Florida Senate - 2002 SB 56-E
By Senators Lawson and Canpbel

4-2363-02

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; providing an

3 exenption fromthe public-records |aw for

4 information held by a school principal or

5 nmenber of the principal's staff which

6 identifies a student who reports the presence

7 of controll ed substances or a weapon or firearm
8 or who reports inpending or suspected

9 activities that may result in injury or death;

10 aut hori zing the release of such information to

11 the reporting student's parent or |ega

12 guardian or to a |l aw enforcenent officer upon

13 request; requiring that the confidentiality of

14 such information be naintained regardl ess of a

15 crimnal, civil, or adnministrative proceeding;

16 providing for retroactive application

17 providing for future legislative review and

18 repeal ; providing a statenent of public

19 necessity; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Confidentiality of records of certain
24 | reports nade by students. --
25 (1)(a) The nane, student identification nunber, and
26 | other personal information held by a school principal or
27 | nenber of the principal's staff is exenpt fromsection
28| 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a) of Article | of
29| the State Constitution, if the information identifies a
30 | student who has report ed:
31
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1. The presence, on or off canpus, of a substance

controll ed under chapter 893, Florida Statutes, or a weapon or

firearm as defined in chapter 790, Florida Statutes; or

2. lnpending or suspected activities, on or off

canpus, which may result in injury or death to any person

(b) Information that is confidential under paragraph

(a) may not be disclosed to any person or entity not approved

by the school principal or the principal's designee, except

that such information may be disclosed to the reporting

student's parent or |egal guardian or to a | aw enforcenent

officer if such information is requested by the reporting

student's parent or |egal guardian or the | aw enforcenent

of ficer.
(2) If information reported by a student results in a

crimnal, civil, or adnministrative proceeding, the reporting

student's nane, student identification nunber, or other

personal information shall renmin exenpt fromdi scl osure.

(3) This section applies to information held by a

school principal or nenber of the principal's staff on or
before January 7, 2003.
(4) This section is subject to the Open Gover nnment

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119.15
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2007,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that the nanme, student identification nunber, or

ot her personal infornmation held by a school principal or

nenber of the principal's staff which identifies a student who

reports the presence of a controlled substance or weapon or

firearm or who reports inpending or suspected activities that
2
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1| my result in injury or death to any person, be made exenpt
2| frompublic disclosure because rel ease of such infornmation
3| could place the student in danger. Furthernore, rel ease of a
4 | reporting student's nanme or other identifying informtion
5| wuld inpair the effective and efficient admnistration of a
6 | school program designed to provide students with the
7 | opportunity to anonynously report illegal activities that
8 | occur or may take place on or off the school canpus. If a
9| reporting student's identity were not protected, the student
10 | would be reluctant to participate in a programthat provides
11| for the anonynous reporting of illegal activities.
12 Section 3. This act shall take effect January 7, 2003.
13
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15 SENATE SUMVARY
16 Provi des an exe tion_fron1Puinc-records requi rements
for information that identifies a student who reports the
17 presence of controll ed substances, weapons, or firearns
or who reports |npend|n? or _suspected activities that may
18 result in injury or death. Provides certain exceptions.
Provides for retroactive application. Provides for future
19 | egi slative review and repeal under the Open Gover nment
Sunset Revi ew Act.
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