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HB 1001 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to students with disabilities; providing
for creation of an Interagency Cooperative Agreenent for
the Transition of Students with Disabilities; providing
principles on which the agreenent shall be based;
provi di ng conponents of the agreenment related to the
provi sion of state-of-the-art transition services for
students with disabilities; providing for an annua

report; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The follow ng agencies shall join to create an

| nt eragency Cooperative Agreenent for the Transition of Students

wth Disabilities: the Departnment of Education representing the

Bureau of Instructional Support and Conmunity Services, the

Di vi sion of Vocational Rehabilitation, the D vision of Blind

Services, and the Ofice of Wirkforce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent ;

the Departnent of Children and Family Services representing the

Devel opnental Disabilities Program Ofice and the Mental Health

Program O fice; and the Departnent of Health representing

Chil dren’s Medi cal Services. The agreenent shall provide a

framework for a coordi nated process and effort anong the

speci fi ed agenci es so that supports and services can be provi ded

toindividuals with disabilities in an efficient manner that

enhances the pursuit of a vocation or gainful enploynent,

post secondary opportunities, and the quality of life for each

partici pant.

(1) The cooperative agreenent shall be based on the

follow ng principles:
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(a) Provision of supports and services nust be based on

i nfornmed choi ce, valued community roles, comunity enpl oynment

opportunities, and awareness of the value that every person can

contribute to society and his or her conmunity regardl ess of the

severity of the disability.

(b) Cooperation, collaboration, and comruni cation wl|l

|l ead to better coordinated supports and services for individuals

with disabilities.

(c) Cdearly defined roles and responsibilities of each

agency that are reviewed and updated annually will lead to

i ncreased comruni cation, increased quality of prograns, and

i nproved efficiency in the delivery of services for individuals

with disabilities.

(2) The cooperative agreenent shall address, at a m ni rum

the following related to the provision of state-of-the-art

transition services for students with disabilities:

(a) Awunified plan for policy and budget devel opnent and

i npl enentation at state and | ocal |evels.

(b) A wunified plan for training and techni cal assistance

to | ocal agencies concerning each agency’s eligibility, scope of

servi ces, opportunities for collaboration, and best practices,

i ncluding the Departnent of Education self-determ nation |EP

initiative.

(c) Coordinated outreach and technical assistance to

fam lies and students with disabilities concerning quality

transition planning, availability of services, and agencies’

eligbility requirenents

(d) Provision of assistive technol ogy devices and services

and coordi nati on of continuation and transfer of assistive

t echnol ogy devi ces and services for transitioning students from
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m ddl e school to high school to postsecondary education, into

the conmmunity, or into gainful enploynent

(e) Provision that assistive technol ogy devi ces and

services shall be available to students during and after the

school day, for extended school year periods, for

extracurricular activities, and at hone for homework and

activities of daily living and within the community, including,

but not limted to, recreational activities, periods during

which there is no structured school schedul e, and enpl oynent.

(f) Provision for enforcenment of the cooperative agreenent

that will ensure successful inplenentation at the state and

| ocal | evels.

(g) Provision of education with tinely and appropriate

services to students with disabilities in which the Departnent

of Education, the public school districts, and the public

schools conply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act, 20 U.S. C ss. 1401(30) and 1414 (d) (D) (A (vii)(ll1), and the
Anericans with Disabilities Act, Title ll, CF. R ss. 35.104-
35.141.

(h) Provision of speech and/or | anguage therapy if such

therapy is required for a student to benefit from speci al

educati on.

(i) Provision of occupational and/ or physical therapy if

such therapy is required for a student to benefit from speci al

educati on.

(j) Provision that the determ nation of eligibility, need,

frequency, nature, or duration of therapy pursuant to paragraph

(h) or paragraph (i) nay not be nade by using cognitive ability

or devel opnental delay or disability as a disqualifier for such

servi ces.
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(3) The cooperative agreenent shall be created and

submtted to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives by October 1, 2003. An

annual report fromthat day forward shall be submitted to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives which will provide informati on on the

status of devel opnment and i npl enentation of the agreenent at the

state and local |evels and an assessnent of the inpact on

students with disabilities including, but not limted to, trends

in the nunmber of students accessing vocational rehabilitation

services; post-transition services on an individual |ongitudinal

data anal ysis focused upon gai nful enpl oynent or postsecondary

settings; and exam nation of real and perceived barriers to

graduation with a standard di pl ona.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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