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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 982

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senators Brown-Waite and Cri st

302-2302-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; creating a public-records
exenption for building plans, blueprints,
schemati c drawi ngs, or diagrans of specified
facilities owned or operated by an agency;
providing for retroactive application to
exi sting records; providing for future revi ew
and repeal ; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (ee) is added to subsection (3)
of section 119.07, Florida Statutes, as anended by section 1
of chapter 2001-364, Laws of Florida, to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(ee) Building plans, blueprints, schenmatic draw ngs,

di agrans, including draft, prelimnary, and final formats,

which depict the internal |ayout and structural elenents of a

bui l ding, arena, stadium water treatnent facility, or other

structure owned or operated by an agency as defined in this

chapter are exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1) and
s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. This exenption
applies to building plans, blueprints, schenmatic draw ngs, and

di agrans, including draft, prelimnary, and final formats,

which depict the internal |layout and structural elenents of a

buil ding, arena, stadium water treatnent facility, or other

structure owned or operated by an agency before, on, or after

the effective date of this act. This paragraph is subject to
1
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t he Open Governnent Sunset Review Act in accordance with s.

119. 15, and shall stand repealed on July 1, 2007, unless

reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature. In addition

records nay be rel eased upon a showi ng of good cause before a

court of conpetent jurisdiction

Section 2. The Legislature finds that the

public-records exenptions created by this act are a public

necessity in order to ensure the safety of governnent

infrastructures and to ensure public safety. Such information

is a vital conponent of public safety. If building plans,

bl ueprints, schematic draw ngs, maps, or diagrans that depict

the internal |ayout of buildings, arenas, stadiuns, water

treatnent facilities, or other structures were nade avail abl e

to the public, the ability for persons who desire to harm

i ndi viduals | ocated in those structures is increased. Public

access to those plans could create the potential for

wi despread harmto the public. If the information nade exenpt

by this act were available for public disclosure, terrorists

coul d have easy access to that information and use the

information to inflict harmon the public. Al though skil

woul d be required to use such information to further an act of

terrorism anple evidence exists of the capabilities of

terrorists to conduct conplicated acts of terrorism The
Septenber 11, 2001, attack on the Wirld Trade Center and the
Pentagon, as well as the intentional spread of anthrax in this

country and state, provides evidence that such capabilities

exi st. These events al so show the crippling effect that

terrorist acts can have, not only on the lives of persons in a

community affected by terrorist acts but also on the econony

of the community, the state, and the nation. Consequently, the
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Legislature finds that the public-records exenptions created

by this act are a public necessity.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 982

Creates an exenptlon for bU|Id|ng | ans, blueprints, schematic
drawi ngs, di agrans, which i ct e internal |ayout and
structural el éements of a bUI dlng or other structure owned or
operated by an agency.

Provides for retroactive application.

Provi des a statenment of public necessity.
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