Hospital District, the Board of Trustees of the North
15| Lake County Hospital District shall directly pay LifeStream
16 | Behavi oral Center an amount equal to the funds withheld during
17 | the previous year by the subject provider payable from funds
18 | which woul d otherw se be payable to the subject provider

19 2. Notwithstandi ng any of the provisions of this act,
20| the obligation to pay tax revenues to LifeStream Behaviora

21| Center under this act shall permanently terninate in the year
22 a. Wien a countywide health taxing district is created
23 | and funded pursuant to chapter 154, Florida Statutes, the

24 | countywide health taxing district provides for reinbursenent
25| on an accountability basis to nedical providers for nedical

26 | hospital, and energency care, including psychiatric care

27 | provided to indigent residing within the county, and the

28 | countywide health taxing district actually rei nburses

29 | LifeStream Behavioral Center for nedical services in an anpunt
30| greater than or equal to the tax revenues received under the
31| provisions of this act in 1 cal endar year; or
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1 b. If LifeStream Behavioral Center, for any reason
2| loses, relinquishes, or forfeits its accreditation as a
3 | hospital
4
5] Any rei nbursenent for nedical services paid to LifeStream
6 | Behavioral Center by any future countyw de health taxing
7| district shall be deducted fromthe anount of tax revenues to
8| be paid under this act. It is the intent of this act that the
9 | tax revenues paynents provided for LifeStream Behaviora
10| Center in this act be reduced by the sane anpbunt that is
11 ) actually paid to the hospital by the countyw de taxing
12 | district.
13 F. Annual financial report.--Leesburg Regional Mdica
14 | Center Charitable Foundation, Inc., and its parent
15| corporation; Florida Hospital Waterman Foundation, Inc., and
16 | its parent corporation; and LifeStream Behavi oral Center shal
17 | each file annual audited financial statements with the North
18 | Lake County Hospital District.
19 G Collection of taxes.--It is the duty of the
20 | Property Appraiser of Lake County to assess, and the Tax
21| Collector of Lake County to collect, the 1-mll tax |levied by
22 | the Board of Trustees of the North Lake County Hospital
23| District upon the taxable property in the district. The tax
24 | collector shall collect such tax as levied by the board of
25| trustees in the sane nanner as other taxes are collected and
26 | shall pay the sane over to the Board of Trustees of the North
27 | Lake County Hospital District within the tine and in the
28 | manner prescribed by law for the paynent of the Tax Coll ector
29 | of Lake County taxes to the county depository. It is the duty
30| of the Departnment of Revenue to assess and levy on all the
3l | railroad lines and tel egraph lines properly situated or
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located in the district, including all tel ephone |lines and

cable television lines if legally pernissible. The anount of

each county or state taxes and the taxes for the district

shal | be assessed by the officer respectively as are county

t axes upon such property, and such tax shall be remtted by

the collecting officer to the Board of Trustees of the North
Lake County Hospital District. Al such taxes shall be held by
the Board of Trustees of the North Lake County Hospital
District and paid out by themfor purposes of this act.

H. Expenses.--The Board of Trustees of the North Lake
County Hospital District nmay pay fromthe funds of the

district all expenses of the organi zati on of such Board of

Trustees and all expenses necessarily incurred with the

devel opnent of the district as well as all other reasonable

and necessary expenses, including the fees and expenses of a

certified public accountant and an attorney as needed in the

transaction of the business of the district in carrying out

and acconplishing the purposes of this act. The board shal

include in its annual budget a reserve in an anount deened

necessary by the board for its yearly expenses.

I. Financial disclosure, notice, and reporting

requi rements.--At | east once every year, the Board of Trustees
of the North Lake County Hospital District shall nake and file
with the Clerk of the Grcuit Court of Lake County a conplete

financial statenment of all noney received and distributed by

t he board since the devel opnent of the district as to the

first statenent so filed, and since the |ast statenent so

filed as to any other year. Such statenents shall al so show

t he several sources fromwhich the funds were recei ved and

shal | show the bal ance on hand at the tinme of the nmking of

such statenent. It shall show a conpl ete statenment of the
12
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financial condition of the district. Notice of the statenent
shall be filed with the Aerk of the Circuit Court of Lake
County and published in a newspaper regularly published in

Lake County, and the statenent shall be nmde available at al

reasonable tines to all residents of the district for their

i nspection. The Board of Trustees of the North Lake County

Hospital District shall conply with all financial disclosure

and reporting requirenents provided in general |aw

J. Preparation of budget.--The Board of Trustees of

the North Lake County Hospital District shall prepare an

annual bal anced budget in accordance with generally accepted

accounting practices and in the manner prescribed by section
218.34, Florida Statutes.
K. Liens and foreclosures.--Liens and forecl osure of

liens resulting fromfailure to pay ad val oremtaxati on shal

be treated as liens and foreclosures resulting fromother ad

val orem t axes.

Section 5. ESTABLI SHVENT AND DI SSOLUTI ON OF THE
DI STRICT.--The North Lake County Hospital District established
pursuant to section 189.4042, Florida Statutes, is

reestablished by this act as a special district under chapter

189, Florida Statutes. The district nmay be dissolved by action

of the Legislature.

Section 6. ANMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER. --This act nay
not be anended except by action of the Legislature.

Section 7. CONSTRUCTION OF ACT.--1t is intended that
the provisions of this act be liberally construed for

acconpl i shing the purposes authorized and provided for by this

act .
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1 Section 8. COVPREHENSI VE PLANNI NG - - Except as nay

2| otherwi se be required by general |aw, conprehensive planning
3|is not required by this act.

4 Section 4. Chapters 95-508 and 97-332, Laws of

5| Florida, are repealed

6 Section 5. If any provision of this act or its

7| application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
8|invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of
9| the act which can be given effect without the invalid

10 | provision or application, and to this end the provisions of
11 | this act are declared severable.

12 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw
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