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By Representative Pau

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public-records exenptions;

3 exenpti ng personal identifying informtion

4 contained in arnmed forces nilitary-separation

5 forns fromdisclosure when held by the clerk of

6 the court; providing exceptions; providing for

7 future review and repeal; providing findings of

8 public necessity; providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Personal identifying informtion contai ned
13]in the following forns held by the clerk of court is

14 | confidential and exenpt fromsection 119.07(1), Florida

15| Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of the State

16 | Constituti on: DD-214; DD-215; WD AGO 53; WD AGO 55; WD AGO
17 | 53-55; NAVMC 78-PD; and NAVPERS 553. "Personal identifying

18 | informati on" includes the nane, social security nunber, date
19| of birth, hone of record, and next of kin. The clerk of court
20 | may rel ease a conplete copy of any of these forns that include
21 | personal identifying information to the person naned in the
22 | formas having served in the United States Arned Forces or his
23| or her personal representative, executor, or court-appointed
24 | guardi an. This section is subject to the Open Gover nnent

25| Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119. 15,
26 | Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2006,
27 | unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by
28 | the Legi sl ature.

29 Section 2. The Legislature finds that exenpting

30 | personal identifying information contained in

3l | nmlitary-separation forns is a public necessity because the
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availability of that information in public records, especially

when accessible on the internet, facilitates the crine of

identity theft and permits the identification of specific

i ndi vi dual s who have served in the arnmed forces, which

information nay be of use in planning for terrorist acts. The

United States Arned Forces issues these forns to nenbers of

the Armed Forces that are being released fromactive nilitary

duty. The United States Arned Forces advi ses persons who are

di scharged to file these forns with the clerk of the court to

ensure that there is a record of their service in the United

States Arned Forces. These forms contain nuch i nformati on

about these former military personnel. Personal identifying

information contained in these fornms, including nanes, soci al

security nunbers, date of birth, hone of record, and next of

kin, when reveal ed together on a single form can be used to

facilitate the crine of identity theft, especially when made

available to the public, because such information can be used

to convincingly recreate the identity of forner mlitary

personnel . Successful identity theft nay result in severe

economi ¢ harmto forner nilitary personnel and subject themto

an invasion of privacy through access to nedical or other

personal files. As such, this personal identifying i nformation

nust be nade confidential and exenpt. Further, given the

i ncreased threat of terrorismin the United States and the

| arge nunber of mlitary personnel who retire in Florida,

terrorists could use the infornmation to identify and target

fornmer nilitary personnel and use such information in planning

terrorist acts. For exanple, terrorists may seek to avoid an

area with a large concentration of fornmer nmilitary personne

because those individuals may be arned and, given their

mlitary training, could threaten the success of a terrorist
2
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1| action. In the alternative, terrorists could seek to target a

2 | nei ghborhood with a large nunber of nilitary retirees to seek

3 | revenge agai nst persons who have been in the frontline of

4] United States mlitary actions. As a result, the Legislature

5]finds that it is a public necessity to make confidential and

6 | exenpt the personal identifying information, including nane,

7 | social security nunbers, date of birth, hone of record, and

8 | next of kin, which is contained in mlitary-separation forns.

9 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

10 | I aw

11
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13 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

14 Makes confidential and exenpt from public-records .

15| Separation foPns chat are hel t by the°H'rk 0t The' Court”
Provi des _exenptions. Provides for future review and

16 repeal . Provides findings of public necessity.
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