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ENROLLED
2002 Legislature SB 6-E

An act relating to the Excell ent Teaching
Program creating ss. 1012.72, 1010.72, F.S.
redesignating a program and trust fund as the
"Dal e H ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program and
the "Dal e H ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program
Trust Fund"; repealing ss. 236.08106,

236. 08107, F.S., relating to the Excellent
Teachi ng Program and the Excel |l ent Teachi ng
Program Trust Fund; providing for construction
of the act in pari materia with | aws enacted
during the Regul ar Session of the Legislature;
providing an effective date.

VWHEREAS, Dal e Hi ckam served the Florida Senate with
integrity and distinction for 22 years as a staff nenber of
its education appropriations conmittee, and

WHEREAS, Dal e Hi ckam supported the Legislature's
initiative and the deci sionnaki ng process through a uni que
conbi nation of skills, including neticulous attention to
detail, great personal warnth, and a vigorous approach to
difficult funding issues, and

VWHEREAS, Dal e Hi ckam was a skilled and bel oved t eacher
who traveled all over the United States to | ead seminars on
personal growth and rel ationship building, and

VWHEREAS, hundreds of Florida teachers and mllions of
Fl ori da students received the benefit of Dale H ckam s care
and expertise w thout know ng his nane, and

WHEREAS, the 1998 Legislature relied upon Dale Hickanis
research and ingenuity to create a programthat has gai ned
nati onal pronminence for its inprovenents in the quality and
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1| rewards associated with teaching in Florida's public schools,
2| and
3 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the Legi slature conmenorate
41 the |life and work of our friend and col |l eague, Dale H ckam
5| NOW THEREFORE,

6

7| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

8

9 Section 1. Section 1012.72, Florida Statutes, is
10 | created to read:
11 1012.72 Dale H ckam Excell ent Teachi ng Program - -
12 (1) The Legislature recogni zes that teachers play a
13| critical role in preparing students to achieve the high | evels
14 | of acadenic performance expected by the Sunshine State
15| Standards. The Legi slature further recogni zes the inportance
16 | of identifying and rewardi ng teachi ng excell ence and of

17 | encouragi ng good teachers to becone excellent teachers. The

18 | Legislature finds that the National Board of Professiona

19 | Teachi ng Standards (NBPTS) has established high and rigorous
20 | standards for acconplished teachi ng and has devel oped a
21 | national voluntary systemfor assessing and certifying
22 | teachers who denonstrate teachi ng excell ence by neeting those
23 | standards. It is therefore the Legislature's intent to provide
24 | incentives for teachers to seek NBPTS certification and to
25| reward teachers who denpnstrate teaching excell ence by
26 | attai ning NBPTS certification and sharing their expertise with
27 | ot her teachers.
28 (2) The Dale H ckam Excell ent Teaching Programis
29 | created to provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives
30 | and bonuses for teaching excell ence. The Departnent of
31 | Education shall distribute to each school district or to the
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NBPTS an anount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for

the Dal e Hi ckam Excel |l ent Teachi ng Program For purposes of
this section, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind
shal | be considered a school district. Unless otherw se

provided in the General Appropriations Act, each distribution

shall be the sum of the anounts earned for the foll ow ng

i ncenti ves and bonuses:

(a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of
Education to the NBPTS on behalf of each individual who is an
enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school within

the school district, who is certified by the district to have

denonstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.

1012. 34 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating

in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in

witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and

to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the

school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee

subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anbunt equa

to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the

NBPTS certification program The fee subsidy is a one-tine

award and may not be duplicated for any individual

(b) A portfolio-preparation incentive of $150 paid by

t he Departnent of Education to each teacher enpl oyed by a

di strict school board or a public school within a schoo

district who is participating in the NBPTS certification

program The portfolio-preparation incentive is a one-tine

award paid during the school year for which the NBPTS fee

subsi dy is provided.

(c) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior

fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers

to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
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i ndi vi dual who hol ds NBPTS certification and is enpl oyed by

the district school board or by a public school within the

school district. The district school board shall distribute

t he annual bonus to each individual who neets the requirenents

of this paragraph and who is certified annually by the

district to have denonstrated satisfactory teaching

perfornmance pursuant to s. 1012.34. The annual bonus may be

paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than three

paynents.
(d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior

fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers

to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each

i ndi vidual who neets the requirenents of paragraph (c) and

agrees, in witing, to provide the equival ent of 12 workdays

of nmentoring and rel ated services to public school teachers
within the state who do not hold NBPTS certification. The
district school board shall distribute the annual bonus in a

singl e paynent following the conpletion of all required

nentoring and rel ated services for the year. It is not the

intent of the Legislature to renpbve excellent teachers from

their assigned cl assroons; therefore, credit nmay not be

granted by a school district or public school for nentoring or

rel ated services provided during student contact tinme during

the 196 days of required service for the school year

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and

who does not conplete the certification programor does not

teach in a public school of this state for at |least 1 year

after conpleting the certification program nust repay the

amount of the certification fee to the state. However, a

t eacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
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be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the

amount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the

1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a

t eacher who does not conplete the certification program or

fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the

teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating

ci rcunstances as deternined by the State Board of Education

(3)(a) In addition to any other renedy avail abl e under

the law, any person who is a recipient of a certification fee

subsidy paid to the NBPTS and who is an enpl oyee of the state

or any of its political subdivisions is considered to have

consented, as a condition of enploynent, to the voluntary or

i nvoluntary wi thhol ding of wages to repay to the state the

anmount of such a certification fee subsidy awarded under this

section. Any such enpl oyee who defaults on the repaynent of

such a certification fee subsidy nust, within 60 days after

service of a notice of default by the Departnment of Education

to the enpl oyee, establish a repaynent schedul e which nust be

agreed to by the departnent and the enpl oyee, for repaying the

defaul ted sumt hrough payroll deductions. The departnent may

not require the enpl oyee to pay nore than 10 percent of the

enpl oyee' s pay per pay period under such a repaynent schedul e

or plan. If the enployee fails to establish a repaynent

schedul e within the specified period of tine or fails to neet

the terns and conditions of the agreed upon or approved

repaynent schedul e as authorized by this subsection, the

enpl oyee has breached an essential condition of enploynent and

is considered to have consented to the involuntary withhol di ng

of wages or salary for the repaynent of the certification fee

subsi dy.
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(b) A person who is enployed by the state, or any of

its political subdivisions, may not be disnissed for having

defaulted on the repaynent of the certification fee subsidy to

t he state.
(4) The State Board of Education nmay adopt rul es as

necessary to adninister the provisions for paynent of the fee

subsi di es, incentives, and bonuses and for the repaynent of

defaulted certification fee subsidies under this section
Section 2. Section 1010.72, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1010.72 Dale H ckam Excell ent Teachi ng Program Tr ust
Fund. - - The Dal e Hi ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program Trust Fund

is created to be adninistered by the Departnent of Education

Funds nust be credited to the trust fund as provided in

chapter 98-309, Laws of Florida, to be used for the purposes

set forth therein.
Section 3. Section 236.08106, Florida Statutes, as
anended by section 15 of chapter 2001-47, Laws of Florida, and

section 236.08107, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 4. If any law that is anended by this act was

al so anended by a | aw enacted at the 2002 Regul ar Sessi on of

the Legislature, such | aws shall be construed as if they had

been enacted at the sane session of the Legislature, and ful

ef fect should be given to each if that is possible.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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