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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1010
By Senators Dawson, MIller, Bullard, Siplin and Hil

29-423-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration; anending s. 409.904, F.S.
revising standards for eligibility for certain
optional nedical assistance; providing for
eligibility for Medicaid services under a
buy-in program anending s. 409.906, F.S.
relating to optional Medicaid services;
renoving certain linmtations on the provision
of hone-based and conmunity-based servi ces;
anending s. 409.815, F.S., relating to
benchrmark benefits; conformng a
cross-reference; anending s. 409.9065, F.S.
elimnating certain linmtations on enroll nent
| evel s with respect to assistance for
phar maceuti cal expenses; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 409. 904,
Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (11) is added to
t hat section, to read

409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
agency may nmake paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated
services on behalf of the foll owing persons who are determ ned
to be eligible subject to the incone, assets, and categorica
eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
availability of nobneys and any linmtations established by the
Ceneral Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
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(1) A person who is age 65 or older or is deterni ned
to be disabl ed, whose inconme is at or bel ow 100 88 percent of
federal poverty |level, and whose assets do not exceed
established limtations.

(2) A fanily earetaker—retative—or—parent, a pregnant
worman, a child under age 18 19—whe—woutd—oetherwse—eauatfy—for

L orid o -eaid it I "
otherw-se—guat-fy—under—s—409-963(%), a person age 65 or
over, or a blind or disabled person, who woul d etherw-se be
eligible under any group listed in s. 409.903(1), (2), or (3)
fer—Horida—Mediead, except that the incone or assets of such
fam ly or person exceed established limtations.

For a famly or person in one of these coverage groups,
nedi cal expenses are deductible fromincone in accordance with

federal requirenents in order to make a deternination of
eligibility. Expenses—usedtoreet—spend—down—tH-abitty—are
e et eaidEEe . ’ -

th-—sregard—of—$270—does—rnot—appty-—A famly or person eligible

under the coverage known as the "nedically needy," is eligible
to receive the sane services as other Mdicaid recipients,
with the exception of services in skilled nursing facilities
and internediate care facilities for the devel opnentally
di sabl ed.

(11) Subject to specific federal authorization, a

person who, but for earnings in excess of the lint
2
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1| established under s. 1905(q)(2)(B) of the Social Security Act,
2 | woul d be considered for receiving supplenental security
3|incone, who is at least 16 but |ess than 65 years of age, and
4 | whose assets, resources, and earned or unearned incone, or

5| both, do not exceed 250 percent of the nobst current federa

6 | poverty level. Such persons nmay be eligible for Medicaid

7| services as part of a Medicaid buy-in established under s.

8] 409.914(2), specifically designed to accombdat e those persons
9| made eligible for such a buy-in by Title Il of Pub. L. No.

10 ] 106-170. Such buy-in shall include incone-related preni uns and
11 | cost shari ng.

12 Section 2. Subsection (13) of section 409.906, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:

14 409.906 Optional Medicaid services.--Subject to

15| specific appropriations, the agency may nmake paynents for

16 | services which are optional to the state under Title XI X of

17 | the Social Security Act and are furni shed by Medicaid

18 | providers to recipients who are determ ned to be eligible on
19 | the dates on which the services were provided. Any optiona
20 | service that is provided shall be provided only when nedically
21 | necessary and in accordance with state and federal |aw.
22 | Optional services rendered by providers in nobile units to
23 | Medicaid recipients nay be restricted or prohibited by the
24 | agency. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
25 or limt the agency from adjusting fees, rei nbursenent rates,
26 | l engths of stay, nunber of visits, or nunber of services, or
27 | maki ng any ot her adjustnents necessary to conply with the
28 | availability of nbneys and any linitations or directions
29 | provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
30| If necessary to safeguard the state's systens of providing
31| services to elderly and di sabl ed persons and subject to the
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1| notice and review provisions of s. 216.177, the Governor nay
2| direct the Agency for Health Care Adnministration to anend the
3| Medicaid state plan to delete the optional Medicaid service

4| known as "Internediate Care Facilities for the Devel opnentally
5| Disabled." Optional services nmay include:

6 (13) HOVE AND COVMUNI TY- BASED SERVI CES. - - The agency

7 | may pay for home-based or community-based services that are

8| rendered to a recipient in accordance with a federally

9 | approved wai ver program TFThe—agency ey H-mt—or—eHninate

10 : . . . . ’

11 | preauthoerize—high—cost—or—highty—utitized—services—or—rake
12 | any—other—adiustents—rnecessary—to—conpty—wth—anyH-tations
13 | er—di+reetions—provided—tor—tn—the—Ceneral—Appropriations—Act—
14 Section 3. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
15| 409. 815, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

16 409.815 Health benefits coverage; limtations.--

17 (2) BENCHVARK BENEFI TS.--1n order for health benefits
18 | coverage to qualify for prenium assi stance paynents for an

19 | eligible child under ss. 409.810-409. 820, the health benefits
20 | coverage, except for coverage under Medicaid and Medi ki ds,

21| must include the follow ng mninmmbenefits, as nedically

22 | necessary.

23 (q) Dental services.--Subject to a specific

24 | appropriation for this benefit, covered services include those
25| dental services provided to children by the Florida Medicaid
26 | program under s. 409. 906( 6) s—469-966{(5).

27 Section 4. Subsections (3) and (5) of section

28 | 409. 9065, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

29 409. 9065 Pharnaceuti cal expense assi stance. --

30 (3) BENEFITS. --Mdications covered under the

31| pharmaceuti cal expense assi stance program are those covered
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under the Medicaid programin s. 409.906(20) s—4069966(19).
Monthly benefit paynents shall be limted to $80 per program

participant. Participants are required to nmake a 10-percent
coi nsurance paynment for each prescription purchased through
this program

(5) NONENTI TLEMENT. - - The pharmaceutical expense
assi stance program established by this section is not an
entitlenent. EaroHrent—tevels—aret+imtedtothose—authorized

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revises eligibility standards for persons rece|V|nﬂ ]
nmedi cal assistance  under the Medicaid program Authorizes
Medi cai d services under _a buy-in program sub{ect to
federal authorization. Renoves certain [imtations on
honme and communi ty-based services. Revises limtations on
enrol I ment | evel s"for an assi stance progr?n1{or

e s

phar maceuti cal expenses. (See bill for ails.)
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